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NOTES. 



Ps. i. p. 1. The happiness of the godly. 

V. 1. The Psalter, like the sermon on 

the mount, openeth with a " Beatitude,^' for our 
comfort and encouragement, directing us immedi- 
ately to that happiness, which all mankind, in 
different ways, are seeking and inquiring after. 
Horne. 

V. 3. Good men are often compared in 

Scripture to trees; but they are such trees, as not 
only bear fruit, but are ever-greens : " His leaf,^' 
saith the Psalmist, "shall not wither." But the 
wicked who live without God in the world, are 
likened to trees in the winter, which have neither fruit 
nor leaves ; yea, to trees " withered and dead, even 
twice dead, and plucked up by the roots."* They 
are also compared (here in our Lessont) to a garden 
in a scorching summer, which hath no water. 

♦ Jude 12. t Is. i. 

B 
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Divine Grace is the water of life, and the life of 
the soul. To this it is that we owe the root, the 
flower, and fruits, of all good works. Without this, 
the very Uaf^ and appearance of virtue, fadeth away, 
and nothing grows. Wogan. 

Ps. viii. p. 1* Hosanna of the children. 

V.2. This verse is cited by our Lord, 

Matt. xxi. 16* and applied to little ^^ children in the 
temple, crying, Hosanna to the Son of David!" 
which vexed and confounded his malignant adversa-^ 
ries. Home. 

■ p. 2. An Evening Meditation. 

V. 3, 4. At the time of inditing this 

Psalm, David is evidently supposed to have had 
before his eyes the heavens, as they appear by night. 
He is struck with the awful magnificence of the wide 
extended firmament, adorned by the moon walking in 
brightness, and rendered brilliant by the vivid lustre 
of a multitude of shining orbs, differing from each 
other in magnitude and splendour. And when, from 
surveying the beauty of heaven, with its glorious 
show, he turns to take a view of the creature man, 
he is still more affected by the mercy, than he had 
before been by the majesty, of the Lord : since far less 
wonderful it is, that God should make such a world 
as this, than that He, who made such a world as this, 
should be ^^ mindful of man," in his fallen estate ; 
and should ^^ visit'' human nature with his salvation. 
Ps. cxlvi. p. 2. God only worthy to be trusted. 

V. 3. From Him who is " the prince of 
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th6 kings of the earth/' Sion looks for deliverance, 
and by Him her true sons expect to be exalted. He 
^^ keepeth truth for ever ;^' he is able and willing to 
perform his promises, and never disappoints those who 
rely on him. There are no changes in the politics of 
heaven. The faithful servant of his master is by that 
master infallibly approved and rewarded. Earthly 
princes, if they have the will, often want the power, 
even to protect their friends. And should they want 
neither ^Hill nor power to advance them, yet still 
all depends upon the breath in their nostrils, which, 
perhaps, at the very critical moment, '^ goeth forth ^ 
they return to their earth ; their thoughts,'' and all 
the thought^ of those who hoped to rise by their 
means, fall into the same grave, and are buried with 
them fof ever. '^ Cease ye from man, whose breath 
is in his nostrils ; for wherein is he to be accounted 
of? But trust ye in the Lord for ever ; for in the 
Lord Jehovah is everlasting strength." Is. ii. 22. 
xxvi. 4. 

Ps. Ixxx. p. 3. The church crieth unto God for 
help and redemption ; 

V. 8. describeth her former exaltation 

and present depressions^ under the beautiful figure 
of a Vine ; 

p. 14. retumeth again to her supplica- 

tionsy and 

V. 17. prayethfor the advent of Messiah^ 

to quicken and contort her^ vowing all loyal 
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obedience^ adoraUbn and praise to him^ as th6 
author of her salvcUion. 

V. 3. This verse is a kind of chorus — 

It implies, that the church is in captivity, from which 
she prayeth to be ^^ restored'^ to her former freedom 
and prosperity ; that she expecteth such restoration, 
not from any might or merit of her own, but from 
the grace and mercy of her Saviour ; as well know-* 
ing, that her night can be turned into day, and her 
winter give place to spring, only by the sun of 
righteousness rising, and causing his &ce to shine 
upon her desolations. This ought, therefore, to be 
the wish and the prayer of every persecuted diurch, 
and of every afflicted soul. 

V. 8. The Vine is a lively emblem of 

the church, and used as such by Isaiah v. 7. 

v. 19. See v. 3. 

Ps. cxlix. p. 5. The prophet exhorteth to praise 
God for his love to the church. 

In the first Lesson for this morning, the church is 
introduced as singing a hymn to the Messiah, wherein 
she celebrates both his justice, and his mercy : Jiis 
justice and power, in punishing his enemies; his 
mercy and goodness, in saving his people, and giving 
them an absolute and complete victory over every 
adversary ; over sin and error, sorrow and death* 

Wogan. 

This Psalm was a solemn form of thanksgiving for 
God's people for a signal victory afforded them by 
him : and it mystically contains the eminent honour 
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of God to his church, and the conquest of the 
Christian faith over the heathen potentates. Ham- 

Ps. cxlvi. p. 6. Praise to Gqpl for his goodness, 

. V. 8. That the Lord, of whom all these 

things are spoken, is the Messiah, or Jehovah incar- 
)aate, appears from what is said of him in verse 8. 
"The Lord openeth the eyes of the blind;" the 
miracle of restoring sight to men born blind 
being one reserved for the Son of God to work, at 
his coming in the flesh. " Since the world began," 
saith the man to whom sight had been thus restored, 
" was it not heard, that any man opened the eyes 
of one that was bom blind." John ix. 32. This 
therefore was the first of those tokens given by Jesus 
to the disciples of John, whereby it might be known 
that he was the expected Christ; '^ Go, and tell John 
the things which ye have heard and seen ; The blind 
receive their sight," &c. But how did this evince 
him to be the Messiah ? Plainly, because it had been 
foretold by the prophet (as in Is. xxxv. 5. xxix. 
18. xlii. I& so in this passage of our Psalm, which 
is exactly similar to those texts), that Messiah when 
he came should give sight to the Uind. Now, if one 
part of the Psalmist's description belong to Christ, 
the other members of it must do so likewise, it being 
evident that the whole is spoken of the same person. 
He, therefore, '' is the God of Jacob, who made 
heaven and earth, the sea, and all that therein is ;" 

b2 
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and upon his appearing among men in the body of 
our flesh, he shewed himself possessed of power to 
relieve all the wants, corporeal and spiritual, of poor 
lost mankind. Home. 

Ps. iv. p. 6. David prayeth for audience ; he 
reproveth and exhorteth his enemies. 

V. 6. MavUs happiness is in GodPs 

favour. 

V. 4. Is. xxvi- 20. In times of trouble 

the Christian's safest retreat from danger is, firsts the 
grave of Christ, that is, the meditation of his passion 
and sufferings. Then, secondly^ to enter into his 
closet, yea, into his heart; that is, have recourse 
to prayer, and a strict repentance. These are the 
chambers we are here called upon to hide ourselves 
in, until the indignation be overpast. This is also 
the advice of the Psalmist, ^^Commime with your 
own hearts, and in your chambers, and be still.'' 
To shut our doors about us, is to shut dose the doors 
and avenues of our senses, and lock out all but God 
and his blessed Spirit. Wogan. 

V. 5. The Jews are no longer to offer the 

shadowy sacrifices of their law, since He, who is the 
substance of them all, is come into the world. The 
Gentiles are no more to offer their idolatrous sacri- 
fices, since their idols have fallen before the cross. 
But returning sinners, whether Jews or Gentiles, are 
to offer the same sacrifices of ^^evangelical righteous- 
ness/' not ^' putting their trust" in them, but ^^ in 
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the Lord Jesus, through whose Spirit they are en- 
abled to offer, and through whose blood their offer- 
ings are acceptable unto God.^* Home. 

V. 8. Happy the Christian, who having 

nightly, with this verse, committed himself to his bed, 
as to his grave, shall at last, with the same words, 
resign himself to his grave, as to his bed, from which 
he expects in due time to arise, and sing a morning 
hymn with the children of the resurrection. 

Ps. V. p. 7. David prayeth^ and professeth his 
study in prayer. 

This Psalm is the private prayer of a Priest or 
Levite, at the foot of the altar of burnt offering, 
when he comes to set things in order for the morning 
sacrifice. But in the character of this priest is 
typified, that of a true member of the Christian 
church, one taught in the mysteries pf the gospel, 
and admitted to the privileges of the faithful, in 
opposition to idolaters and infidels. Horsley. 

V. 3. He who is in good earnest, and hath 

his heart fully bent upon the work of salvation, like 
other skilful and diligent artificers, will be ^^ early'^ 
in his application to it ; he will get the start of the 
world, and take the advantage of the ^^ sweet hour of 
prime,'* to '^dispose,*' and "set himself in order," 
for the day. What is a slothful sinner to think of 
himself, when he reads concerning the holy Jesus, 
that "in the morning, rising up a great while before 
day, he went out and departed into a solitary place, 
and there prayed !" Mark i. 35. Home. 
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Ps. xxxiii. p. 8. God is to be praised for hie 
goodness^ and 

V. 18. his providence. 

This day being the Sunday immediately preceding 
the Nativity of our Lord, the church calls upon us to 
expect him with joy and to meet him with exultation. 
Hole. 

■ — V. .1. God and not the world, is the 

fountain of "joy ;" which sinners talk of, but the 
righteous only possess. " Rejoice in the Lord 
always ; again I say, Rejoice.'^ Home. 

V. 2. Music, both vocal and instrumen- 
tal, is of eminent use in setting forth the praises of 
God ; but there is no instrument like the rational 
soul, and no melody like that of well-tuned affections. 
When this music accompanies the other, the sacred 
harmony of the church is complete. 

V. 3. " Old things are passed away,'' 

and the ideas of a Christian are to be transferred 
from the old world, and the old dispensation, to the 
*'new;'' since under the Gospel, "all things are 
become new,'' and all men ought to become so. 
Rev. xxi. 1, 5. Abilities of every kind are never 
so well employed, as in the service of him who 
giveth them. 

— — v. 18. The ever-waking eye of provi- 
dence, which looketh on all, looketh with favour and 
loving-kindness on such as "fear" God without 
despondency, and "hope" in him without presump- 
tion ; their bodies are often wonderfully preserved in 
times of dang^ and want; but what is of far greater 
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consequence, their souls are saved from spiritual and 
everlasting death, and nourished, in the Tvilderness, 
with the bread of heaven. 

V. 22. The " hope^' of the church was 

always in Messiah. Of old she prayed for the 
^^ mercy^^ of his first advent ; now she expecteth 
his second. Grant us, O Lord, hope, of which we 
may never be disappointed. 

Ps. exviii. p. 9. An Hosanna to the Son of 
David. 

v. 24, 26. Of all the days that rise 

upon us, this undoubtedly is the Queen, crowned 
by God^s own hand with sovereign blessings : God 
hath avowed it to be the day of his peculiar making, 
and therefore of our special rejoicing ; for thus of 
old the inspired Psalmist did teach and exhort us to 
keep Christmas^ ^^ This is the day, which the Lord 
hath made, let us rejoice and be glad therein." 
Barrow. 

The kingdom of Christ shall be welcomed into the 
world with these words, ^^ Hosanna to the Son of 
David : Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the 
Lord ; Hosanna in the highest." Matt. xxi. 9. 
Patrick. 

Ps. Ixxxv. p. 9. The Incarnation of Christ. 

— — — V. 9. St. John himself hardly useth 
plainer language when he saith, ^' The Word was 
made flesh, and dwelt, or tabernacled among us: and 
we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten 
of the Father; full of grace and truth." John 
i. 14. The body of Christ was the true "taber- 
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nacle, or temple f his divinity was the glory which 
resided there, and filled that holy place. 

^- v. 10. These four divine attributes 

parted at the fall of Adam, and met again at the 
birth of Christ. Mercy was ever inclined to serve 
man, and Peace could not be his enemy ; but Truth 
exacted the performance of God^s threat, ^' The soul 
that sinneth it shall die;^^ and Righteousness could 
not but give to every one his due. Jehovah must be 
true in all his ways, and righteous in all his works. 
Now there is no religion upon earth, except the 
Christian, which can satisfy the demands of all these 
claimants, and restore union between them; which can 
shew how God^s word can be true, and his work just, 

• 

and the sinner, notwithstanding, find mercy, and 
obtain peace. — ^^ Sacrifice and burnt ofiering thou 
wouldest not ; then said I, Lo, I come.^^ A God in- 
carnate reconciled all things in heaven and earth. 
When Christ appeared in our nature, the promise 
was fulfilled, and '' Truth sprang out of the earth.^' 
And now. Righteousness, ^Mooking down from 
heaven/' behdd in him every thing that she re- 
quired; an undefiled birth, an holy life, an in- 
nocent death ; a spirit and a mouth without guile, 
a soul and a body without sin. She saw. and was 
satisfied, and returned to earth. Thus all the four 
parties met again, in perfect harmony : Truth ran to 
Mercy, and embraced her ; Righteousness to Peace, 
and kissed her. And this could only happen at the 
birth of Jesus, in whom '^ihe tender Mercy of our 
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God viaited us, and who is the Truth ; who is made 
unto us Righteousness, and who is our Peace/' See 
Luke i. 78. John xiv. 6. 1 Cor. i. 90. Ephes. 
ii. 14. Those that are thus joined, as attributes, in 
Christ, ought not, as virtues, to be separated in a 
Christian, who may learn how to resemble his blessed 
Lord and Master, by observing that short, but com- 
plete rule of life, comprehended in the few follow- 
ing words: Shew Mercy, and speak Truth; do 
Righteousness, and follow Peace. 

Ps. xcviii. p. 10. The Advent of Messiah. 

V. 3. In sending the Messiah, God 

shewed himself mindful of the promises, which 
mercy prompted him to make, and " truth'' required 
him to perform. These promises were made to " the 
house of Israel ;" to the lost sheep of that house, 
Christ declared himself sent ; and the Apostles 
offered salvation first to the Jews : but to them it 
was never intended that evangelical blessings diould 
be confined. The Prophets spake in plain terms of 
the call of the Gentiles, who were to be adopted into 
the holy family, and made the children of Abraham. 
The Gospel was accordingly preached to the nations, 
the Apostles made their progress through the world» 
and ^* all the ends of the earth saw the salvation 
of God." 

Ps. c. p. 10. A Psalm of Praise. 

The Psalmist invites all the world to join with the 
Israelites in the service of him who was kind and 
gracious to them beyond expression. Accordingly, 
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ve Chrisliaiis now properly uae tibiA Psdm in ac- 
knoiKledgiiieiit of GodPs wnihrfni love to iis in 
iCJbfiat; by wJ^<^m i^ oQbr up oontiouaHy spiritual 
-sacrifioes, for redeeming us by Ae sacrifice wUch h^ 
made of bimscif ; for making the woiU a^w, and 
creating us again unto good ivories ; acooidiiig to bis 
&ithfiil promises, leluch we may dep^Ml iqmi for 
ever. Patrick. 

Ps. exxi. p. 11. The grecU safHy of the godly ^ 
who put their trust in GodPs protection* 

— : V. 5, 6. The good man during his jour- 
ney through life shaH be under God's protection at aH 
seasons, as Israel in the wildemess was defended from 
the burning heat of the sun by tiie moist and refresh* 
ing diadow of the doud ; and secured against the 
inclement inAoences of the nocturmd heavens, by the 
kin^ warmth and splendour diffused from the pillar 
of fire, Horne. 

Ps. xix. p. 11. The cretUures shew God^s glory. 

^ — p. 12. The Word his grace. 

V. 12. David pray eth for grace. 

<^The heavens declare the glory of God ;^' very 
suitable to the feast ; for at Chrisf s birth a new 
stor appeared^ which declared his glory and deity so 
plaiidy, that it fetched the sages of the East to come 
and worship him, Matt. ii. ^^ Where is he that is bom 
Kin^ of the Jews ? for we have seen his star in 
the East, and are come to worship him." Sparrow. 

This Psalm is chiefly spent in giving glory to God 
for edi his works of power and excellence, esoecially 
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in giving so admirable a role of lifb, and affi>rdin^ 
mercy for all but presonqptuous sins. Hammond. 

Ps. Ixxii. p. 13. Davidj praying for Solomon^ 
faretelleth hispeactful and glorious reign^ and un- 
der thaifiguret in most lively and beautiful colours^ 
partrayeth the kingdom of Messiah. 

V. 9. ^ accession of the Gentiles 

to it; 

p. 14. the redemption to be wrought^ 

and the prayers and praises to be offered up in it; 

V..17. its perpetuity anduniversality ; 

a doxology is sung to God for it. 

V, 10. This verse suggesteth to our me- 
ditation several curious and interesting particulars, all 
tending to one and the same end. As, 1 — The muni- 
ficent presents, and immense treasures, brought to 
Solomon from Tarshish and the isles of the Gentiles. 
1 Kings x. 22, &c. 2 — The coming of the queen of 
Sheba from the south, with her gifts and acknow- 
ledgments, to Jerusalem. 3 — The offerings made by 
the eastern Magi, as the first fruits of the Gentiles, 
to the Saviour of the world. And, lastly — The ac- 
cession of the nations to the faith, (even these '' isles 
of the Gentiles,^') bringing their glory and honour 
into the city of God. See Is. xlix. 60. Rev. xxi. 24. 
Home. 

V. 17. The person and kingdom of 

Solomon have been used all along as a channel, 
throu£|^h which to convey a most illustrious prophecy 
concerning those of Christ. But here, the type seems 
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to be wholly absorbed in the great antitype. HIS 
^^ name/' his saying name, ^^ shall indeed remain Cmt 
ever, propagated,'' with the faith, throu^ all the 
generations of men, whOe the ^^ sun," another of his 
representatives, shall continue to maintain his station 
in the heavens, and difiuse his light upon the earth. 
In HIM, as it was promised to Abraham, shall aH 
the true children of Abraham be ^ blessed" with the 
blessings of eternity ; ^^ all nations shaU call HIM 
blessed," as they are tau^t to do in the remaining 
verses of this exalted composition* 

V. 18. See 1 Chron. xxix. 10. 



At his birth a star 
Unseen before in Heav*n proclaims him come. 
And guides the eastern sages, who inquire 
His place, to o£fer incense, myrrh, and gold; 
His place of birth a solemn Angd tells 
To simple shepherds, keeping watch by night ; 
They gladly thither haste, and by a quire 
Of squadroned Angels hear hb carol sung, 
A virgin is his mother, but his sire 
The Pow*r of the Most High ; he shall ascend 
The throne hereditary, and bound his reign 
With earth*8 wide bounds, his glory with the Heavens. 

Milton. 

Ps. cxxii. p. 15. David professeth his joy for 
the Churchy and 

V. 6. prayethfor the peace thereof^ 

V. 1. Great was the joy of an Israelite, 

'when his brethren called upon him to accompany 
them, on some festive occasion, to the tabernacle, or 
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t^inple at JeruBStl^m ; gteht is the joy of a Chriistkn, 
wtien he is invited, in like mantier, to celebrate the 
i^ts of the church, to commemorate the nativity, or 
the restirrectioD, and to eat and dtitk at the taUe of 
hk Lord. HdrfU^^ 

1. 4. All the " tribes'' of Israel, three 

tiiiies ill th^ yeat, were seen ^' gding up'' to Jerusalem 
in compliance with the ^' testimonies," the injune- 
tion&and ihstitutions of their law, to abknowledge 
the mercies, aiid to give thanks unto the name, of 
'' Jehovah," who had done such great things for 
them. 

Ps. xiii. p» 16« This Psalm contains^ 1, 2, a 
complaint of desertion j 3, a prayer for the divine 
assistance ; 6, an act bfthank'sjgiving. 

v. 1. While God permits his servants 

to continue under affliction, he is said, after the man- 
ner of men, to have ^^ forgotten, and hid his face from 
them." For the use, thterefore, of {i^rsbnd ih such 
circumstances, is this Psalm intended ; and, conse- 
quently, it suits the different cases of each individual, 
when harassed by temptations, or brokeh by sick- 
ness, pain, aad sorrow. Holrh'e. 

See Luke ii. 41, &c. 

Ps. cxix. p. 16. Instruction froin, Scripture. 

V. 9. He who became man for our sal-^^ 

vation^ passed through this state of youth undefiled, 
that he might, as it were, rtolaim and conseerate it 
anew to God. 

Ps. xlv. p. 17. The personal glories of Christ^ 
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V. 7. The government of Christ. 

V- 2. Luke iv. 22. John \iu 46. His 

word instructed the ignorant, resolved the doubtful, 
comforted the mourners, reclaimed the wicked, si- 
lenced his adversaries, healed diseases, controlled the 
elements, and raised the dead. 



« 



Grace is poured upon thy lips." 



The gracefulness of his speech is put figuratively, 
for the perfection, sublimity, excellence, and sweet- 
» ness of the doctrine he delivered ; a doctrine in truth, 
intrinsically perfect ; sublime, as being far above the 
discovery of human wisdom ; excellent by its salu- 
tary effects and operation upon men, raising their 
minds to the knowledge of the true God — to a 
knowledge of his nature, as. far as a nature so dis- 
tinct from matter, so remote from sense, so tran- 
scending reason, can be made intelligible to man, 
united to matter, perceiving by sense what immedi- 
ately surrounds him, but contemplating at a distance 
only the objects of pure intellect ;— a doctrine sweeter 
to the regenerate soul than honey and the honey- 
comb to the palate, by the disclosure of the great 
scheme of redemption in all its branches; the in- 
carnation of the Son of man ; the atonement for sin 
by his death; the efficacy of his intercession; the 
constant supply of succour from the Holy Spirit. 
This doctrine, cherishing the contrite, consoling the 
afflicted, banishing despair, raising the fallen, justify- 
ing sinners, giving life to the dead ; in a word, the 

c2 
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glad tidings of salvation — this is the ^^ graoe'^ which 
is poured over the " lips'^ of the Son of God. Hors- 
leifs Serm. on Ps. xlv. 

V. 3. The " sword" of Messiah is his 

Word. Harne. Heb. iy. 12. Rev. i. 16. 

V. 6. Rev. vi. 2. 

V. 7. " Thy throne, O God, is for ever 

and ever: therefore God, thy God, hath anointed 
thee" (even as Man) ^^ with the oil of gladness, above 
thy fellows.'^ Applied by St. Paul to Christ. 
H^. i. Orthodox Churchman? s Magazine^ vol. 15. 

The Grospel mentions Christ's turning water into 
wine, by whidi he manifested both his glory by the 
miracle, and his goodness in ministering to the neces- 
sities of others. Sparrow. 

Hail, Son of God ! Saviour of men ! Thy Name 

Shall be the copious matter of my song 

Henceforth : and never shall my harp thy praise 

Forget, nor from thy Father's praise disjoin. 

Milton. 

Ps. evil. p. 18. Israel led to Canaom^ and Chris^ 
tiane to heaven. 

V. 7. God^s providence over travellers. 

The redeemed of the Lord are exhorted in this 
Psalm to praise him for his goodness in redeeming, 
and gathering them from the four quarters of the 
world. Their danger and their deliverance are re- 
presented under the four striking images of travellers 
lost in a wilderness, but directed and conducted 
home ; of prisoners rescued from captivity ; of sick 
and dying men restored to health; of mariners pre- 
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Served in a dtonn at sea^ and brought dafe into port. 
Home* 

V. 3.f " Many,'' saith our Lord to the 

Jews, ^' shall come from the east, and from the west, 
and from the noirth, and from the south, and shall sit 
down in the kingdom of Grod." McM. viii. 11. Luke 
xiii. 29. W6 eonvetted Gentikb are the happy peo- 
ple, and we iffe taught in this Psalm to cdebrate 
that mercy which made us so. 

V. 8, 9. The former of these two verses 

» i. dioru9$ r^iealed ^er the celebration of each of 
the four mercies here related. Literally it is, ^^ Let 
them addiowledge to Jehovah his mercy, and his 
wonders for the children of Adam.^' And what can 
better deserve our adkhowledgmekit than the provi- 
sion made for the Bodies and souls of Christian tra- 
vellers, in the way to thlit heavenly country and city, 
where ^^ they shall huiiger no more, neithel* thirst 
any more, neither i^all the sun light on them, nor 
any beat ; for th^ Latkiib which is in the midst of the 
throne shall feed them, and shcdl lead them unto UviAg 
fountains of waters : and God shall wipe away all 
tears from their eyes.'^ Rev. vii. 17. 

p. 19. Correctwnfor sin* 

V. 14. Relea^ by pray^* 

To a i^te of corporal servitude, fixe Isradites, fofr 
theSir transgressions, were freqceenttly reduced, and 
meoiy times experieaiced, upon their repentance, the 
goodn^s of Jehovah in rescuing the^from it. fiutthe 
grand and Qinverskl captivity is that of sin and death) 
the gratwl aad imivcarsal detivemce, tifr "^vM^ afltibMr 
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redeemed of the Lord ought to praise his mercy, 19 
that by Jesus Christ. 

p. 20. Intemperance punished and par" 

doned. 

V. 20* The providence of God. 

The Israelites in the wilderness, ^' because of their 
transgressions, and because of their iniquities, were 
often* afHicted^^ with a plague. But when they re- 
pented, and atonement was made, the plague ceased. 
They were stung by fiery serpents ; but when they 
^ cried unto Jehovah, he sent his Word, and healed 
them." See Wisd. xvi. 6, 7. Is. xxxviii. 

The Gospel is concerning our Lord^s healing of 
the Leper that believed in him. Sparrow. 

The healing of the Leper signifies, that Christ will 
heal us from the leprosy of sin, if we believe in him, 
and come to him for cure as the Leper did. 

The Collect prays to God through Christ to heal 
us. 

V. 19. James v. 14, 16, 16. Ecclus. 

xxxviii^ 9. 

p. 21. Deliverance from storms and 

shipwreck. 

V. 29. The mariner^ s psahn. 

The Gospel treats of Christ's miraculous stilling- 
of the waves and the wind. By the tempest on the 
sea, may be signified the tumultuous madness of the 
people ; which endangers the peace of the church, 
Christ's ship: so the Psalmist expounds it, ^^ Thou 
stillest the raging of the sea,'' and the madness of the 
people, which would never be quiet unless Christ foy 
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his word and p&w^t tikouid conMand K to be still: 
and becaciise he do^ now rule tiie peoi>Ie'9 mfldoaai by 
ministers of fais vengeimce, to wbmn he ^iires hb 
power ; therefore the EpiBlle tead^es and exfaorta us 
to submit ooDscientioudy tcf that pow^ of CArisI^ 
that so the ship of the church limy be still and safe. 

The Collect prays to Gdd to keep the church safe 
amidst the many Storsis and waves that shdce it^ 

-— *^— V. 29, 30. This is the consummation so 
devoutly wished and requested by the churdi for all 
her children, at the tiilie of their baptism, that they 
^' being delivered from God's wrath may be received 
into the Ark of Christ's Church ; and beihg stcdTdSI 
in faithj joyful through hope, and rooted in dhflrity, 
may so pass the waves of this troublesome worM^ 
that finally they niay borne to the land of everlaslllig 
life/' Home. 

Ps. Ixxxix. p. 22. TAefait^ulmss of God. 

V. 8- TViepoiber cmdmajesiy of God* 

^ p. 23. GocPs wonderful poiver^ ju9^ 

tice^ mercy ^ and truth. 

V. 16. 7%e happiness and ^ecuritjf 

of God's people. 

— — =-^ V. 5. Did not " the heavens praise 
the wonders of Jehovah/' when a choir of aUgels de- 
scended from abov6 to sing ati atithem at the birth Of 
Christ ? And how must the cdtestial courts have re- 
sounded with the halldtyahs of those blessed spirits, 
when they again received their King, r^tiirnihg in 
triumph from the conquest of his enemies ? Nor do 
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^ the ninto'' omit to oelebnile God's ^ fiutfafuliiess 
in the oongregation^' upon earth, while ^ with angds 
and archangels, and all the company of heaven, they 
laud and mag^fy his glorious name, evermore prais- 
ing him, and saying. Holy, holy, holy. Lord God of 
hosts, Heaven and earth are full of thy glory. Glory 
be to thee, O Lord Most High/' 

V- 9. The extent of the ocean, the 

multitude of its waves, and their fury, when excited 
by a storm, render it, in that state, the most tremen- 
dous object in nature ; nor doth any thing which man 
beholds, give him so just an idea of human impotence, 
and of that divine power, which can excite and calm 
so boisterous an element at pleasure. God himself, 
therefore, frequently appeals to this instance of his 
omnipotence ; See Job xxxviii. 11. Jer. v. 22 ; an 
attribute of which our Lord shewed himself to have 
been possessed, when, being with his disciples in the 
^hip, he arose and rebuked a tempestuous wind and a 
raging sea, and there was instantly a calm. 

V. 10. Rahab, i. e. Egypt. The dra- 
gon, i. e, Pharaoh. Is. li. 9. 

V. 11. The "heavens'' and all the 

glorious bodies there ranged in beautiful order; the 
** earth,'' with its rich furniture, and the unnumbered 
tribes of its inhabitants, through its whole extent, 
from ^^ north to south," and from east to west ; all 
these are so many evidences of that wisdom and power, 
which at the beginning contrived and formed them ; 
all in their respective ways declare the glory, and 
speak the praises, of their great Creator. 



NOTBS« 23 

-^ Y. lo« Next to the praises of Jehovah 

is declared the happiness of those who have him for 
their God ; who ^' know the joyful sound, or sound 
of the trumpet/' by which the festivals of the Jewish 
church were proclaimed, and the people were called 
together to the offices of devotion; ^o enjoy the 
*' light'' of truth, and through grace are enabled to 
**walk" therein. These blessings are noW become 
our own; the evangelical trumpet hath sounded 
through the once heathen world; the sun of righte- 
ousness hath risen upon all nations. Let us attend 
to the ^'joyful sound ;" let us ** walk" in the glorious 
" light." 

Ps. xxxiii. p. 24. God is to be praised for his 
power* 

V. 6. It is true, that the world was 

created by the " word," or '* fiat" of God, which may 
be here described, after tlie manner of men, as 
formed by '* the breath of his mouth." It is also true, 
that, by the instrumentality of the eternal Word, 
and the eternal Spirit, the old heavens and earth 
were made ; as also the new heavens and earth, 
which shall succeed them. Glory is due from man to 
God, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Spirit. 

Ps. xcii. p. 24. A Psalm^ or Song, for the ScA- 
bcUh day. 

"' ThanksgiviDg" is the duty, and ought to be the 
delight, of a Christian. It is his duty^ as being the 
least return he can make to his great benefactor : it 
ought to be his delight, for it is that of iuigels, and 
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will be that of every grateful heart, whetiier in hea- 
ven, or oa earth. The ^' mercy^' of God in prombing 
salvation, and his ^^ faithfulness'^ in aocomplidiing it, 
are inexhaustible suligeots for ^ mojrning and evemng^' 
pxuises; every i^nsirument AwU be strung, and 
every voice lun^, to celebrate thera, until day and 
njghjt come to an end. But more especially sbpnld 
tbid be done on the *^ sabbatii day ;" vrhieh, when so 
employed, affords a lively reseniUance of that eternal 
sobb^tb, to be hereafter kept by the redeemed, in the 
kingdom of God. 

Ps. xe. p. 25, 26. This Psalm is called ia its title, 
'^ A prayer of Moses, the man of Grod.'^ By him it is 
ioiagined to have been cduiposed, when God shortened 
the days of the murmuring Israelites in the wilderness. 
See Numb. xiv. It is, however, a Psalm of general 
use, and is made, by the church, a part of her funeral 
service. It containeth an address to the eternal and 
unchangeable God, the saviour and preserver of his 
people; a most affecting description at man's mortal 
and transitory state on earth, since the fall ; a com- 
plaint, that few meditate in such a manner upon 
death, as to prepare themselves for it ; a prayer lor 
grace so to do ; and for the mercies of Redemption. 

p. 25. Man martal, cmd God eternal, 

V. 5. The shortness of life. 

p. 26. Complaint and Prayer. 

V. 14. A prayer for the meteies o/* ite- 

dempsLum. 

V. 3.- Death was the penalty inflicted on 
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man for sin. The latter part of this vene alludes to 
the &tal seateoGe, Gen. iii. 19, '^ Dust thou art, and 
unto dust shalt thou return/' How apt are we to 
forget both our original and our eoA ! 

y. d. The transition from the mention of 

the future life to ttie frailty of the present is very 
beautiful and natural* Grass, the natural image of 
youth and vigour, is equally the natund image of 
quidc decay. The Psdmist, therefore, halh no 
sooner mentioned the springing grassy as the image 
of the vigour of the future li&j than he recollects how 
eacactly we reselaUe the grass in the frailty of our 
present condition. ^ Alas !'' he says in the next 
verse, ^^ the grass in the morning fleuridieth, and is 
in a growing state ; in the evening it is cut down,'' 
&c« Horsieif. 

— --^ — v.. 9. Few and ^vil are the days of our 
pilgrimage. Our lives pass away in the vanity of sin, 
and the mberies of this evil world; and at last we 
Slide in death, oppressed with the sense of thy wrath* 

V. 12. He " who numbereth his days," or 

taketh a right account of the shortness of this present 
life, compared with the unnumbered ages of that 
eternity which is future, will soon become a proficient 
in the school of true wisdom. He vnll learn to give 
the preference where it is due ; to do good, and suffer 
evil, upon earth, estpecting the reward of both in 
heaven. Make us wise, blessed Lord, but wise unto 
salvation. Hornet 

Give us that sense of discernmeat of thy provi- 

o 
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will be that of ev^ry grateful heart, wheliier in hea- 
vem, or on earlh. The ^' mercy^' of God in promising 
salvation, and his ^^ faithfulness'^ in aocomplii^ing it, 
are inexhaustible sulg'eols for ^ moaning aad evemng" 
praises; every i^sirument siawjiA be strung, aad 
every voice tun^d, to celebraAo them, until day suad 
night come to an end. But more especially siM>uld 
this be done on the *^ sabba& day ;'' whidi, when so 
^laployed, affords a lively rese^okblance of that eternal 
S9hb|tlh, to be hereafter kept by the redeemed, in the 
kingdom of .God. 

fu. xe. p. 25, 26. This Psatpn is called iiji its 4itle, 
•* A prayer of Moses, the man of God.'' By him it is 
iosagioedto have been cqinposed, when God diOFl^ied 
the days of the murmuring Israelites in the wilderness. 
See Numb. xiv. It is, however, a Psalm of general 
use, and is made, by the church, a part of her funeral 
service. It contaiueth an address to the eternal afid 
unchangeable God, the saviour and' preserver of his 
people; a moat affecting description of man's moiial 
and transitory state on earth, since the fall ; a com- 
plaint, that few meditate in such a manner upon 
death, as to prepare themselves for it ; a prayer for 
grace so to do ; and far the mercies of Redemption. 

p. 25. Man mortal^ and God eternal. 

V. 5. The shortness of life. 

p. 26. Complaint cmd Prayer. 

V. 14. J prayer for the meteies of Rs^ 

demplion, 

V. 3. Death was the penalty inflicted on 
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man for sin. The latter part of this vene alludes to 
the fatal sentence, Gen. iii. 19, ^' Dust thou art, and 
unto dust shalt thou return/' How apt are we to 
forget both oiu^ original and our end ! 

y. 5. The transition from the mention of 

the future life to ti^ frailty of the present is very 
beautiful and natural* Grass, the natural image of 
youth and vigour, is equally the natural image of 
qoidc decay. The Psdmist, therefore, hath no 
sooner mentioned the sfMinging grassy as the image 
of the vigour of the future life^ than be recollects how 
exactly we resemble the grass in the frailty of our 
present condition. ^ Alas !'^ he says in the next 
v6rse, ^' the grass in the morning flourisheth, and is 
in a growing state ; in the evening it is cut down," 
&Ci Hor^leff. 

— '-^ — V. 9* Few and wl are the days of our 
pilgrimage. Our lives pass away in the vanity of sin, 
and the mberies of this evil world; and at last we 
siid£ in death, oppressed with the sense of thy wrath. 

\i 12. He " who numberetfa his days/^ or 

taketh a right account of the shortness of this present 
life, compared with the unnumbered ages of that 
eternity which is future, will soon become a proficient 
in the school of true wisdom. He will learn to give 
the preference where it is due ; to do good, and suffer 
evil, upon earth, expecting the reward of both in 
heaven. Make us wise, blessed Lord, but wise unto 
salvation. Home. 

Give us that sense of discernment of thy provi- 

o 
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denti'al government of the world, that we may apply 
our hearts to that wisdom which is so greatly neg- 
lected, Horsley. 

Lord, be thou pleased to give us this grace, so to 
instruct us, and convince us of the shortness of our 
lives, that we may be brought to pay that constant 
reverence and obedience that is due to thee, and 
wherein true wisdom consists, there being nothing so 
unwise as our provoking of thee, and adventuring to 
be cut off in our sins. Hammond. 

Give us grace to turn unto thee with timely re- 
pentance, and thus to obtain, through the merits of 
our Saviour, that pardon to^lay which to-morrow it 
may be too late to seek for. Collect, General Fasif 
Mxr. 21, 1832. 

V. 15. The time of our pilgrimage upon 

earth is a time of sorrow ; we grieve for our de- 
parted friends ; and our surviving friends must soon 
grieve for us ; these are the days wherein God af- 
flicteth us, these the years wherein we see evil ; but 
he will hereafter ^^ make us glad according to them f 
in proportion to our sufferings, if rightly we bear 
those sufferings, will be our reward; nay, "these 
light afflictions, which are but for a moment, work for 
us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory." 
Then shall our joy be increased, and receive an addi- 
tional relish, from the remembrance of our former 
sorrow ; then shall we bless the days and the years 
which exercised our faith, and perfected our patience; 
and then shall we bless God, who chastised us for 
a season, that he might save us for ever. Home. 
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iPs. cxix. p. 27. Prayer for Divine illumination. 

Septuagesima and Sexagesima Sundays have per- 
suaded us to fasting and other exercises of mortifi- 
cation in the Lent following ; and because all these 
bodily exercises profit little, unless we add faith and 
charity, or faith working by love, therefore this day 
the Epistle commends charity, the Gospel faith in 
Christ, by which our darkness is enlightened, as the 
blind man^s eyes were, who wisely desired that he 
might seey for in sight of God consists our happiness. 
Sparrow, 

Ps. xxxvi.. p. 27* The excellency of GodPs mercy. 

— V. 7, Gen. ix. 13 — 17. 

^^ Let us look upon the rainbow, and praise him 
Uiatmade it: very beautiful it is in the brightness 
thereof,'^ said the wise man, (EccU xliii. 11.) But 
how much more beautiful is it to the eye of faith, 
which contemplates the exceeding great and precious 
promises of that blessed covenant of grace and mercy, 
whereof it is the seal and token ! This is the cove- 
nant ; whereby we are now saved, not only from a 
deluge of waters, but from eternal death : it is the 
charter of all our privileges and blessings ; the secu- 
rity of our present benefits, and pledge of all our 
future hopes : it extends to this world and the next ; 
to th ehappiness of this life, and of that which is to 
come. This seal of the rainbow hath never been 
broken since, or destroyed ; but remaineth to this 
day, and ever will remain, while the world standeth, 
as '^ a faithful witness in heaven,'^ that the Lord 
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preserveth both man and beast ;^^ and that '^ his ten- 
der mercies are over all. his works.^^ And to express 
this in tho amplest and most conspicuous manner, it 
still continues to appear, when the Lord bringeth a 
clovdover the earths But although the. thick and 
dark cloud may seem to , represent his anger, and 
menace our sins wi^ punishment, as it did the old 
world before the flood ; yet his bato which he sets 
therein is to assure us, that '^ in the midst of judg- 
ment he remembers mercy ;^^ Hbathe still remembers 
the covenant which is between him and uSy and 
every living creature of cUl fleshy &c. Its very 
form and appearance, when we behold it, eaU& upon 
us, not only vdth profound veneration to admire this 
glorious phoenpmenon, and work of God (when ^^ it 
compasseth the heaven about with a glorious circle'^), 
Ecd. xliii. 12 ; but, with the devoutest senlimaats 
of gratitude and love, to adore, and to praise, the 
goodness of ^^ the most High^^^ whose ^^ hands have 
bended it,^^ and set it there ; to revere his judg- 
ments, and to trust in his mercy. Wbgan. 

From his ark 

The ancient sire descends with all his train -, 

Then with uplifted hands, and eyes devout. 

Grateful to Heaven, over his head beholds 

A dewy cloud, and in the cloud a bow 

Conspicuous with three listed colours gay. 

Betokening peace from God, and covenant new. 

Milton. 

Ps. cxii. p. 28. The blessings of the liberal man. 
V. 7, Liberality rewarded^ 
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This Psalm shews how well and wisely they con- 
sult their own good and happiness who observe God^s 
commandments ; especially those about charity, or 
doing good to others. Patrick, 

Add 
Deeds to thy knowledge answerable, add fiaith. 
Add virtue^ patience, temperan^, add love, 
By name to come called charity, the soul 
Of all the rest. 

Milton. 



V. 3. It sometimes pleaseth God to be- 



-stow on his servants, as he did on Israel of old, the 
good things of this world. And a rich man is, there- 
fore, happier than a poor man, because ^' it is more 
blessed to give than to recelve.^^ Acts xx. 35. But 
the true wealth of Christians is of another kind ; their 
^' riches'' are such as neither moth can corrupt, nor 
thief steal. Grace and glory are in the house of 
Christ, and everlasting ^^ righteousness" is the por- 
tion of his children. Horne, 

V. 4. The Christian's temper is framed 

after the pattern of his Master ; and he is ever ready 
to shew to others that " love** and '* mercy'' which 
have been shewn to him. 

V. 6. Nothing can deprive the person 

here described of his felicity. When his work is 
done, his body will go to its repose in the dust, but 
the ^^ memorial'' of his name and of his good deeds 
will be still fresh as the morning breeze, and fragrant 
as the flower of the spring. 

d2 . ; 
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Ps. xl« p. 29. The providence and justice of God. 

V. 6. Gm. xix. 28. *' As it was in the 

days of Lot, so shall it be also in the days of the Son 
of man :" when the last morning shall dawn, and the 
sun of righteousness shall arise in glorious majesty 
upon the earth. No sooner shall he make his ap- 
pearance, than thelieavens, being on fire at his pre- 
sence, shall be dissolved, and pass away with a great 
noise : the earth also, with the works that are therein, 
shall be burned up. Then shall be fulfilled that which 
was spoken by the Psalmist in terms e,vidently bor- 
rowed from the history before us : " Upon the un- 
godly he shall rain fire and brimstone, storm and 
tempest : this shall be thqir portion." 

But the same all-gracioHa and merciful God, who, 
'^ when he destroyed the cities of the plain, remem- 
bered Abraham, and sent Lot out of the midst of the 
overthrow f when he shall destroy this place wherein 
we dwell, will remember the true Abraham, the 
Father of us all, our dear Redeemer and Intercessor: 
and for his sake, if we now repent and believe in him, 
will save us in that day from the ruins of a burning 
world, and from those fires which are never to be 
extinguished. 

Ps. xxxiv. p. 29. They are blessed that trust in 
God. 

The Gospel reads to us Christ^s victory over temp- 
tations, to keep us from despair of conquest, that we 
should be of good cheer and heart, since h^ our 
Captain '' hath overcome the world.'^ St* John xvi* 
ver, last. Sparrow. 
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Ps. li. p. 30. A peniUni pleading for pardon. 
^' Create and maike ii| us new and contrite hearts.'^ 
Collect for Ash Wednesday. A. li. 10, 17. 

* 

What better can we do than prostrate fall 
Before him reverent ; and there confess 
Humbly our faults, and pardon beg, with tears 
Watering the ground, and with oitr sighs the air 
Frequenting, sent from hearts contrite, in sign 
Of sorrows unfeigned, and humiliation meek ? 

Milton. 

See Joel ii. 12, 13. 

V. 10. The purification and renovation of the 

heart and spirit of man, is a work to which that 
power only is equal, which, in the beginning, created 
all things new. A '^ right spirit is renewed within 
us," when the affections turn from the world to God, 
and charity takes the place of concupiscence. Home, 

Ps. cxli. p. 30. Aprayerfor help. 

V. 2. Incense) Namely, the holy incense 

which was offered upon the altar ; a figure of the 
saints' prayers, under Christ's intercession. Rev. v. 8. 
and viii. 3. Diodati. 



His ears are open to the softest cry. 
His grace descends to meet th* uplifted eye *, 
He reads the language of a silent tear» 
And sighs are incense from a heart sincere. 

Barbauld. 

Ps. li. p. 81. A prayer Jbr pardon. 

V. 11. He supporteth and comforteth us in 

our aflSictioBs and distresses of all kinds, of our in- 
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ward and outward estate : this David knew when in 
his penitential agonies he prayed, '' Cast me not 
away from thy presence, and take not thy Holy Spirit 
from me; restore linto me the joy of thy salvation, 
and uphold me with thy free spirit/^ Barrow. 

Ps. vi. p. 31t Complaint in sickness. 

A penitential prayer in the character of a sick 
person. Horsley. 

The sick suppliant is the believer^s soul, labouring 
under a sense of its infirmities, and anxiously ex- 
pecting the promised redemption ; the sickness is the 
depravity and disorder occasioned by the fall of man. 

The Gospel concludes with a comfortable and en- 
couraging example in the humble Syrophoenician 
woman, that our sincere, if persevering endeavours 
and prayers, will at length prevail for casting out the 
evil spirit of uncleanness, or any other predominant 
vice. Amen. — So be it. Wogan. 

Ps. li. p* 32. Repentance and faith in the blood 
of Christ. 

V. 15. The mouth which sin hath closed, can 

only be opened by pardon : and to shew this, he who 
came, conferring pardon, caused the tongue of the 
dumb to speak, and to sing praises to the Lord God 
of Israel. Our church, with great propriety, daily 
maketli her prayer in the words of this verse, before 
she entereth upon that part of her service, which con- 
sisteth of praise and thanksgiving. Hornis. 

Ps. xxxviii. p. 32* A prayer in affliction. 

The believer'^ 9Qu1, under the image of a leper, 



— -^ 
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bewails her corruption, and the misery of her present 
condition. Horsley. 

^ . V. 1. The petition here preferred, as 

in the sixth paahn, is, that Jehovah would not con-* 
demn, as a judge^ but chasten as a father, for the 
amendment and preservation of the offender. The 
same prayer, which we sinners make for ourselves, 
Christy who bore our sins, once made for us. Home. 

Ps. xlii. p. 33. Desertion and hope, 

David, by Absalom^s rebellion, driven from Jeru- 
salem, to the country beyond Jordan, is there sup- 
posed to have indited this psalm ; which, as it is 
applicable to the case of our Lord, in his state of 
sojourning and suffering on earth, for our sins ; as 
also, that of the church, under persecution, or that of 
any member thereof, when deprived of the oppor- 
tunities of public worship ; so doth it, in the most 
beautiftd andpathetical strains, describe the vicissitudes 
c^ joy and sorrow, of hope and despondency ,^ which 
succeed each other in the mind of the Christian pil'- 
grim, ^ile, exiled from the Jerusalem above, he 
suffereth affliction and trilmlation in this valley of 
tears. 

V. 11. The Psalmist concludes with that 

exhortation to his soul, to trust in God, and to wait 
for his salvation, which makes the mournful chorus of 
this beautiful Psalm. 

Ps, xhii. p. 33. Melancholy thoughts reproved. 

V. 4. The royal prophet, upon his re- 
storation to his throne, was to sacrifice, on the altar 
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of his God, *with the voice of thanksgiving, and to 
celebrate his mighty deliverer, in a new song upon 
the melodious harp. The Christian, in like manner, 
foresees a day coming, when sorrow and sighing shall 
be no more ; and when he and his brethren are to be 
'^ made kings and priests ;'^ when they are to reign 
with their Redeemer for ever ; and, upon their golden 
harps, tuned to an unison with those of axigels, to 
sing his everlasting praises in the courts of the hea- 
venly temple. Therefore, " Why art thou cast do\ni. 
O my soul 1 and why art thou disquieted within me? 
Hope thou in God : for I shall yet praise him, who h 
the health of my countenance, and my God." 

Ps. cxliii. p. 34. A prayer for favour in judg- 
ment^ andfor sanctification. 

V. 10. Upon all occasions we do need his 

direction, aid, and comfort ; for " the way of man" 
(as the Prophet saith) ^^ is not in himself, it is not Ib 
man that walketh to direct his steps ;^^ 'f It is the Lord'' 
(as the Psalmist saith) '^ that ordereth the steps of a 
good man, and upholdeth him with his hand ;" \^e 
have all need to pray with that good man ; ^^ Cau^ 
me to know the way, wherein I should walk ;. teaA 
me to do thy will, for thou art my God ; thy spirit is 
good, lead me into the land of uprightness.'' Barrow* 

Ps. XXV. p. 34. A prayer for help in affliction, 

— V. 17. As life is prolonged, troubles are 

generally enlarged, till at length they take up what 
room there is in the heart. The last scene of the 
tragedy is the most calamitous. So it was in the life 
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NOTBS. 35 

rr of our dear Master. And every man will sooner or 

I^t: later perceive, that God alone can ^' bring him out of 

1 1^ his distresses." Home. 

1^ Ps. cii. p. 35. A prayer of the afflicted. 

V. 11. A shadow never continueth in one 

stay, but is still gliding imperceptibly on, lengthening 

^. as it goes, and at last vanisheth into darkness. The 

. ... period of its existence is limited to a day at farthest. 

^. The rising sun gives it birth, and in that moment 
. when the sun sets it is no more. The ^^ grass" of the 
field, in like manner, hath a being of the same du- 
ration. In the morning, clothed with verdure and 
beauty, it refresheth and delighteth the eye of the 
beholder ; but the evening findeth it cut down, dried 
up, and withered. Such is the life of man, sojourning 

in the land of his captivity, and doing penance for his 

if 

., sins. Butthe eternity of Jehovah, the infallibility of 
. his promises, and the remembrance of his former 
works and mercies, comfort our hearts, and encourage 
us to hope, nay even to rejoice, in the midst of sorrow 
and tribulation. 

Ps. cxix. p. 35. Meditation on the fidelity of God. 

V. 92. The Psalmist assureth us from his 

own experience, how pleasant and how profitable, in 
time of trouble, is the meditation on the fidelity of 
God, as displayed in the stability of his works. The 
'^ delight" by this afforded, sustained his soul in 
'^ afflictions," which must otherwise have brought him 
to an end. And the same everlasting Word shall be 
the believer's support and consolation, even when the 
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heavens shall melt around him with ferv^fit heat, and 
the earth, and all that i» therein, shall be burnt up. 
^' Heaven and earth shall pass away,^' saith He who 
made them, *' but my words shall not pass away.^^ 

The Gospel tells us of Christ's miraculous feeding 
and satisfying the hungry souls, that hunger after 
him and his doctrine: and the Epistle tells us of a 
Jerusal&m which is above, which is free, and a 
joyous place, to which we as children are heirs. Thus 
Holy Church mixes joy and comfort with our sorrows 
and afflictions. Sparrow. 



John yi. 5—14. This feeding of so vast a ikml- 
titudebya mdhod altogether extraordinary and mr* 
raciiloms, should be used, as a seasonable hint, for the 
consideration xnf, and tha&ks due for, th^t bounteous 
providence of God, which every day feeds numbers 
infinitely greater, in a very wdnderful though or- 
dinary manner. For, what proportion do five thou- 
sand men bear to those numberiess idndreda apotd 
countries, that constantly subsist upon his libei^lity ? 
What is this marvellous enlargement of five loaves 
and two fishes, to the unconceivable prodoGtioflus of 
animals, the variety of plants and herbs, and other 
increase of the earth, and the many unknown ways, 
by which ^* he opens his hand, and fills all thiiigs 
living with plenteousnesa.^' Ps. exlv. 16. 

The husbandman, it is true, tills and sows. But, 
after all his toil and care, our Saviour's ohservalion 
is most true, that he '' casteth seed into the ground, 
which cometh up he knoweth not how." He sees it 
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keep its dtie seasons, and ^^ bring forth first the 
blade, then the ear, after that the full com in the 
ear" He knows that ^' the year is crowned with the 
goodness of the Lord, and that his douds drop fat- 
ness:'' he feels, by the product, that he hath trusted 
his pains and expense, and s3l the hopes of both, in 
good hands ; that there is One above^ who watches 
his treasure for him, and returns it with lai*ge in- 
terest; that he *' sends the former and the latter 
rain,'' and comforts his heart with '^ the appointed 
weeks of harvest." And from thence he does, or he 
should take continual occasions of thanking and re- 
verencing Almighty God ; since no profession can 
furnish more palpaUe demonstrations of his good 
providence. Every furrow in our fields is loaded 
with evidences of a divine power ; and dot five thou- 
sand only, but millions of millions, to whom God 
gives ^' meat in due season," (Ps* cxlv. 15.) are sus- 
tained by Omnipotence ; and not one of them ever 
feeds at less expense than that of a wonder ; nay, of 
an ii^nite train of wonders. Stanhope* 

Ps. Ixxi. p. 36. Christ oUr strength and righ-^ 
teausnesM. 

'—^ — V. 22. The truth of God, in ttooom- 

plishing his promises, by the redemption of our souls^ 
atid the confusion ofuur spiritual enemies, is a sulgect 
which demands a never-ceasing tribute of gratitude 
and love, of praise and thanksgiving. To celebrate 
it aright, with the melody of instruments » voices, and 
affections, all in perfect concord, is the duty and 

E 
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delight of the church militant; which when thus em- 
ployed, affords the best resemblance of the church 
triumphant. Home. 

Ps, xxxiv. p. 36, A 8(mg of praise for etninent 
deliverance. 

— V. 1. The Christian, delivered from 

many perils, yet continually liable to more, finds 
cause, at all seasons, and in all situations, to bless 
God. ^^ In all things he gives thanks, and rejoices 
even in tribulation,^^ which cannot deprive him of the 
true ground of all joy, the salvation of Christ. 
. Ps. Ixix. p. 37. The sufferings of Christ. 

v. 20. CArisfs Passion^ 

This is called Passion-Sunday. For nowbegin& 
the commemoration of the Passion of our Lord, and 
after a long funeral pomp and train, the corps follows 
upon Good Friday. Sparrow. 

The Epistle treats of the Passion. 

The Gospel, of our Lord's being slandered by the 
bold malice of the Jews, who call him Samaritan, and 
tell him he hath a devil, which must needs be a thorn 
in his side, and a part (tf his Passion. 

The application of many passages in this Psalm to 
our Lord, mad(^ by himself and bis apostles, as well as 
the appointment of the whole, by the church, to be 
used on Good Friday, direct us^to consider it as ut- 
tered by the Son of God, in the day of his passion. 
Home. 

V. 13. The '^ acceptable time," in which 

Christ prayed, was the time when he offered the 
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great propitiatory sacrifice. Through the merit of 
that sacrifice it is, that we have an '' acceptable time 
And a day of salvation^' allowed us. 2 Cor. vi. 2. 
Behold, now is that time, behold now is that day ! 
Let us not delay one moment to use and improve it 
aright* 

V. 20. The argument urged by Christ, in 

these most afiecting Words, is, that in the extremity 
of his passion, he was left alone, without a comforter, 
a friend, or an attendant ; while all that were round 
about him studied to infuse every bitter and acrimo- 
nious ingredient into his cup of sorrows. This was 
literally, as well as metaphorically true : when ^^ they 
gave him to drink vinegar mingled with gall.^' See 
McUL xxvii. 34. John xix. 28. Such are the com- 
forts often administered, by the world, to an afSicted 
and deserted soul. 

Ps. cxxx. p. 38k Pardoning grace. 
' V. 7. Hope in God. 

V. 4. True repentance is foimded upon 

the sense of our own wretchedness, and faith in the 
divine mercy. Without the former, we should never 
seek for pardon and grace ; without the latter, we 
should despair of finding them. The Psalmist, there- 
fore, having in the three preceding verses, expressed 
the one, now maketh profession of the other. ^^ There 
is forgiveness with thee;*' thou wilt not ^^mark 
iniquities,^' or leave us to the rigours of strict justice, 
but thou hast devised means that we perish not for 
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ever : thou ha&i provided an aionemeDt, and in virtue 
of that atonement, the sinner may obtain pardon ; he 
need not, therefore, reject thy service, and cast him- 
self away in despair, but is encouraged to serve th^ 
acceptably through faith, with godly fear ; " there is 
forgiveness with thee, that thou mayest be feared." . 

— V. ?• The church of Israel was exhorted 

to " hope'' in Jehovah, because with him there was 
" mercy, and plenteous redemption." See Matt. i. 21. 

Ps. xxii. p. 39. David prayeth in great distress. 

V. 23. Hepraiseth God. 

V. 9, 10. This was eminently the case of 

Christ, who was the Son of God in a sense, which no 
other man ever was. But in him we are all children 
of God by adoption : we are all in the hands of a gra* 
cious providence from the womb ; and into those 
hands must we commend ourselves, when about to 
depart hence. To whom else, then, should we have 
recourse for support and consolation, in the day of 
calamity and' sorrow ? 

V. 11. From the holiness of God, v. 3, 

from the salvation vouchsafed to the people of old 
time, V. 4, 5, from the low estate to whidi Messiah 
was reduced, v. 6, T, 8, and from the watchful care 
of the Father over him, since his miraculous birth, 
V, 9, 10 : from all these considerations, he enforceth 
his petition for help, during his unparalleled suffer- 
ings, when " all forsook him and fled." Let us trea- 
sure up these things in our hearts, against the hour 
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^hen '^ trouble shall be near, and there shall be none 
to help ;'' when all shall forsake us, but God, our 
conscience, and our prayers. 

r^ V. 24. How this was fulfilled in Christ, 

see Heb. v. 7. Hammond. 

;v'. 26. A spiritual banquet is prepared in 

the church for the meek and lowly of heart ; the 
bread of life and the wine of salvation are set forth in 
the word and sacraments ; and they, that hunger 
and thirst after righteousness, shall be ^^ satisfied^' 
therewith : they ^^ who seek'' the Lord Jesus in his 
ordinances, ever find reason to '' praise him ;" while 
nourished by those noble and heavenly viands, they 
live the life, and work the works of grace, proceeding 
still forward to glory ; when their '^ heart shall live 
for ever," in heaven. Home. 

Ps. cxvi. p. 40. A song of thanksgiving* 

v. 6. GrtUitvdefoT salvation. 

V. 3, 4. These " sorrows,'^ or " bands of 

death,'^ once ^^ compassed^' the human race; these 
^^ pains of hell^^ were ready to seize on every son of 
Adam. The awakened and terrified conscience of a 
sinner hath felt the oppression of the former, and ex-^ 
perienced some foretaste of the latter* In this situa^ 
tion he is described by St* Paul as crying out, ^^ O 
wretched man that I am, who shall deliver me from 
this body of death I '' Let him take the course which 
the Psalmist took ; let him ^^ call upon the name of 
the Lord," even the Lord Jesus, who put himself in 
the sinner's place, and suffered for him unspeakable 

£2 
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" sorrows and pains ;'' let him do this, and he Bfaall 
be saved ; and shall sing the praises of his Almighty 
Saviour, in the words of this beautiful Psalm. 

V. 13. '* The cup of salvation" among the 

Jews was two-fold ; one offered in a more solemn 
manner in the temple ; Numb, xxviii. 7 : the other 
more private in families, called the cup of thanks- 
giving, or coiQ^moration of any deliverance ; begun 
by the mastei^^of the family, and attended, on festival 
days, with a suitable hymn ; such as was sung by our 
Lord and his disciples, MaU. xxvi. 30, on the nij^t 
when he advuioed that cup into the sacrament of his 
blood, which hath ever since been to Chiristians ^^ the 
cup of salvation/' and which all penitents should now 
receive in the church, with invocation, thanksgiving, 
and payment of the '^ vows,'' made in time of trouble. 

Ps. xxii. p. 41. The st/fffermgi of Christ. 

V. 1. Christ, the beloved Son of the Fa- 
ther, when hanging on the cross, complained in these 
words, that he was deprived, for a time, of the divine 
presence, and coBoforting influence ; while he suffered 
for our sins. If the Master thus underwent the trial 
of a spiritaal desertion, why doth the disciple think 
it strange, unless the light of heaven shine continually 
upon his tabernacle ? Let us comfort ourselves, in 
such circumstances, with the thought, that we are 
thereby ^nfonned to the image of our dying Lord ; 
that fiwi) which set in a doud, to arise without one. 

V. 2. Even our Lord himself, as man, 

prayed ^^ that if it were possible the cup might pass 
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from him f but God had ordained otherwise, for his 
own glory, and for man's salvation. ^^ Day and 
night," in proq)erity and adversity, living and dying, 
let us not be ^' silent,'' but cry for deliverance; always 
remembering to add, as Christ did, ^^ Nevertheless, 
not my vnll, but thine be done." Nor let any man 
be impatient for the return of his prayers, since every 
petition preferred even by the Son of God himself was 
not granted. 

Ps. xxxi. p. 41. Deliverance from death. 

V. 5. David, in his distresses, might by 

these words express his resignation of himself and 
his affairs into the hands of God : but it is certain that 
Christ actually did expire upon the cross with the 
former part of this verse in his mouth, Luke xxiii. 46. 
Nor is there any impropriety in the application of the 
latter part to him ; since, as man, the surety and rcr 
presentative of our nature, he was re^deemed from the 
power of the enemy, by ^' the God of truth" accom- 
plishing his promises. 

Ps. Ivii. p. 43. A strain (^ the highest eogultatian 
cmd jubilee. 

V. 7. At the prospect of approaching dsf- 

liverance,the prophet in the person of Christ, declareth 
his heart to be fixed and established, stedfast and un- 
moveable in the midst of trouble, even then preparing 
to celebrate its future enlargement, with songs of 
praise. 

v. 8. For this purpose he calls upon his 

tongue, with all his instruments of music, all the 
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organs of the body, and affections of the soul, to unite 
their powers in sweetest harmony and concert, and 
to awaken the sluggish morning with the voice of 
melody, sounding forth the glories of redemption. 
Thus should the morning be ever celebrated, on 
which Christ '^ arose from the dead, and became the 
first fruits of them that slept*'' 

V. 9, 10. The resurrection of Jesus from 

the grave, foreshadowed in the deliverance of David 
from the hand of Saul, was a transaction which 
caused the heavens, and all the powers therein, to 
extol the mercy and the truth of God. The nations 
of the earth, whose are the benefits and the blessings 
of that transaction, are therefore bound evermore to 
make it the subject of their praises and thanksgivings ; 
which is done by the members of our church, every 
Easter-day, in the words of this very Psalm. 

— V. 11. Even so, be thou still exalted, 

O blessed Jesus, above the heavens, while the angels 
sing their hallelujahs on high ; and let thy glory be 
above all the earth, while, in Psalms, and hynms, and 
spiritual songs, the congregations of the redeemed 
incessantly magnify thy salvation below. 

The church triumphant, and the church below, 
In songs of praise their present union shew : 
Their joys are full, our expectation long ; 
In life we dider, but we join in song. 
Angels, and we, assisted by this art. 
May sing together, though we dwell apart 

Wa WSB, on Divine Poesie. 



Haw different, my brethreq, is this morning's so- 
lemnity , from those which lately called us to the bouse 
of God 1 How happy the change from lamentation, 
and -mourning, and woe, the tragedy of a bleeding 
and a dying Saviour, to joy and gladness, and the 
triimiph of a living and victorious one ? For this is 
the day which the Lord hath made. Ps. cxviii. 24. 
Jiev. i. 18. Stanhope. 

Ps. cxviii. p. 43. A triumphant hymn. 

V. 22. The repeated application made of 

the 22d verse in the New Testament, and the ap«' 
pointment of the Psalm, by the church, to be used on 
£aster-day, lead us to consider the whole as a tri- 
umphant hymn, sung by King Messiah, at the head 
of the Israd of God, on occasion of his resurrection 
and exaltation. 

V. 24. Of the day on which Christ 

arose from the dead, it may, with more propriety 
than of any other day, be affirmed, ^' This is the day 
which Jehovah hath made.'' Then it was, that the 
'' rejected stone'' became the '' head of the corner." 
A morning then dawned, which is to be followed by 
no evening ; a brighter sun arose upon the world, 
which is to set no more ; a day began which will 
never end ; and night and darkness departed, to re- 
turn not again. For thus saith the Lord to his 
church by the prophet Isaiah, '' Thy sun shall no 
more go down, neitherj shall thy moon withdraw 
itself, for the Lord shall be thine everlasting light, 
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and the days of thy moomiiig shall be ended." 
h, be 20. Easter-day is in a peculiar manner con* 
secrated to Him, idio, by his fesarredion, triomphed 
over death and hdl. On that day^ through faith, ^re 
triumph with him ; we ^' rgoioe and are glad in his 
salvation." 

V. 27* As J^ovah hath manifested his 

power and glory, by raising Qirist from the dead ; as 
he hath, by so doing, *' shewed us the lighf of 
life and inunortality ; let us observe the festival which 
is designed to perpetuate the memory of so great and 
joyful an event. ^^ Qirist our passover/' saith an 
apostle, ^^ is sacrificed for us ; therefore, let us keep 
the feast.'^ 1 Cor. v. 7. Let us keep it, only changing 
legal for evangelical sacraments atid ceremonies ; let 
us go to the altar, not to see a figure of the Iamb of 
God, as he was to be slain, but to behold a repre- 
sentaticm of him as be hath been slain ; to behold, in 
figure, his body broken, and his blood poured out ; 
to eat the bread of life, and drink the cup of jsal«- 
vation. 

Ps. xvi. p. 44. The death and ressurrection of 
Christ, - ' 

V. 11. The return of Christ from the 

grave is beautifully described by Jehovah ^' shewing," 
or discovering to him a " path of life,^' leading through 
the valley of the shadow of death, and from that 
valley to the summit of the hill of Zion, or to the 
mount of God in heaven, on which he now sits 
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enthroned. There, exalted at the right hand of the 
Father, that human body, which expired on the 
cross, and slept in the sepulchre, live^ and reigns, 
filled with delight, and encircled by glory incom- 
prehensible and endless. Through this thy beloved 
Son and our dear Saviour, '^ thou shalt shew'' us 
likewise, OLord, '^ the path of life f thou shalt jus- 
tify our souls by thy grace now, and raise our bodies 
by thy power at the last day.; when earthly sorrow 
shall terminate. in heavenly joy, aod momentary pain 
shall beVewarded with everlasting felicity. 

Ps. c p. 44. ^ psalm of praise. 

V. 1. The prophet addresseth himself to 

" all lands,'' or to "all the earth ;" to Gentiles, as 
wdl as Jews. He exhorteth fhem to' ' \ ;nake a joyful 
noise," a noise like that of the trumpets at the time 
of jubilee, a sound of universal triumph and exul- 
tation, in honour of " Jehovah," now;become their 
Liord and Saviour. The service of this our Master is 
perfect freedom ; it is a service of love, a freedom 
from Pharaoh and the task-masters, from Satan and 
his own imperious lusts ; it is a redemption from the 
most cruel bondage,* into the glorious liberty of the 
sons of God. Let us^ therefore, do as we are com- 
manded ; let us " serve the Lord with gladness;" and 
when we " come before his presence" in the temple, 
let it it be ^' with singing" to the praise and glory of 
oxur Redeemer. Thus he is served in heaven; and 
thu^ he delighteth to be served on earth. 
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Ps. cv. p. 45. A psalm of thanksgiving. 

A hymn for the festival of the Passover. Horsiey. 

V. 1. An exhortation to praise Jehovah 

for his works of mercy and power wrought in favour 
of Israel. Horne. 

A duty now incumbent on us Christians, upon far 
greater and more considerable obligations, that espe- 
cially of our redemption by Christ from the power, as 
well as the guilt, of sin. Hammond, (v. 46.) 

Ps. cxviii. p. 45. An exhortation to praise God 
for his mercy. 

■' p. 46* Danger and deliverance fr&tn it. 

V. 19. Public praise for delivercmce 

from, death. 

V. 1* The Christian church is now 

*' the Israel of Grod;'' her ministers constitute the 
true ^^ house of Aaron,^' being the spiritual progeny 
of our great High Priest ; and the Gentiles, not the 
Jews, are they who know and *' fear Jehovah.^' Let 
these all celebrate, for these all have experienced^ the 
benefits and blessings of '' eternal ihercy,^' by the 
resurrection of Jesus frotn the dead. Home. 

V. 14. Risen with Christ from the grave 

we proceed to praise Jehovah, in the words which 
Moses and Israel first used, when they had ascended 
from the depths of the sea, and b^eld fheir efiemies 
destroyed for ever ; '* Jehovah is my strength, and 
my song, and is become my salvation*'' Exod. xv* 2. 

V. 15. And never doth that sacred .day 
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come round, on Tivhich the resurrection of Jesus is 
celebrated, but '^ the voice of rejoicing is in the taber- 
nacles of the righteous ;^^ there is a noise of them 
that sing for joy, in the camp of the saints ; the church 
militant resoundeth with thanksgiving and the voice 
of melody: paradise is restored below, and earth 
beareth some resemblance of heaven, while these 
transporting hymns are sung in honour of our great 
Redeemer. He is that '^ arm and right hand of Je-^ 
hovah," which hath "done valiantly,^' which hath 
crushed our strongest enemy, and is very high '^ ex- 
alted" over all. " Thy right hand, O Lord, hath be- 
come glorious in power ; thy right hand, O Lord, 
hath dashed in pieces the enemy." Exod, xv. 6. 

V. 18. As Christ is risen, " we shall not 

die, but live :" we shall not die eternally, but we shcdl 
live, in this world, the life of grace, in the world to 
come, the life of glory ; that we may in both, declare 
the " works," and chant the praises, of God our 
Saviour. 

V. 19. " Open ye," may believers exclaim 

in triumph to those celestial spirits, who delight to 
minister to the heirs of salvation, '*• Open ye the gates 
of righteousness," those gates, through which nothing 
miclean can pass, *' that the righteous nation, which 
keepeth the truth, may enter in," Is, xxvi. 2, and 
sing, with your harmonious choirs, the praises of him, 
who sittcth upon the throne ; for he hath overcome 
the sharpness of death, he hath opened the kingdom 
of heaven to all believers. 
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Ps. iii. p. 47. Doubts and fears suppresL 

V. 5. The security of GoiPs protection. 

V* 1. David is astonished to find, that " the 

hearts of the men of Israel are after Absalom/' 
2 Sam, XV. 13 ; that his counsellors are revolted, and 
his friends falling off continually ; and that the king 
of Israel is forced to leave his capital, mourning and 
weeping. Thus led forth out of Jerusalem by his 
own children in arms against him, the holy Jesus 
went, forsaken and sorrowing, to the cross, in the 
day of trouble. 

V* 3. The same Jehovah is " the lifter up 

of our fieads,^^ by the gift of holy confidence, and the 
hope of a resurrection, through that of Jesus Christ, 
prefigured by the triumphant and happy return of 
David to Jerusalem. 

V. 5. Behold David, in the midst of dan- 
ger, sleeping without fear ; secure, through the 
divine protection, of awaking to engage and vanquish 
his enemies. Behold the Son of David composing 
himself to rest upon the cross, that bed of sorrows ; 
and commending his spirit into the Father's hands, 
in full confidence of a joyful resurrection, according 
to the promise at the time appointed. Behold this, 
O Christians, and let faith teach thee how to sleep, 
and how to die ; while it assures thee, that as sleep 
is a short death, so death is only a longer sleep ; and 
that the same God watches over thee, in ihy bed, 
and in thy grave. 

V. 8. *' Salvation" is not to be had from 
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man, from the kings of the earth, or the gods of the 
heathen, from saints or angels, but from Jehovah 
alone ; to yvbom alone, therefore, the glory should 
be ascribed. If He will save, none can destroy ; if 
He will destroy, none can save. Let Balak, then, 
curse Israel, or hire Balaam to curse them for him ; 
be but ^' Ihy blessing," O Lord, upon thy people, and 
it suffioeth. 

Ps. cvi. p» 48. Praise to OocL 

V. 47. Prayer and praise. 

V* 2. But who is su6icient for a work, 

which demandeth the tongues and harps of angels ? 
'^ When you glorify ttie Lord," saith the son of 
Sirach, exalt him as much as you can ; for even yet 
will he far exceed: and when you exalt him, put 
forth all your strength, and be not weary ; for you 
can never go far enough." Ecclus. xliii. 30. 

v. 47. It appears from this verse, that the 

Psalm was written at a time when Israd was in cap- 
tivity ^ among the heathen.^' Such will be the peti- 
tion of the Jews hereafter to him whom they cru- 
cified : and such is now the petition of the Christian 
church, that the elect may be finally gathered to^ 
gether, and united in one congregation, ^^ to give 
thanks unto the name, and triumph for ever in the 
praises, of Jesus.^' 

Ps. cxi. p. 49. Praise to God for his glorious 

V. 6. and gracious works. 

V. 1. Jehovah is to be " praised," ncit 
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only with the voice, and the understanding, but with 
the " heart,^' with the " whole'^ heart, and all its af- 
fections, tuned like the chords of the son of Jesse^s 
harp, to a song of gratitude and love* Solitary de- 
votion hath, doubtless, its beauties and excellencies ; 
but how glorious is it to hear the voices of a whole 
Christian " congregation^^ break forth into hallelujahs ! 

v. 3. The " work" of all others, in which 

the " honour and glorious majesty" of Jehovah ap- 
peared, and which the Christian church celebrates 
with this Psalm, is the salvation and exaltation of our 
nature, by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 
dead ; an event, which contained in it the accomplish- 
ment of the ancient promises, and thereby demon- 
strated to all the world the everlasting truth, fidelity, 
and '^ righteousness" of him who made them, 

V. 9. He who " sent redemption" to Is- 
rael by the hand of Moses, hath now ^^ sent redemp- 
tion,^^ by the power of Jesus, to all the world ; he 
who, at Mount Sinai, established his '' covenant" 
with his people, and gave them a law, hath now es- 
tablished his '* covenant" with the Gentiles, and pub- 
lished to them his Gospel from Sion. '' Holy is his 
name," and therefore " terrible" to those who, under 
all the means of grace, continue unholy. 

V. 10. The « fear of God" is the first step 

to salvation, as it exciteth a sinner to depart from 
evil, and to do good ; to implore pardoQ, and to sue 
for grace ; to apply to a Saviour for the.pne, and to a 



Sftoctifiar for the other. Religion is the perfeciioD 
of wisdom, practice the best instructor, and thanks- 
giving the sweetest recreation. 

Ps. Ixxxi. p. 60. An ej^hortation to a solemn 
praising of GocU 

V. 1. If Israelites were thus exhorted 

to keep their feast days, with joy and gladness of 
heart ; to exalt their voices, and join together all 
their sweetest instruments of music, in honour of him 
who had rescued them from Egyptian bondage, and 
given them a law from Sinai ; in what exulting 
strains ought we to celebrate the festivals of the 
Christian church ; with what triumph of soul, and 
harmony of affections, are we bound to ^' sing aloud 
to God our strength,^^ who hath redeemed us from 
death, and published the Gospel from Zion? Since, 
as the Apostle saith, ^' Holy days, new moons, and 
sabbath-days,^' of old, " were'' only " a shadow of 
things to come ; butthebody is of Christ." Oo/.ii.l6« 

V. 3. In the Jewish church, notice was 

given of feasts, jubilees, &c., by sound of trumpet. 
All the new moons, or beginnings of months, were 
observed in this manner, see Numb. x. 1 ; but on the 
September new moon, or first day of the seventh 
month, was kept a great festival, called ^' the feast of 
trumpets," Lsvit. xxiii. 24 ; Numb* xxix. 1 ; whidi, 
probably, is here intended. This September new 
moon had a particular regard paid to it, because, ac« 
cording to the whole calculation, before Israel came 
out of Egypt, it was the first new moon in the ycar^ 

P2 
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'wiiidi began upon this day, the first of the (after-' 
nmrds) seventh month. The tenth of the same month 
was the great day of atonement ; and on the fifteenth 
"v^as celebrated the feast of tabernacles, see I^mt. 
xxiii. 27, and 34. Our Psahn, th«iefore, se^ms to 
have been designed for the purpose of awakening and 
stirring up the devotion of the people, upon the so- 
lemn entrance of a month, in ^^fbidi they were to 
commemorate so many past blessings, prefigurative 
of much greater blessings, to come. We have now 
our feast days, our Christmas, Easter, Whitsuntide, 
&c. On these, and all other solemn occasions, let 
the evangelical trumpet give a sound of victory, of 
liberty, of joy and rejoicing ; of victory over death, 
of liberty from sin, of joy and rejoicing in Christ 
Jesus our Saviour. 

Ps. cxxxiv. p. 60. An exhortcUion to bless God, 
This Psalm seems to have been made to be sung by 
some one or more of the Levites, at the shutting up 
of the gates of the temple : to excite the rest, whose 
turn it was to watch that night, to be diligent in their 
of&ce of singing Psalms, and making devout prayers 
for the people. Patrick. 

We read 1 Chron. ix. 33, that the Levitical singers 
were *' employed in their work day and night f to the 
end, doubtless, that the earthly sanctuary might bear 
some resemblance of that above, where, St John tells 
ns, the redeemed " are before the throne of God, and 
serve him day and night in his temple.'' Reo. vii. 15. 
Home, 



I^s. cxxxv. p. 51. An exhortation to praise God. 

This, perhaps, Tms the momiog hymn, which the 
Prsecentor (y. 4, 5,) called upon the Levites to sing, 
at the opening of the gates of the temple : as the for- 
mer was sung at the shutting up of the gates in the 
evening. It recounts several of the great works of 
the Lord ; especially towards that nation : whom it 
excites to stedfastness in their religion ; and to con- 
tempt of idols and idolaters. Patrick. 

Ps. cxv. p. 51. God is to be blessed for his bless-* 
ings. 

The 115th Psalm is a rendering of all glory to the 
true and only God in opposition to all idol-deities, 
and a calling upon all sorts of men to place their 
whole affiance and trust in him. Hammond. 

v. 16. He who himself dwelleth in the 

highest heavens, where he is praised and glorLBed by 
angels, hath ^^ given the earth'^ for an habitation, at 
present, '' to the sons of men/' whose duty it is to 
praise and glorify him here below, as the angels do 
above. Now as ^* the dead cannot praise him/' as 
they who sleep in the silent grave cannot celebrate 
him, we may be certain, that he will not suffer his 
people to be destroyed and extirpated, but will 
always preserve a church to '^ bless him'' in all ages, 
till the end of the world ; when the dead shall be 
raised, and the choirs of heaven and earth shall be 
united to praise and glorify him together before bis 
throne, for evermore. Horne. 
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Ps. xcvii. p. 52. The majesty of GocPb kingdom. 

V. 1. Triumphant oyer death and hell, 

the Lord Jesus is gone up on high and '' reigneth.^' 
What greater cause can the whole ^^ earth'' have to 
*' rejoice ;" yea, even the most distant isles of the 
Gentiles, to ^^ be glad," and to sing for joy ; since 
they are all become his subjects, and share the 
unspeakable blessings of so gracious a reign. We 
Britons, as inhabiting one of those heathen isles, and 
enjoying so fair a portion of evangelical blessings, 
have reason to repeat this verse, with a particular 
pleasure and energy. 

Ps. xcix. p. 52. The kingdom of God in Zion. 

V. 2. The power and pre-eminence of 

the Redeemer, whom no creature is able to resist, 
are reasons why all should save themselves^ by 
yielding in time to his sceptre ; by taking the bene-^ 
fit of his protection, instead of incurring his dis- 
pleasure i by '^ praising his great, terrible, and holy 
name/' instead of suffering the Almighty vengeance, 
which he, who owns that Name, can inflict. 

Ps. cxiv. p. 53. The power and mercy of the 
Almighty* 

V. 8. He who brought water out erf the 

sacramental rock in the wilderness, hath since caused 
rivers of living water to flow through the world, 
from the rock of our salvation ; nay, he hath dis- 
solved the stony hearts of sinners, and made to 
spring up in them fountains of this water of life. 
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r these great instances of his power and his love, 
are taught to bless his holy name ; when we sing 
> Psalm, as an evangelical hymn, on the day of 
- Lord's resurrection. 
Ps. cxlix. p. 53. Go(Ps love to the church. 

V. 1. Christians are now the people, 

whom belong the names and characters of saints, 

ael, and children of Sion. They '' sing'' tiiis hdy 

song" as the Psalmist hath enjoined them to do. 

ley sing it ^' new" in its evangelical sense, as new 

en, celebrating new victories, new and greater 

ercies, a spiritual salvation, an eternal redemption. 

hey ^^ rejoice" with hearts, voices, instruments, and 

' ery other token of joy, '' in him who hath made," 

r created them again, in righteousness and true 

oliness ; they are "joyful in their King," who hath 

imself overcome, and is now leading them on to 

oal conquest and triumph, to honoiur and im- 

aortality. 

X. 5. " The saints shall be joyfid with 

^ory : they shall sing aloud," in a state of perfect 
^<^e and security, resting from their labours, but not 
from their hallelujahs. 



When the power of God Almighty, which first 
inade man out of dust, and that dust out of nothing, 
shall once more exert itself, by making that da^t the 
^^ it was before— happy those blessed men, who 
^hen csm bear the sound of the last trump ^ whose 
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eonscienoes do not then sting them with terror ; nor 
the gnawing worms within anticipate the condem- 
nation of the dreadful tribunal ; who can express the 
comfort of those righteous souls, who then shall meet 
their Saviour in the clouds ? N^ as an angry judge, 
but as a friend and deliverer ; as one who conies to 
rescue them from rottenness and corruption, to 
crown their faithfulness, and give them full pos- 
session of their hopes ; nay, to pour upon them the 
ridbes of his mercy, and to fix them in the enjoyment 
of bliss unspeakable, unchangeable, and full of glory ? 
For such honour have all his saints ; and this is 
the portion of every one that loves the Lord Jesus 
in sincerity and truth. {Ps, cxlix. 9. Eph. vi. 24.) 
Stanhope. 

Ps. xxiv. p. 54. Dwelling with God. 

V. 3. If the Almighty Creator and 

Lord of all the earth has chosen us to be his peculiar 
people, to serve and worship him in his temple, upon 
the holy hill of Sion, whither the sacred symbol of 
his presence is now ascending, what manner of per- 
sons ought we to be ? The reasoning is exactly the 
same, as Bishop Lowth observes, with that of Moses, 
in Deut. x. 14—16, " Behold the heaven and the 
heaven of heavens is the Lord's thy God ; the earth 
also, with all that therein is. Only the Lord had a 
delight in thy fathers, to love them ; and he chose 
their seed after them, even you, above all people, as 
it is this day. Circumcise, therefore, the foreskin of 
your heart, and be no more stiffnecked.'^ Th^ argu- 
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ment applies with additional force, to ourselves, as 
Christians. We compose a far more numerous and 
magnificent procession than that of the Israelites, 
when the church universal, with her spiritual ser- 
vices, attends our Lord, as it were, upon his ascen- 
sion, in heart and mind ascending, with him, into ttie 
holy places, not made with hands. 

Ps. cxvii. p. 54. An exhortation to praise God 
for his mercy and truth. 

This Psalm is employed, Rom. xv- 11, to prove, 
that the Gentiles were one day to praise God for the 
mercies of redemption. 

Ps. cviii. p. 56. A Psalm of praise. 
The prophet awakes himself and his instruments 
of music, to give thanks to God among the people, 
and among the nations, for setting himself above the 
heavens, and his glory above all the earth, which was 
most literally fulfilled in his ascension into heaven, 
and sitting down at the right hand of God. Sparrow. 
Ps. xxiv. p. 65. Chrisfs Ascension. 

V. 7. We must now form to ourselves 

an idea of the Lord of glory, after his resurrection 
from the dead, making his entry into the eternal 
temple in heaven ; as of old, by the symbol of his 
presence, he took possession of that figurative and 
temporary structure, which once stood upon the hill 
of Sion. We are to conceive him gradually rising 
from Mount Olivet, into the air, taking the clouds 
for his chariot, and ascending up on high; while 
some of the angels, like the Levites in procession, 
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attendant on the triumphant Messiah, in the day of 
his power, demand, that those everlasting gates and 
doors, hitherto shut and barred against the race of 
Adam, should be thrown open, for his admission 
into the realms of bliss. ^^ Lift up your heads, 
O ye gates, and be ye lift up, ye everlasting doors, 
and the King of glory shall come in/^ On hearing 
this voice of jubilee and exultation from the earth, 
the abode of misery and sorrow, the rest of the 
angels, astonished at the thought of a MAN claiming 
a right of entrance into their happy regions, ask, 
from within, like the Levites in the temple, " Who 
is this King of glory ?" To which question the at- 
tendant angels answer, in a strain of joy and triumph 
— and let the church of the redeemed answer with 
them — '^ The Lord strong and mighty, the Lord 
mighty in battle ;'^ the Lord Jesus victorious over 
sin, death, and hell. Therefore we say, and with 
holy transport we repeat it, ^' Lift up your heads, 
O ye gates, and be ye lift up, ye everlasting doors, 
and the King of glory shall come in/' And if any 
ask, " Who is the King of glory ?" to heaven and 
earth we proclaim aloud, " The Lord of hosts,'' all 
conquering Messiah, head over every creature, the 
leader of the armies of Jehovah, '' He is the King 
pf glory." Even so, Glory be to thee, O Lord 
most High ! Amen. Hallelujah. Home, 
Ps. xlvii. p. 56* Messiah^s Exaltation. 

V. 6. Literally, if applied to the ark, as 

Bishop Patrick paraphrases the verse, " God is goncj 
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up b}' the special token of his presence, into that holy 
place, with shouts of joy and praise ; The Lord is 
gone up in a triumphant manner, irith the sound of 
the trumpet, and all other instruments of music," 
see 2 Sam. vi. 5, 15. 2 Chron, v.2, 12, &c fV.cxxxii. 
8, 9. But spiritually, as applied now, by the Chris- 
tian church, to the ascension of Christ into heaven, 
prefigured by that of the ark into the iemfle — God 
incarnate is gone up into that holy place, not made 
with hands ; the everlasting doors of heaven are 
opened, for the King of glory to enter, and re- 
possess his ancient throne ; there he is received by 
united acclamations of the celestial armies, by that 
'^ shout," that voice of the archangel, and that 
'^trumpofGod,^ which are to sound again, in the 
day when he shall so come, in like manner, as he 
went into heaven. 

- ■ ■ V. 6, 7. Who can contemplate the glorious 
triumph of human nature over its enemies, in the 
person of our King, risen and ascended, without find- 
ing himself coustrained to break forth into joy, and 
to sing with a thankful heart, and an elevated voice, 
the praises due unto Ips holy name ! These divine 
hymns were designed for that purpose. Let us, there- 
fore, sing them, and let us sing them ^^ with under- 
standing ;^^ considering by whom they were indited, 
^of whom they treat; reflecting, that the eternal 
Spirit is their author ; and their subject, the blessed 

G 
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Ps. xciii. p. 56. Chrises kingdom. 
Risen firimi the dead, and asoended into heaven, the 
Lord Jesus reigneth and shall reign, ^' till he hath 
put all enemies under his feet :^' 1 Cor. xv. 25. By 
the glorification of his human nature, he is clothed 
with majesty : All power is given unto him in heaven 
and in earth, Mait.yxmu 18 ; so that he is ^' eirded 
with strength ;" and through that stren^h hji hath 
*' established^' thejoew ^'wprld/' that is to 0ay, hjs 
dmrcb, that it ^' cannot be move^/' or subverted by 
all the powers <^ earth ami ML 

Ps. .^xlvy p. 57, A jRsalm qf praise* 

~ — -^^ V. 1 , 2, The -same divite per^op, who 

was, in a peculiar :m»mer, the ^^God'^ and *^ Kukg" 
of Israel, now slandetfa in those relations to the Gen- 
tile Cbri^bian chmfcb, and by her is es:tolled in the 
words of this Psalm, originally composed and used 
(or that purpose among the Israelites. Christ is our 
'^ God/' who hath saved. us, according to his cover 
nant and promise ; he is our ^^ Kipg/' who bath set 
Up the universal and Everlasting kingdom (br^old by 
Daniel and the other prophets ; who bath ^^aU power 
in heaven and earth f and who *^ must reign till he 
hath put all eAemies under his feet, and swallowed up 
death in victory .^^ In fhe mean time it is the daily 
emfdloyment of us, his redeemed subjects and ser- 
vants, to chant forth the praises of his saving and 
glorious '^ name,'' with Which the church, on earQi, 
and in heaven, will resound " for ever and ever.'? 
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— ^ V, 3. . The ** greatnesJs'V of Jebin-^, 

whether we consider it as relatiif^g to' his %iiMnce, or 
his works^ is never to be fully c6iB[ptehendeA by his 
saints, whose delight it is to contemplate^* the.breadth, 
and length, and depth, and height/' ^ph.. iii. 18, the 
extent and duration of his Being and- his I(ingdom, 
Ihe profundity of his counsels, an^d Ibe sublimity of 
his -power and glory. These are the inexhaiustible 
subjects of diviibb meditation, transmitted fi^om ag6 to 
age. And as the greatness of God our Saviour hath 
no bounds, so his praises should have no end, nor 
should the voice of thtoksgiving .ever c^a^e In th6 
church. A« ** one generation'' dropis If, ^^anOHher'' 
s]iouId take it up, and prolong the delightful strain, 
till the sun and the ihoon shall withdraw thehr light 5 
and the stars fall extinguished frotn their orbs. . 

Ps. Ixviii. p. 67. Christ's ascension^ and the gift 
of the Spirit. 

'" • — — ^ V. 4. The prophet Exhorts the people 
of (itA to magnify, vfiAi psalms and hymns, and spi- 
ritual songs, the eternal and incommunicable *"' nam^" 
of him " who was, and is, and is to come ;" wh^ de- 
riving being from none, gives it to all ; and who, as 
Redeemer of his people, is exalted abbve th^ *^ hea- 
vens," and all thie powers tberein-; ab6ve thi gods of 
the nations ; acknowl^ged and glorified by saints 
and angels ; feared and trembled at by ungodly men, 
and evil spirits. 

V. 18. When the ark had ascended 

Mount Sion, and was deposited in the place assigned 
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for it, the nngen are supposed, by Dr. Qiaiidler, to 
have proceeded with this part of the Psalm, in ^vhich 
they cdebrate the aso^ision of their God and King, 
tiy the symbol of his presmoe, to the heights of Sion, 
after having subdued their enemies, and enriched his 
people witfi the spoil of the vanquished, and the gifts 
of the tributary nations ; of which mudi was probably 
employed in the service of the tabemade, and after- 
wards in building the temple, first designed by David, 
'*" thai the Lord God might dwell/^ and have a fixed 
permanent habitation, among his people. But this 
whole transaction, like many others of old, being a 
figurative one, the Apostle, ^ph^ iv. 8, has applied 
the words before us to our blessed Saviour (the true 
ARK, on which the GLORY rested^, who per- 
sonally ascended up to the highest heavens, led 
captivity captive, by triumphing over his conquered 
enemies, and having received gifts from his heavenly 
Father, as the fruits of his victory, gave them unto 
men, as was most conducive to the establishment of 
his church, " that the Lord God might dwell among 
them/' 

Ps. civ. p. 58. The mighty power of God. 
The 104th and 145th psalms are thankful com- 
memorations of the various gifts of God the Holy 
Ghost, who then gave temporal, this day, spiritual 
gifts, which spiritual gifts of this day were shadowed 
out by those temporal, and '^ all come from the same 
Spirit," 1 Cor. xii. 4, to whom this feast is held sa- 
cred : so that in blessing the author of them, we 



bless the aulh^lr of these, the holy Spirit, from whom 
these divers gifts come. Spartow. 
Pa. c. p. 68. A Psalm o/ praiae. * 

V. 4. " Jehovah is good ;'' he is the source 

of all teautj^ and perfecticiA < na the creaHUre; how 
altogetht^r lovely must he needs he in himself! - ^^ Kte 
mercy is eveHi^iDg^'^ ext^dlng thl*oi^'time.i^fo 
eternity ; <( and Ms trutb^" or fidelity ita<a'ckH)inp)ish* 
ing his proinises, ^^endufeth to att generations/' 
evidenced to the whole race of mankind^ fbotn Adam 
to his IsCst born son. The Psalms Which cetehf^f^ 
these attributes, will nev^r, therefore, be out of^*datey 
but ^h successive geniemtiopwill c^nt them with- 
fresh pr^riety,^ and fresh delist, until by saints and 
aiigels they are sung new in the kingdom of God. 
P». \u p. 59. The kingdom of Christ. '• 

V. 7, " By the resurrection from the dead'^ 

Christ was *<^declared to be the Son of God','?/!ow.i.4, 
and upod tiie morning of the third day did those- 
woi^s of the Father manifest a ihost important truth, 
'^ Thou art my son, this day have I begotten thee," 
^cts xiii. 33. In his death he assured lis of bis hu- 
tnamty, by his resurrection he demonstrated his 
divinity. Pearson^ Art. 5. 

— ^^ V. 8. David sets forlh the empire of the 
Messiah, bs that which was to reach over all the 
earth, Watson. . 

That sudi request was made by Christ, and granted 
by the Father, the person who writes this, and he 

g2 
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who reads it, in a once Pagan, but now Christian 
island, are both witnesses. Home. 

Ps. cii. p. 59. An address to the eternal Son of 
God. 

V. 25. Amidst the changes and chances of 

this mortal life, one topic of consolation will ever re- 
gain, namely, the eternity and immutability of God 
iur Saviour ; of him who was, and is, and is to come. 
Kingdoms and empires may rise and fall ; nay, the 
heavens and the earth, as they were originally pro- 
duced and formed by the WORD of God, the Son, or 
second person in the Trinity, to whom the Psalmist 
here addresseth himself, see Heb. i. 10, so will they, 
at the day appointed, be folded up, and laid aside, as 
an old or worn-out garment ; or, if the substance re- 
main, the present form and fashion of them will 
perish, and they will be utterly changed and altered 
from the state in which they now are. But Jehovah 
is ever the same ; his years have no end, nor can his 
promise fail, any more than himself. *' Heaven and 
earth," saith he, ^' shall pass away ; but my words 
shall not pass away." Matt. xxiv. 35. 

Ps. civ. p. 60. The glory of God in creation and 
providence. 

God is of himself infinitely glorious, because his 
perfeclions are absolute; his excellencies indefective, 
and the splendour of this glory appeareth unto us in 
and through the works of his hands. ^' The invisible 
things of him from the creation of the world are 
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dearly seen, being understood by the things that are 
made, even his eternal power and Godhead.^ (Rom. 
i. 20.) For ^* He hath made the earth by his power, 
he hath established the world by his wisdom, and hath 
stretched out the heavens by his discretion." (Jer* x. 
12 ; li. 15.) *^ O Lord, how manifold are thy works ! 
in wisdom hast thou made them all." (Ps. civ. 24.) 
'^ Let them praise the name of the Lord," saith David, 
^^ for his name alone is excellent; his glory is above 
the earth and heaven.^' {Ps, cxlviii. 13.) See Neh. ix. 
6, 6 ; Rom. xi. 36. And the twenty-four elders in 
the Revelation of St. John, '* Fall down before him 
that sitteth on the throne, and worship him that liveth 
for ever and ever, and cast their crowns,^' the emblems 
of their borrowed and derived glories, before the 
throne, the seat of infinite and eternal majesty, 
*' saying, Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory, 
and honour, and power: for thou hast created all 
things, and for thy pleasure they are and were cre- 
ated." Pearson. 

Ps. cl. p. 60. An exhortation to praise God, 

V. 6. The breath of natural life, which 

God hath breathed into our nostrils, and the breath of 
that new and eternal life, which he hath given us 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, should be returned in 
hallelujahs. And then the church, composed of many 
and different members, all actuated, like the pipes of 
a well-tuned organ, by the same Spirit, and con- 
spiring together in perfect harmony, would become 
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oni^gfeat ioidiruihent, sounding forth the praises of 
God most High, tiorne. 

'^Xet every thing tiiat hath bi^eath praise the- 
Lord !" With this wish the sweet Psalmist of Israel 
cl6ses the songs of Sioh. 

HaLLEI/UJAH. 



Ps. xviii. p. 61. l)ivine interposition. 
' V. 12. Storms and tempests in the ele- 
ment of air are instruments of the divine displeasure, 
and are, therefore, selected as figures of it. When 
God descends from above, the clouds of heaven com- 
pose an awful and gloomy tabernacle, in the midst of 
which he is supposed to reside; the reins of whirl- 
winds are in his hand, and he directs their impetuous 
course through the world ; the whole artillery of the 
aereal regions is at his command, to be by him em- 
ployed against his enemies, in the day of battle and 
war. 

— V. 12. As in the days of Joshua, x. 11. 

Patrick. See Job xxxviii. 22, 23. 

The discharge of the celestial artillery upon the 
adverse powers is here magnificently described. Ter- 
rible it was to them, as when lightnings and thun- 
ders, hailstones and balls of fire, making their vmy 
through the dark clouds which contain them, strike 
terror and dismay into the hearts of men. Such is 
the *' voice,'' and such are the arrows of the Lord 
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AJmig-hty, wherewith he '' diaoomfortelh'' all who 
oppose the execution of his oounsek, and obstruct the 
salvation of his chosen. Every display and descrip- 
tion of this sort, and indeed every thunder storm 
which we behold, should remind us of that exhibition 
of power and vengeance, which b hereafter to ac- 
company the general resurrection. Home. 

Ps. xxxiv. p. 61. TAe privileges of the righteous. 

V. 22. '^ O God, the strength of all them 

that put their trust in thee/' &c Ps. xj^viL 1 ; xxxiv. 
22. TAe Collect. Stanhope. 

The prophet sweetly descanteth on the certainty of 
redemption from all the tribulations endured by the 
faithful in this mortal life. Home. 

V, 22. The frequent prosperity of the 
widced, and the troubles of the righteous in this 
world, strike powerfully upon the sense, and are, for 
that reason, too apt to efface from our minds the 
notices, given us by faith, of that future inversion of 
circumstances, which is to take place after death. To 
renew, therefore, the impression of such an interesting 
truth, the redemption of the afflicted righteous is so 
often insisted on, in the course of this Psalm. Enable 
us, O Lord, " to walk by faith, and not by sight,'' 
until we come to thy heavenly kingdom; where, 
with all thy saints, made perfect through sufferings, 
we shall '* bless and magnify thee at all times," 
and thy *^ praise will contmually be in our mouth," 
for evermore. 
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Ps. XVI. p. 62. Good works pro/it mm^ not God* 
■ '- ' V. S: Cofijid^ce in the Almighty. 

See Joshua XToAu 6—8. 

"" V.4. Christ denotinceth vengeance against 
th)6se who shoifild make t6 themtofves other gods, run 
after other saviotirs, or snflfer any creature to rival 
him in their affectiocfs ; declaring of such, that their 
offerings should not be presented by him to the 
Father, nor sholild they be partakers of the benefits of 
hi^ intercession. Even the bloody sacrifices of the 
law, instituted for a time by God himself, became 
afeom^&tioh to him when that time was e?^prred and 
the one gi^eat sacrifice had been offered upon the altar 
of the cross. 

' v.: 6. .The true David, anointed to his 

everlasting kihgdbil^ , yet first a mati of sorrows and 
a stranger tipoii earth, prefers the promised inhe- 
ritance df the church, that ^spiritual 'kingdom, city, 
akld teniple of Jehovah, before all the kingdoms of 
this vrbrld, and the glory of them ; he is sure that 
Jehdvah will maintain his tot, that he will both give 
afnd preserve- to him this his patrimony ; and, there- 
fore, rejoices at the divine beauty and excellence of 
the heavenly Caiiaan. And hence the Christian 
learns wherein his duty and his happiness consist; 
natnely, in making choice of Grod for ^' the portion of 
his inheritance and of his cup,'* for his support and 
for his delight ; in preferring the spirit to the fiesh, 
the church to the world, and eternity to time. 
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Ps. xxxi. p. 63. Confidence in the 4l'^igh(y* 

^- — V. 23. ^' O Lord wbp aevl^ fMtest,'' &fi. 

P«. xxxu 23, 24. TheCoUect. SumAope. 

The exhortation js<raisesdi from iiher.ccnisideratiou qf 
the deliverance of Christ; with the dentrti^tion Of bi9 
enemies ; which' ought to strengthen; a3dd jcoidifort^the 
hearts of helieyeni^ uiid«r all Ibetr' ii/Picliona heile 
helow ^ jtot.jio,' dfter ibaving sutBhrai odurageoualy 
with thi3ir.lUa$ter< jhey jnagr triuin{)]|aii%.eiiJ^ 
his joy and glcliy. <:H6rne/ > ' ; ' i ': f 

Let ua not,\ttierefor05 Ife ^^neary of we^I-doing, ho^ 
ill soever our goodcactionam'e ^eceiyM^;bec»iiiettere 
is a time laonupg^ w^tensre ^lall certualy reap^if we 
faint not. And let us not ?jheriah ai^, thonghf of the 
least lecideney 'tose^ard vnchantableni^ OE-malioe, trer 
mlBmb^riilgy tiiat i6ur very, in^n^tionB and d^i^* jie 
open to Him» with wham JdrerhaVe to' do, fojd'thatyif 
we could in. this tns^tler deceive' and modrielK^it o^it 
own conscieiices^v yet feailnot'he faamec^^, \ihp (as 
we read to-day) tMs greater tbali ovfr.Ke^G^ aiid 
kno^ethall.ihings.^ Stanhope'. \.' . ' 

Ps. Ixxxiti. p. 63. Pna^r iindef^'pereecuHoni 
The dB3d "Pskha is a complaint addressM to God 
a^iiist^the oppridssors and adversaries of his 'ptople 
the Jews {and under that (ype, of the oiiposers of thb 
church of CSirise), and; a prediction tX Bod!s Severe 
punishments that should fall upon them — such asunder 
the conduct of Deborah befellJabin, king! of Gaaaan, 
whd was discomfited, and Sisera captain of his host 
alain by Jael, a woman^ Jtid. iv. 21, which figl^t as' it 
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was near the river Kishon, iv. 7, and v. 21, so Eodor, 
near to Megiddo and Tanaach, v. 19, was the peculiar 
place where the slaughter was made, wherein that 
whole host was utterly destroyed. Jtid. vii. 25; 
viii. 12. Hammond. 

As while the world endureth, there will be a 
church, and while there is a church, she will have her 
enemies, who are to increase upon her as the end ap- 
proacheth, this Psalm can never be out of date. And 
to the spiritual adversaries of his soul every private 
Christian may apply it at all times. Horne. 
Ps. Ixviii. p. 64. The mercy of God. 
■ ■■ ■ — V. 9. Go(p8 care of the church. 
Judges v. 4, 6. The Psalmist describes the same 
extraordinary act of divine favour in almost the same 
words, Ps. Ixviii. ^^ O God, when thou wentest forth 
before thy people, when thou didst march through 
the wilderness, the earth shook, the heavens also 
dropped at the presence of Grod, the God of fsrael. 
Thou, O God, didst send a gracious rain upon thine 
inheritance, to refresh it when it was weary.'' Thus 
every pious soul will take occasion, from every par- 
ticular act of divine mercy, to reflect on the much 
greater work of our redemption ; to praise God for 
the favours shewn to bis church, and the inestimable 
benefit of salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Wogan* 
Ps. cxxxi. p. 65. Humility and submission. 
This Psalm containeth a description of true hu- 
mility, and resignation to the will of God, with an 



^ihortaAioutto the practioe thereof! It ia emioeiitly 
appiicaUeiloJMMsiah, in his atale of humiliation on 
e»rth«. H«^y vmuki it he for the worUy if all his 
dLM»|^^s .:c»hU imbibe. the qNrit of. this sbnt but 
iovely .Paalm^r^apd. oopy after the emiq>Ie whidi it 
aettiefb befo|!« tiiem 1 Jtome. 

Ss. xxy. p. 65. A praiyerfor remission i^sins. 

-T- . V. T. When Gad remembers his mercy. 



ha forges .our sins^and iwhen he £>rgets our^sins, he 
remembevs his mercy ; for what else is his mercy, 
hot Ihe fof^veoess, the Uotling out, the non4mpu- 
tation of dn ? Whoy tl^ has lived <loag in the world, 
eane survey the time past of iiis life, without breakings 
forlhJnto .this petition, adding, .to ^the sins of his 
youth, the many transgressions of his riper years.'' 

'-' r— v.. 10* 1 Sctm. ii. 6. It is true, God is the 

Lord of life and death, sickness and health : the power 
of both is in ihis band* This nature is sensibly con- 
vinced lof, tand human reason believes. . But grace, 
by Ihe eyes ofifaith, and 'thejaenseaof the interior and 
s{Mritual life, sees and feels the truth of it in a more 
inlimate and affecting manner. .She sees nothing .of 
terror, butx^much of mercy,. lin this description of 
kiUinff, add/ bringing dawn to the grave : ^' All the 
ways of the Lord towards, her are mercy and truth." 
ft. XXV. 10. Wbgan. 
Ps. cxi^.. p. 66. A prayer for holiness. 

r V. 176. It is »dpubtful, .whether David 

.^re speaks, of his. misery, ot.his sin ; of his ^^ wan- 

H 
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dering/^ as an exile, in foreign huids, or of his 
^ going astray'^ from the ^ commandments'' of Iub 
God, though he had not altogether '^ forgotten,*^ but 
was deuroos of returning again to the obser?aiioe ef 
them, and therefore besoi^ht the great Shepbefd Co 
" seek'' and bring back his lost sheep, h. liii* 6. 
Luke XV. &• In the application of the passi^ to 
ourselves, it matters not which inferpretation we 
adopt, since we are both sinners and exiles ; eadles, 
because sinners ; we luure erred and stvayed feom 
God's ways, like lost sheep, and are, for that reasoD) 
excluded from our heavenly city and country, to 
wander for a time in the wilderness. Restore us, 
O Lord Jesu, by thy grace to righteousness, and by 
thy power to glory ! Home. 

Ps. xxiii. p. 66, DanicPs confidence in Go<fs 
ffrace* 

V. 3. To ** restore^'' or bring back 

those that had ^^ gone astray," that is, in other words, 
to ^^ call sinners to repentance," was the employment 
of Him, who, in the parable of the ^^ lost sheep," re- 
presenteth himself as executing that part of the pas^ 
toral office. By the same kind hand, when ^^ restored,^ 
they are thenceforward led in ^^ the path of righteous* 
ness ;" in the way of holy obedience. Obstructions 
are removed ; they are strengthened, to walk, and 
run, in the path of God'a commandments ; while, to 
invite and allure them, a crown of glory appears, 
hdd forth at the end of it. All this is now done, for, 
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ifi, by, and through that ^' name/' beside ixiuch, there 
is none other under heaven given unto man, iprtiereby 
be may be saved. 

— * V. 4, The riieep here express their con- 
fidence in the power of their Shepherd, as suflfeient 
to defend them against the last and most formidable 
e^oemj, death himself. In aU our dangers and dis- 
tresses, ^ut chiefly in our last and greatest need, let 
^* % rod,^ the sceptre of thy kingdom* O Loid. pro- 
tect us, and thy pastond " gtafl**^ guide and support 
our steps; till, throu^ the* dreaded valley, we pass 
to the heaveidy mountain, on whidi St. John saw 
** the LaMb fltaading, yriOt a great multitiKle, re- 
deemed from the earth/' Rev. xiv. 1, 4. 



The wandering sheep is supposed not to return of 
Umarif, fund the piece of money never to be found, 
excqpt the owner seardi for it. And hence our 
blessed Saviour, vrtiose great design it was to redaim 
and turn men away from flieir iniquities, does so often 
dirth^iudh himself, by the titles of a pkysician to 
distempered sovds, and one '^ who came to seek and 
tottve that which was lost.'' MtM. ix. 12. Luke 
xix. 10* 

Tins then is a. support to dc^'ected sinners, that the 
good shepherd follows his strag^ers into the moun- 
tains and the deserts: that this careful woman 
sweeps the house, and searches diligently for the 
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piece, when it is scattered or mislaid; In short, 
that their mercifol Redeemer is content to be eyes'to 
the blind, and feet to the lame, by eheridung and as- 
sisting Ifaeir indinations to do better. All in eflfect, 
left for these spiritual impotents to do^ is to* ask and 
receive grace and strength, and to make toe of it 
when given : to be satisfied with recomiiHatioB- and 
forgiveness, and not to turn their baecks tlpoa* their 
own mbrcy. To accept happineal when bfleined, und 
he glad of being fouild when their Afester deeks theto. 
To return to peace asid'stfety at the' SbepbenFs caH ; 
to lie in his bosom, and rejoice wiih him^ when he 
vouchsafes to bring them iMek, ]^eiuwd witk the bur* 
den, and transported at the "recovery. 

^^ There shall be joy in- heaven over one sinner that 
repenteth, more than over ninety and nine just per- 
sons, which need no repentance/' 

Whed one child in a family is sick,* does a tender 
mother v^tch tirith this alone, becHase she loves it 
itiost?. No, but because, as matters then stand, this 
rfeijuires her care most. So again when Html tiure 
hath been most successful, the joy ibises in prdporCioh 
to the fears and hazards now got overt The father^ 
reply in the end of this diapter, comes hOme to our 
case: ^^ Son, thou art ever with me, and all that I have 
id thine. It was meet that v^ should make nierry, 
and be glad : for this thy brother was dead, and is 
alive again ; and was lo4t, and is found.^' Luke xv. 
31, 32« Stanhcpe^ 



Pa. xxix. p. 67. Davidl.exhorMh princes to give 
glory to God* 

■ " V, 4* Siiorm and thtmder* 
• 1 Sam. xU. 16— 19* jSuch^ajas! is the nature of 
ftUea Bum, that no r^present^tioufi make any home 
impreauoDt om lay mind, but those of sense. The best 
dkoourMB) and the fiiireat examples, seldom sink deep 
ewmi^ into the heart, to produce the desired effect. 
The prophet; therefore, hiis recourse to a mirade to 
oQttyinQe the fMrmn^a, of their great fault in asking 
a king. God himself vouchsafes to speak tp them ; 
but he speaks mi^imder^ thfit .his terror alight 
aMdceni ihem to a thoroagh sense of their sin : for the 
heHTtftf man is Uke a bad servant, ^^ it will not be cor- 
Feeted by.vrordijt; S$t though, it uoderstapd it will not 
answes.^^ Far this rensod^eur heaveqly Father is 
often . compiled ie ; tise strips ; to second his word 
with judgments ; . and to enforce the efficacy of 
preariiiBg and iaalructian, by. afflictions, and divers 
tonaplalionsk But sueh ig the goodness, so great the 
baonty,^ our God, Ihat if tbe.tecror of his judgments 
alarm our fears, and bring us to confession, his mercy 
interposes aridj^hooumgea loor. hopes :. the thunder of 
jfMitioefiaiiinBMdlataly suoeeisded by .a shower of bless- 
ings ^' and .the fievceikess of Divine wrath ends in a 
soft and ^refreshing rain of grace and mercy. The 
Lordjwni'Awdder Alio ravn thai d^y. Wogan. 

Sk, flvi pii684 i Mercy and judgment. 

' ' "" .' v.r5i;. t The magisfyrdt^a Psalm. 

The 101st Psalm, composed by Davids is a nie^i* 

h2 
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talkm and reaoliilim rf afl esare of piety feolh in lis 
own panaon and family, and in llie admibirtralkm 
the regal oflfee, to Meonrage and advanee Ttrtne» a 
rdioke and chastiae in^ii^y. R is «a ^^sceBeOI d 
rectory to a91 persons in Ae gnsatMt iiff loirart pbice 
<^aaSiorify on earA, whose scde end Md desigBr it 
oi^lo be, if tb^ desl^ GkMKs tlMring «ipoii than, 
to people the world with virtiious Krii^, «M lb dis- 
countenance all widcedness. IkM§mmd. 

Ps. XXXV. p. €9. Aarul pm^M' agdmH Jkis 
enemies* 

' V.2. Jdio?ah Is here described, as a 

^ man of war/' going forth to the battle agiJnst the 
metnies of Messiah and his diurch: Iheimitsdtion 
afforded by his mercy is 'figured by the tddeld of the 
warrior, covering his bodyfimm the darts 4»f*the 
enemy ; and the vengeand^ of his ti|Af6kl'fsnir is re- 
presented l»y the Ollbnsltre wea|MMis tMdiaastag m^n, 
such as the spear and the sword. ^* If God be Arvis, 
who can be against us ?'' tf he speaketh saltvtion, 
who shall threaten dOfftnidion ? See Demi, xxxii. 41. 
Horne. 

Ps. lix. p. 69. DamairugteA w Cotf. 

' V. 9. To the strengthoP die ariveiaary :tlie 

Psalmist oppose &at of God, ^ich he foresaw 
would rescue him, Md'livS^ige his esuse. ^In %11 tar 
troubles lei us do likewise; and' then, he whowcaHed 
David, and a g)redtef than David, will in-dae.fSlne 
exalt us, and we shall look, without feal*,. upon -our 
[gpiritdal enemies. i ' • • < : '..iT 



V. 16* Tlie P«alBii;onelufles lviih^& atrain 



of exultatioii and OumlERgmiig. 

i— ▼. 7* jt .mmg-oftrvianphm 

Uponiprbat TiiUrtiaillar o^QaAton it -iraas -oompoBed^ 
18 "not inrnm;- proBedbly; -to celebrate the njito- 
ries Indued by rDavid dvar^flie BeigUiouring nafeioiis^ 
after 'Ood Ind'esdKed him^ to be kiag in Sidii. 
See^. H; 'Ait 'most oertaiidythd Paalm -vf^& in^- 
tiNidiidiforllienDBe^f AetObriatian^diwreb. 

''r^ — . ^« ff. " Tfae diurch begiiis tto explain :the: 
8iifa|ed> fif ' lier jojr. vwbirh' is- a vidtoi^ ovw h^ 
^^ enemi^^^ |a Vielorgr. notgiikijed by bersdif, but by 
the ^^preaenee <^ God'' io the midat of her* The 
grand enemy of .ourMsalyatieit was ficat vanquiahed.by 
Chriat in ^the^midehMsaraad ^^ driven back/' with 
tile ^worda, ^ Get thee bdiind tee, Salan:" Hie aaa»e 
bleaBed,per8on aflerwatd coiipletely - triumphed over 
hnmupon'theerosa,: wheal the ^^]^iiiQe:of tbia-M^d 
ivaaicutiMit." Thift ia^thttt greCit victory ^ wbieb-^e. 
oatebraira inIp8aIiiia,«Qd hyflma, -aad apirituat'^oiiga) 
&om.ge«ehiiM>n!to^ganaralkai $ ^^» tturoMgh ftdth.j|i 
him who achieved it, we likewise are enabled to figbt> 
and'to overoome. 

^Jlli tThe. dmreh^ faavtog '.^eleferal^ tbe^ 
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powavf oiidlh^goQdilasa of heir Iiord, iea;horteth aU l^sx 
oUdrea to lilt ap Ibeiri voioea, and aiog \ together^ in 
Ml didma^ thepiaiaeaidf iMm' wbaaeriabernacle ia; vfk- 
^^-Ziod^ "wba/ reaidear ^tiitti- m^ny ,^pon o the- laomli^: 
of 'Us iholfaidsaf anfl faatth^ ^^Bdbold, I aia wjtl^you 
always, even to the end of the world." 



I^9. xxxii. p. 71* OonfessioJt and forgiveness. 

V- 8. Go(t$ promises brimgjmf. 

V, 5. What is this but. the Oospel itaeB— 

'^ If we confess our sins, he is faithful and. just to for- 
give us our sins/' 1 John i. 9. And thus' it happen^, 
in one case^ to David, who had no sooner doofiMsed 
his sin to the profit Nadian^ but an ansn^er^of peace 
was instantly vouchsafed. — ^^ The Lord hath put 
away thy sin/' 2 jSisim. xii. 13. Were angela to 
descend from heaven, to comfort fiteclqeefied sfdriVof 
a sinaer, they could say nothing nwre e&ictual for the 
purposey thaiK what is said in this vsreeiofiottr FM)iB« 
Bqt practice will be the best oomment upon it, 

Ps. oxxvi. p. 72. Surprising deliaoeraaoet. 

V. 4. Melcmchoiy remopecL 

2 Sam. xix. David fasted asid nummed wbiie bk 
son by Bathsheba lived, and then comforted faMDaelf 
^en the chUfl-v^s dead; but h«pe, hewe^psand 
mourfis for Absalom's death. The cimdttct^ (we aee, 
wafe quite different ; but the cause of his monxrmBg^ 
in either case, was the very same ', namely^ hiB 6wn 
sin. To this was owing that i^tkl's Jife^ aud'liBs son's 
death. • Wogan. . .w 

The death of this favourite son had.tom«d 4ie vie*- 
im^y inio fkourninff. So (in; the spirit^al.state) -the 
penitmt conquersj weeping ; aiid.fais triuinipb: ia. «^ 
tended vnth tears. The oultiiig tvff a jbelolred shb iwifl 
cost us much sorrow.. Biit, blessed ar^ they ttfaht so 
mourn, for they shuB be' comforledv—Aiid/^'aBf. that 
^eth on his way weeping, and beaseth. fbrih ^g66d 
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seedV sbail AfnAOm eoth&kgBdm with' Jdy^ and hiih^ 
bis sheaves with him.'' 

This* promise is convey^ under itnages borrowed 
from the instniclive *;eiies of a^ri6ultute. far the 
s^WBtftef ius browfttte hnsbaiidniaA iHls his land, and 
castufais ^eed into the groaodvwbe)«, for a timO) it lies 
dea^ abd bioned. A dark and dreary ^nter sne-' 
ceeds , and ail see&nr iw be loist. Bdi at Hie return of 
spring'^ inmersai iiatilre'revivesy smi the onee desolate 
fieid«r are wv«red with eom, wkieh) -vAien natared by 
the sun's heat, the cheerful reapers cut down, aad 
it is bccn^hi hooffi^ ^yiUi trimnphant shouts of joy» 
Hotfie* 
P»/iTiii.^«7S. An euMregf of timnks ta^Jeh^Wh: 
- — ' — v; ?5. Sincerity pr<9Wd cmd ret^arckd". 
- — ^ — Tp.W. God ig blessed €md prai^^* 
This Psaldkiy^as we are informed by the saci«d hfa-- 
tory^ Sam^ xxii«i,was cdmposed and sang by Da-*- 
vid, in the day the Lord had delrrered him oat of ther 
hand of all his enemies, and out of the hand of Saul. 

V. 48. This verse is applied in Rom: !!nr. 2, 

tb^e calM^ of thfe Gcbtiies tmto the feith of Christ, 
anf piMse imto G^dtherefbre, By whidi we are 
ta«^t) ifaa* of CAri^^ and Ais ktngddm this Psalm is 
diiefly intended/ Hmnjp&rtA. 
Ps. vji. p. 74. Justice cmd judgmetkU 

T. IT. Whatever doubts may at present 
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ariimidtoterning the ways of God, let us rest assured 
thai they tsrill adl reo^ve a solution; and that Ae 
" righteousness^' of the great judge, manifested In his. 
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Aoal d^eraiinatioB, will be tbe suj^ecft^everl 
hallelujahs. Home* 

P^^ cxix* p. 76. Proffer /or quickening grtiee. 
, _»-^— V. 30. Prayer for hoHna^^, 

v.25« Everyone, whose affiBCtions are aet 

on things below, hath reason to exclaim with David, 
'9 My soul deaveth to the dust/' From this kind of 
daalh we are ^' quickened,^' or made alive, by the 
Gospel, tbrou^ that same Spirit, which rafired Christ 
from the dead, and wMoh shall raise vs abo, at the 
last day « 

. ' » • v* 30. The Psalnust dedaretii himself to 
have ^^ chosen^' God^s way, and to have ^' laid^^ the 
Sl?riptares ^^ before him,^^ as the chart by which he 
was to direct his course. He, therefore,, prays that 
the other way may be far ^^ r^ikoved'^ fh)m him ; and 
that God would vouchsafe him such a thorough ac- 
quaintaiUce with the ^^ way^' of truth, as nu^ pre-- 
vent him fr<Hh ever wandering ialio tie path of error. 

Ps« xli* p. 76. GocPs care qfiha poor* 
" v. IL David r^foicM in.hbpe^ 

*- v. 3. An exempttoo from aerrow and 

siekoess is not promised to the children of God ; but 
straigth and comfort are given unto them, from above, 
to support and carry them through their triids ; and 
they, who, in the days of their health, have,. by their 
alms> given rest to the bodies, or, by tlleiv comosels, 
itestored peace to the ooasdences of others, shall^bave 
Ihebed of pain made easy under them, by the hand of 
tlieir heavenly Father* 
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" ■ ' ■■ — V. 4. Every son of Adam may and ought, 
in these words, to acknowledge his sin, and %o entreat 
ibr mercy and grace, to heal the diiiorders of his 
oature. 

JPb. Ixvi. p. 77. Dawd exkorMh to praise Ood. 

. " V. 5. Various and awful nwmifestatitm 

cf divine pqtoer^ 

'■ ■ — v; 6* The prophet, after inviting men to 
oMxtemidate ^^ the works of Ood,^' sets before them, 
for tfiat purpose, tifo great miracles wrought for le^ 
rael ; namely, the division of the Red Sea, and that of 
the river Jorfen ; by the former they escaped Egypt, 
by the latter they entered Canaan. . Under these twb 
figjurative transactions, the Christian diurch bdiokh, 
and, in thfe Words which describe them, she celebrates, 
two corresponding works of mercy wrou^t for her ; 
nsmdy, the deUveiunoe of her children from the db*- 
minion of sin, by the waters of bi^tism ; and theijr 
admission into the kingdom of heaven, Uirongh the 
grave afid> gate of death. If the Israelites rejoiced in 
God their Saviour, for the former blessings, much 
more, surely, ought we so to do. for the latter. 

'■ V. 8, 9. But chi^y are we bound to 
^^ Uess'' and ^' praise'^ God, for that goodness and 
mercy by which our feet are turned back froni the 
ways of death, placed in the path of ^^ life,'' and enabled 
to v^k therein, without falling into perdition ; until, 
having finished our pilgrimage in the world, we lie 
down in peace, and our flesh resteth sweetly in 
hope. 
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•P«» Ixxivip* 78> CommemoraHons qf the works 

v» 13. The firsti part. of; this iVe^eattudes 
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to that marvellous act of omnipotence, 'which.diviiQd 
the Red Sea> for krael. to {»!»». over ;. flii&jipcoiid patt. to 
the tetiirxKoC its waves ^ipeatheheddaof the Egyp- 
tians, who, like so many sea monsters^ opetMog^ their 
mouths to devour the people iof God, were over- 
.n^elinediidd.. perished in the .mighty waters^ The 
-Christiao church is taught to coolenqdale, iiilder this 
'figure, the salraHionof her.ohitieeQ^.iUidl&eide^tcuo- 
tipn 6f tiheir)8piriiual enemiea^ by thOi^nwIersiof' bap- 
tism, seed Cdr. X. 2, laxid.lhe office for >laplism,in 
ttie ehurbh .of. En^and. . Parallel to ihifl pasastge. in 
our.P&alm fis\ that mast JiuUime^one,: /ftA.ls. ^'J 10,^11. 

>>? ■■ " ' Y- 1/5. Two .other reoiaiisableoeseTlions 

•of the divine power, injifavoor .of the . Israelites^, are 
here referred! to. Water* was brought outticrf'.the 
irock, to isaljsfy iheiil thirst, in the timei .of ..drought ; 
«nd ihe river. Jordan was. dried :ap,Klo opeo.the 
(passage fori them into Canaan. In the -fovmer .of 
these .transactions,! faithi bdiiolds the waters ofi Jife 
springing from the rock of salvation.; in the latter 
are dkcefned tfaei myistic death and resunrebtion^ of 
ChristiaDs, as a prelude to the corporeal ; «when, 
risijQg from the depths of the grave, they .shall enter 
into >tbe kii^idom of heaven. 

. ■■ ■■ . V. 15. . From ithe miraculous ;;iate!Fpo- 

^itions of. God' in behalf of his people,) tlie^ church 
passes to those ordinary and standing evidences oChis 
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gqpdness towards us, the sweet vicissitudes of light 
and darkness, and the grateful succession of times 
and seasons ; by which man is taught, in the most 
sorrowful night, to look for a joyful morning ; and 
during the severest winter to expect a reviving 
spring. Thus is the revolving year our constant 
instructor and monitor; incessantly inculcating the 
duties of faith and hope, as well as those of ado- 
ration, gratitude, and praise. 

Ps. civ. p. 78. The wonderful providence of 
God. 

From a survey of the works of God ui^n earth, 
the Psalmist proceedeth to extol that divine wisdom, 
which is manifested in the motions and revolutions 
of the heavenly bodies, and in the grateful vicissitude 
of day and night, occasioned thereby. — " He made 
the moon to serve in her season, for a declaration of 
times, and a sign of the world. From the moon is 
the sign of feasts, a light that decreaseth in her 
perfection; The month is called after her name, 
increasing wonderfully in her changing, being an 
instrument of the armies above, shining in the 
firmament of heaven ; the beauty of heaven, the 
glory of the stars, an ornament giving light in the 
highest places of the Lord.^' EccL xliii. 6, &c. 

V. 16. When the light of truth and 

righteousness shineth, error and iniquity fly away 
before.it, and the " roaring lion^^ himself departeth 
for a time. Then the Christian goeth forth to the 
work of his salvation, and to his labour of love, until 

I 
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the evening of old age warns him to prepare for hi» 
last repose, in faith of a joyful resurrection. 

Ps. Ixxxvi. p. 79. A prayer for mercy. 

V. 3. There is no man upon the earth, 

but needeth " mercy ;'' he who is truly sen^fale of 
his need, will " cry daily'* for it ; and he who doth 
so, may comfort himself with hope of obtaining it 
The prayers of Jesus, poured forth for the salvation 
of his mystical body, in the days of his flesh, were 
frequent and mighty; his intercession for us in 
heaven is continual. 

* — V. 5. We are encouraged to " lift up 

our souls to God," in prayer, because his ^' goodness" 
and the " plenteousness of his mercy'' in Christ Jesus 
incline him to give his holy Spirit of peace and com- 
fort to " all that call upon him." His favour is no 
longer confined to Judea ; there is now no distinction 
of age, condition^ or country : but the sinner, who- 
ever or wherever he be, if he call upon the saving 
name of Jesus, is heard, pardoned, and accepted, 
upon the terms of the evangelical covenant. 

Ps. Ixxix. p. 79. A prayer for help. 

This Psalm was penned, in all probaUIity, upon 
the same occasion with the Ixxiv. viz. The destroc- 

« 

tion of Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar. PcUrick. 

V. 11. The Christian, though he naay at 

present be subject to none of these external calaiiii- 
ties, forgets not that he is often persecuted, and led 
captive, by his own desires, and bound in tbe duiins 
of his sins ; that the world to him is a prison ; that 
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aentence of death is passed upon hiHi, and he kooweth 
not how soon that sentence may be executed. How 
properly, therefore, and how fervently may he, at all 
times, pray^ '^ O let the sighing of the prisoner come 
beTore thee; aocordii^4D the greatness of thy power 
preserve thou those that are appointed to die/' 
Home, 

Ps. ciii. p. 80. GocPs universal dofninion. 

— V. 20* Joy is observed to be of a diffusive 

and communicative nature. The heart of the Psalmist 
i& full, and overfloweth with it. Unable worthily to 
pndse Jdiovah for his mercies vouchsafed to the 
chunji, he inviteth heaven and earth to join with him, 
s^ to celebrate, in full chorus, the redemption of 
^nan. St. John saw the throne of Messiah prepared ; 
he beheld the universal band assembled ; and he 
heard when '' all the angels round about the throne, 
tea thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of 
thousands, with every creature in heaven, earth, and 
fiea/^ lifted up their voices, and sang together, 
'' Blessings and honour, and glory, and power, be 
uiilo him that sitteth upon the throne; and unto the 
l«Mib, for ever and ever.'' 

Ps. civ. p. 80. The mighty power of God. 

V. 4. From the manner in which these 

yf9tiB we introduced, »mI the plaee where they stand, 
ene should conceive the meaning of them to be, that 
Gad ^nployeth the elements of air and fire, the winds 
«id the lightning, as his messengers and ministers, to 
exMite bis caounands upon the earth. But the 
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Apostle, Heb. i. 7, informiBth us, that they have a 
further reference to immaterial angels ; either be- 
cause those angels often appeared in the likeness, or 
because they were endued with the properties, of 
'* wind and flame.'' Intiellectual beings of the highest 
order in the realms above, are as ready to fulfil the 
word of Jehovah, as are the elements of this lower 
world. 

Ps. ciii. p. 81. An exhortation to bless God/or 
his mercfj. 

2 Kings v. The coming again of Naaman's ] 
flesh like unto the flesh of a " little 6hild,^' does i 
very significantly represent to us tiie New Birth 
in baptism. It is both the eflect and proof of re- 
generation, that we become as little children. So 
our Lord aflfirms, ^^ Except ye become as little child- 
ren, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven." 
(Matt, xviii. 3.) This regeneration is often spoken 
of by the apostle, under the character of ^' putting ofl* 
the old man, and putting on the new man :'' '' The 
new creature:^' *^ Renewing of the Holy Ghost,'' &c. 
And is likewise intimated by the Psalmist in that 
elegant comparison, ^^ Making me young and lusty 
as an eagle." (Ps. ciii. 5.) Wbgan. 

Ps. Ixvii. p. 81. Supplication and thanksgiving. 

St. Luke xviii. 9, &c. Though we are at liberty 
to suppose this man's former life was blameable, 
yet the stains of his guilt appear to have been 
washed away by repentance ; a repentance^ which 
proved its own sincerity, by the profound^st remorse, 
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and the exEm|iliury modenty of hb bdnvioor. These 
shew him to us a pattera of true hoiaility ; a vutue 
Bsore valuaUe than all the festu^ in the world. 

Ho^werer men may miBtake themselves, or oae 
another, ^God always hath respect unto the lowly, 
but beholds the proud a&r off*'' 

The proper way ot a sumer's applyingf for mercy 
aod grace (and all of us are simiers), is not arrogantly 
to thank God, that we are '^not as other men are;'' 
but as tiie purest of drarches hath directed us, 
^^ meekly to acknowledge our vileness, and truly to 
repent us of our faults.'' For our good Lord hath 
promised, and it is the express design of this parable 
to assure us, that ^^they whose consciences by sin are 
accused, by his merciful pardon shall be absolved, 
throu^ Jestts Christ our Saviour." Stanhope. 

Ps. Ixii. p. 82. Confidence m God. 

V. 12. From mount Sinai, he proclaimed 

hiaiself to be Jehovah, the fountain of all ^^ power," 
in heaven i^ve, and on earth beneath, jealous of the 
glcNy of this attribute, ready to avenge himself on the 
wicked, and aUe to abase the pride of man. At the 
same time also, he proclaimed himself, ^' the Lord 
God, merciful and gracious, long suffering, and 
abundant in goodness and truth, keeping mercy for 
thousands, forgiving iniquity, and transgression, and 
sin." Ea3od. xxxiv. 6. To all mankind, therefore, 
the prophet here recommendeth meditation on these 
two mo0t interesting subjects, the *^ power" of God 
to. punish sin, and his '^ mercy" to pardon it. Fear 
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of tiie former will b^et desire of the latter, and both 
together will set a man upon doing works worthy 
of their parent faith ; works, which God, of his 
infinite ^^ mercy ,'^ for the sake . of Christ,* has 
graciously promised to accept, and to re^vard. 
Home. 

Ps. Ixiv. p. 82. The exaltatton of the church, 
in God her Saviour. 

V. 10. As sorrow, sooner or later^ will be 

the portion of Messiah's enemies, so joy is the high 
privilege of his friends and disciples. *' The 
righteous" man alone, can be truly " glad/' because 
he alone can be ^* glad in the Lord" Jesus, the 
object of all his confidence. There was light in 
Goshen, when darkness covered the Egyptians ; the 
Christian church drank the cup of salvation ; when 
that of vengeance was mingled for Jerusalem; and 
when the empire of Satan shall fall, heaven will re- 
sound with hallelujahs. 

Ps. xciv. p. 83. Reproof and Consolation. 

V. 11. So far is God from being a 

stranger to the actions, that he is privy to the first 
'^thoughts" of men, from whence those actions 
flow ; he is acquainted with all their counsels against 
his church, and knoweth them to be as vain as the 
imagination that he is ignorant of them. The wicked 
can no more escape the hand, than they can elude the 
eye, of heaven. 

V. 12. Since, therefore, the schemes of 

the adversary are vain, and the counsel of Jehovah 
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learned, from the Scriptures of truth, the lessons of 
faith and patience, enjoys tranquillity of mind in 
time of trouble, while destruction is preparing for Ae 
impenitent. 

Ps. Ixxxvi. p. 83. Prayer and praise* 

— V. 8. Nothing is too hard for thee ; 

nor art thou unwilling to do more kindnesses for us, 
because thoii hast done so many already : but, as appears 
by fhy unparalleled works, dost incomparably excel 
(whatsoever strangers think, 2 Kings xviii. 15) all 
those that are worshipped in the world as gods} lidio 
are not able so much as to help, and preserve them"^ 
selves. Which shall move all our neighbouring-na- 
tions (2 Chron. xxxii. 23, as all the rest shall do in 
the days of that Great King which we expectj Rom. 
XV. 9), to acknowledge thee, O Lord, to be their Cre- 
ator; and with humble venerd,tion to submit them- 
selves unto thee, and to honour thee with their high- 
est praises. For they shall clearly see, by the mag- 
■ftificence of thy marvellous works, that thou art in- 
finitely superior to all those powers whom they 
adore ; and that, in truth, there is no God, but thou 
thyself alone. Patrick. 

Ps. cxxv. p. 84. The safety of trust in God. 

We may well look upon this Psalm, as a pious ex- 
hortation to the people to trust in God; when Sen- 
nacheriVs army threatened to- destroy Jerusalem. 
And' perhaps these- were some of the comfortable 
'words, which we- read (2 Chron. xxxii. 6, 7, 8) 
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HetsAiA tiien sprice lo them ; when Ged diastiaed 
them by that rod of his anger (as he eaUed Senna- 
cherib, Is. X. 5) which the PsaloHst here foretold 
(v. 8) should not long affliet Ihenir 

V. 4. The '' good and upright in heart," 

are they who stand steady in every change of circum- 
stances: who complain not of God's dispensations, 
but, believing every thing to be best which he or- 
dains, adhere to him with a will coitirely conformed 
%o his, in adversity no less than in proi^rity . Jiorne, 

Ps. cxxiii. p. 84. Pleading with atAmission. 

This Psalm, it is certain, was con^posed in a time 
of great distress ; wh^d they were extremely afflicted 
by some haughty and inscdeat enemies, v. 3, 4. Who 
those enemies were, there are several conjectures; 
and I will add mine : that this short form of prayer 
was made by some pious person, when the king of 
Assyria (whose pride the prophet Isaiah describes, 
viii. 7, and many other places) sent Rabshakeh and 
other of his captains to besiege Jerusalem: where 
they poured out most contemptuous, nay blasphe- 
mous words, against God, and his people, 2 Kinj/i 
xviii. 19. It is probable, if this conjecture be ad- 
mitted, that it was made by Isaiah, whom Hezekiait 
desired to lift up his prayer for the remnant that was 
left, 2 Kings xix. 4. Is. xxxvii. 4. Accordingly we 
read (2 Chron. xxxii. 20), both he and Hezekiali 
cried unto the Lord : and we may suppose lift up hiK 
eyes to heaven, and said these words. Patrick. 

Pb. xxvii. p.. 85. Dairies faiiii in GocPs pro- 
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taction. 2 Kings xix. 1 — 19. 2 Chran. xxxii. 
3—8. 

Fortitude then b Hot so properly a cardinal virtue 
(as some moralists affect to call it), but the result of 
many united virtues; particularly of humility, and a 
just diffidence of ourselves ; a conscience purified by 
repentance, and without offence ; a pious dependence 
upon God, grounded on a just knowledge of ourselves, 
and a due sense of his Almighty Power and Mercy ; 
sb that a true faith is also a necessary ingredient in 
the composition of true fortitude. This is finely de- 
scribed and exemplified (2 Kings xix. 21) in the cha- 
racter of a '^ Virgin, the daughter of Zion,^' laughing 
at the haughty threats of the Assyrian king; not ter- 
rified though a ^^ virgin,^^ but despising him, while 
she placed her trust in God. This made the wise 
man say, '' The righteous are bold as a lion/^ (^Ptao. 
xxviii. 1.) This also inspired the Psalmist with 
such undaunted resolution and triumph, ^^The Lord 
is my light and salvation, whom then shall I fear ? 
The Lord is the strength of my life, of whom then 
shall I be afraid V &c. Wogan. 

Ps. cxxxiii. p. 85. The benefit of the communion 
of saints. 

This short but pleasing Psalm was composed 
either' to recommend unity among the tribes of 
Isrsiel, or to celebrate it when it had taken place. 
Bishop Patrick justly observes, that "it was fitly 
used by the first Christians, to express their joy for 
the blessed tmion of Jews and Gentiles; and may 
now serve the uses of all Christian societies* whose 
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hfl^ipineas lies itt holy peace and conoord.^^ It <»n- 
taioeth a rapturous exdamation on the comforte and 
advantages of union, which are illustrated by the two 
exquisite similitudes of the holy anointing oil^ and of 
iew. Home. 

Ps. xcvii. p. 86. The church rejaiceth at God's 
judgment^ upan idohUers. 

V. 10. An exhorUUion to godline9s and 

gladness. 

In the 97th Psalm David described the destruietioo 
of idolatry when the promised Saviour should appear, 
axid when God should raise him upon his throne. 
Waison* 

V. 8. The inhabitants of the new '' Skm,^^ 

or the people of God, ^' heard'' the tidings, that idols 
and idolatry were faUen, and the Lord Jesus reigned 
triumphant; they heard and ^^were glad; the 
daughters of Judah/' or Christian churches, '^ re- 
joiced'' in the Holy Ghost, with joy unspeakable, 
'^ because of these judgments" of their God upon his 
enemies, whereby he evinced himself superior to the 
powers of the earth, and the gods of the nations. 

10. Having sung the glory of the Re- 
deemer, the Psalmist delineates the duty of the re- 
deemed. 

11. However gloomy our prospect may at 

any time be, let us wait patiently as the husbandman 
doth, all the winter, in expectation of a future cr<^, 
from the seed wbich lieth buried in the earth. '^ Light 
aai ^adness are sown fSwr the righteous and true 
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hearted,^ though they nmy not yei appear; the aeed 
time is in this world; the harvest will be io that id 
come. ^ In doe season we shall reqi, if we faiat not'' 
Gal. vi. 9. 

Ps. civ. p. 87. The glory of God in creation and 
providence. 

V. 8. ^* Their bounds thou hast set," &c. 

The ocean, though it be perpetually tumultuous, 
foaming* and swelling and tossing itself, labouring to 
overswdl and overflow them by its waves and billows, 
and surges, daOy threatening to recover its old po- 
sition o( encompassing the &ce of the whole earth, 
yet hath God set sudi boundaries and banks to it : 
and by his own power so wonderfully restrained it, 
and promised always to do so, that it observes a re^ 
gularity in its disorder, a temper in its madness, 
keqpB still a just return of ebbing and flowing, seldom 
transgresses the known water-marks, and so frees us 
from all fear that it shall ever be able to prevail to 
drown the earth. (See Jer. v* 22.) Hammond. 

And the experience of 4000 years hath taught us, 
that where the Creator hath laid his commands, plain 
sand is a sufficient barrier. Horne. 

l%e keeping of the waters within bounds, so that 
they cannot overflow the earth, is often mentioned in 
Scripture as an immediate eflfect of God's overruling 
power and providence. Job xxxviii. 10, 11. Pi, 
xxxiii. 7 ; civ. 9. Prov. viii. 29. W. Lotvtk. 

We know that there are certain natural causes 
which produce these effects on ttie sea and the land. 
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But this ought not to prevent us from regarding thi 
all- powerful hand of the Creator, who hath created, 
and who preserves his creatures in their proper and 
natural stations. We ought to admire these sur- 
prising effects of the first cause, which is his almighty 
will. To this point the language of Scripture con- 
tinually directs us, by attributing every thing to God, 
by referring every thing to him, by considering him 
as the prime mover of all the events, and even of the 
effects, which we are accustomed to refer to nature, or 
to chance: terms confused and ambiguous, of ^which 
religion knows nothing. Calmet. 

Ps. Ixv. p. 87. Public prayer andpraisie^ 

p. 88. Divine providence in air, earthy 

and sea. 

^ V. 11. A psalm /or the husbandman. 

In this Psalm God is praised for his providential 
government of the material world. It seems to have 
been a thanksgiving for the getting in of the fruits of 
the earth, and might be composed for the feast of 
Tabernacles. Horsley. 

In this very lovely song of Sion the prophet treats 
of the praise due to Jdiovah, for his mercy, in hearr 
ing the prayers of his servants, and in redeeming 
them from their sins; he dedareth the blessedness of 
the elect, in Christ their head; predicteth the won- 
derful things which God would do. for the salvation 
of men, by that power which established the moun- 
tains; and confined the sea within! its bounds ; fore- 
telleththeconversion of the nations; and describelh 
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the blessed effects of the Spirit, poured out upon the 
church, under the figure of rain, descending- upon a 
dry ground. Home. 

V. 1. The oblations of ^^ praise and 

thanksgiving^^ were formerly offered, and all ^* vows," 
^were paid, in the temple on mount *^ Sion.*' At Je- 
rusalem was performed the promise of man's redemp- 
tion by the sacrifice of the Son of God ; since which 
event and the call of the Grentiles, the Christian 
church has been the holy city and temple. In her 
communion, we are to offer up our devotions, and to 
perform the vow, made in baptism ; until we come to 
the heavenly Sion, to pay our vows with the church 
triumphant, in everlasting hymns of praise. 

V. 8. The '* tokens or signs,'' mentioned 

in this verse, are the exertions of divine power and 
mercy, called above, ^^wonderfol things in righteous-^ 
ness ;" which at the publication of the Gospel, pro- 
duced a saving ''fear" of God among the nations, 
'^ dwelling in the uttermost parts of the earth." 
'^ The isles," saith Isaiah on the same occasion, ^^saw 
it, and feared ; the ends of the earth were afraid ; they 
drew near and came." Is. xli. 5. And then it was 
that '^ the outgoings of the morning and evening," 
all the inhabitants of the earth, as many as experi- 
enced the sweet vicissitudes of day and night, of 
morning and evening, were '^ made to rejoice," in 
God their Saviour; whose name was praised from 
the rising to the setting sun. 

V. 10. After the ground is ploughed up, 
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the former rain, descending upon the ^^ ridges,^' and 
into the '^ furrows,^' dissolveth the parts of the earth, 
and so, fitteth it for the purposes of vegetation, when- 
ever the seed shall be cast into it : then cometh the 
latter rain, to assist, and to bless the springing, and 
increase thereof, into a joyful harvest. Thus doth 
the good Spirit of God both prepare the hearts of his 
people, for the reception of the word, and also enable 
them to bear fruit, bringing forth ^' some an hun- 
dred fold, some sixty, some thirty .'' Matt. xiii. 23. 

v. 11. The herbs, fruits, and flowers, pro- 
duced by the earth, are here finely represented, as a 
beautifully variegated '^ crown,'^ set upon her head, 
by the hands of her great Creator ; at whose com- 
mand, fhe heavens, by collecting and distilling the 
drops of rain, impregnate her, and make her the pa- 
rent of terrestrial blessings. It is the same God, who 
will crown, with everlasting goodness, the accepta- 
ble year, the year of his redeemed ; when the Spirit 
shall have accomplished his work ; when God shall 
be glorified in his saints ; and heaven, as well as 
earth, shall be full of the goodness of Jehovah. 

Ps. xcv. p. 89. An exhortatixm to praise God* 

V. 6. As in the beginning of the Psalm 

we were called upon to ^' praise*' Jehovah, so here 
we are invited to humble ourselves before him in 
''prayer.'' From him we had our being: him, 
therefore, we are to supplicate for every other bless- 
ing, both in this life, and that which is to come. 
And since he made our bodies as well as our souls, it 
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is meet and right that they should bear their part in 
his service, and that internal worship should be ac- 
companied and signified by that which is external. 
Ps. cxivii. p. 89. Divine Providence, 
The faithful praise God for his goodness to the 
animal world, both on account of that goodness in it- 
self, and also because they behold therein an emblem 
and assurance of his mercy to themselves. The 
watchful care of Providence over all creatures speaks 
the same language to us, which Jehovah made use of 
to Joshua, and which the Apostle hath applied to 
Christians; ^'I will never leave thee, nor forsake 
thee." Josh. i. 5; Heb. xSii. 5. He who, by sending 
rain on the mountains, which could not otherwise be 
^tered, provideth for the wild beasts inhabiting 
those mountains, will never leave the lambs of his 
flock destitute. And he who feedeth the young of 
ti^e unclean raven, when they cry, and as it were in 
*heir way, call upon him for a supply of their wants, 
will he, in the day of dearth, and calamity, forsake the 
naeek and harmless dove, that mourneth continually 

• 

Jn prayer before him 1 The desponding servant of 
God need only, therefore, put to himself the question 
which we find asked by the Creator, in the book of 
•^065 xxxviii. 41, *' Who provideth for the raven his 
food? When his young ones cry unto God, they 
wander for lack of meat ;*' they wander and find it. 
^ Lord pressed this argument on his disciples, 
^uke xii. 24 ; " Consider the ravens :" Matt. vi. 26; 
'' Behold the fowls of the air ; for they sow not, 
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neither do they reap, nor gather into bams ; yet your 
heavenly Father feedeth them. Are ye not much 
better than they V 

Behold, and look away your low despair; 

See the light tenants of the barren air: 

To Ihem, nor stores, nor granaries belQQg, 

Nought, but the woodland, and the pleasing song ; 

Yet, your kind heavenly Father bends his eye 

On the least wing that flits along the sky. 

To him they sii^, when spring renews the plain. 

To him they cry, in winter's pinching reign ; 

Nor is their music, nor their plaint, in vain : 

He hears the gay, and the distressful call. 

And with imsparing bounty fills them aH. 

Will he not care for you, ye faithless, say? 

Is he unwise ? Or, are ye less than they } 

Thomson. 

Ps. Ixxxi. p. 90. An exhortation to a solemn 
praising of God. 
See page d3. 
Ps, civ. p. 90. The wonderful providence of 

God. 

V. 14. Seasons) Namely, the months, 

which are distinguished by the course of the Moon : 
whereby also are set forth the seasons of natural 
things y and the times appointed for sacred and civil 
affairs. Diodati. 

The sun knoweth) Viz. he never misseth (ac- 
cording to God's order) coming to the just point of 
the end of his compass, which varieth every day ac- 
cording to the degrees of the Zodiac, Job xxxviii. 
12, 19. 
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V. 15. The lions, ^c.) A figurative 

term, to signify that as the roaring of those beasts is 
a natural sign that they iimnt food, so God the au- 
thor of nature and general provider for all things 
answereth them, as Job xxxix. 13. 



It is generally believed that the Moon rises about 
fifty minutes later every day than on the preceding; 
but this is true only with regard to places on the 
Equator. In places of considerable latitude there is 
a remarkable difference, especially in the harvest time, 
with which farmers were better acquainted than 
astronomers, till of late ; and gratefully ascribed the 
early rising of the Full Moon at that time of the year 
to the goodness of God, not doubting that he had or- 
dered it so on purpose to give them an immediate 
supply of Moon-light after Sun-set, for their greater 
conveniency in reaping (he fruits of the Earth. 

In this instance of the Harvest Moon, as in many 
others discoverable by Astronomy, the wisdom and 
beneficence of the Deity is conspicuous, who really 
ordered the course of the moon so, as to bestow more 
or less light on all parts of the Earth as their several 
circumstances and seasons render it more or less ser- 
viceable. Ferguson. 
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Soft roll your incense, herbs, and fruits, and flowers, 
In mingled clouds to HIM ; whose sun exalts. 
Whose breath peifiimes you, and whose peacfl paints. 
Ye forests, bend ^ ye harvests, wave to HIM; 
Breathe your still song into the reaper*s heart. 
As home he goes beneath the joyous moon. 

Thomson. 

Ps. xxvii. p. 91. Prayer and Hope. 

V. 14. An exhortation to patience; — that 

-we should patiently '^ ¥^t on the Lord," till the few 
and evil days of our pilgrimage pass ai^y, and we 
arrive at the mansions prepared for us, in the bouse 
of our heavenly Father ; till our \varfare be accom- 
plished and terminate in the peace of God ; till the 
storms and tempests of wintry time shall give place 
to the unclouded calm, and the ever blooming plea- 
sures of eternal spring. Home. 

O my soul, do thou patiently expect God's leisure ; 
be not discouraged with thy present evils, but arm 
thyself with constancy and fortitude, and never doubt 
of God's seasonable reliefs. Hammond* 

Ps. cxxvii. p. 91. The virtue of God^s blessing- 

Luke vii. v. 11. " The only son of his mother, 
and she was a widow.'' A state of all others the 
most friendless and forlorn, and for this reason fre- 
quently mentioned in Scripture, as that which God 
receives into his more peculiar protection. If any 
other comfort belongs to this condition, it arises from 
the children which God hath spared. These are so 
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many living images of a deceased father, they succeed 
into his cares, and in some measure fill his place, by 
comforting and assisting a solitary mother. These 
are the ^' arrows in the hand of the giant/' which 
defend their aged parents from violence and wrong ; 
and by enlarging the interest of a famOy, enable 
them to bear up against any adversaries that shall 
contend with them. 

^^ And they glorified Grod, saying/' &c. Luke 
vii. 16. 

The circumstances of mankind in general bear no 
very distant relation to the case before us. Moderate 
afflictions make but little impression ; they are soon 
conquered and soon forgotten. The greater create 
much uneasiness, and that uneasiness awakens our 
care ; yet still, so long as prudence and good manage- 
ment stand us in any stead, so long we are in- 
clined to flatter ourselves with the credit of our es- 
cape. But when the waves are ready to swallow us 
up, when the pilot^s skill and the mariners toil are of 
no fiirther use, and all we can do with the vessel is to 
let her drive ; if then (as David^ expresses it) after 
*^ his indignation^' hath 'Main hard upon us,'' and 
'^ he hath vexed us with all his storms," God do, by 
some surprising providence, *' draw us" out of " the 
deep,'' that ^'we sink not ," and "set usupon our high 
places," all heaven opens, the divinity displays itself 
clearly, and every one that sees it presently cries 

• Ps. Ixxxviii. 
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out, " This hath God done, for they'' plainly " per- 
ceive that it is his work/' 

Nor does this reflection extend to such things only 
as are above probable means, and out of the reach of 
human helps ; but it teaches us also to make a right 
judgment of other instances, in which those means 
may seem to challenge a part. It convinces us, that 
our utmost care and contrivance come short, that we 
can neither advance nor secure ourselves, without the 
favourable concurrence of the Most High. It verifies 
the Psalmist's observation in the most ordinary events 
of life, that ^^ except the Lord build the house, their 
labour is but lost that build it ;" and '' except his 
never-slumbering eye keep the city, the watchman 
waketh but in vain." Ps. cxxvii. I, 2. — cxxi. 4. 
Stanhope. 

Ps. xl. p. 92. The priestly office of our Lord. 

V. 9. The prophetical part of Christ* s 

character. 

Ezekiel xiii. Our Morning Lesson instructed us 
in the character and commission of God's true 
prophets, and the faithful preachers of his word : 
the next thing necessary, was to approve us of the 
marks and danger of impostors and false teachers 
And this is the subject and design of our present 
Lesson. Wogan. 

V. 9. As the preceding verses described 

the priestly ofllce of our Lord; in the execu- 
tion of which, he offered himself, and his all- 
perfect obedience, for us ; so, in the passage now 



NOTES. 105 

before us he declares himself to have acted up to the 
prophetical part of his character, by ^^ preaching^' 
the doctrines of truth, righteousness, and salvation, 
to the people, without concealing ought, through 
negligence, fear, or favour. Horne. 

— v. 11. The beloved Son of God here 

prayeth for the continuation of that mercy, and the 
accomplishment of those gracious promises, to his 
body, the church, which made the subjects of his 
heavenly discourses, in the days of his flesh. Such 
ought to be the sutijects of our discourses, and of our 
prayere. 

Pn. Ixvi. p. 93. Praise to God for hearing 
prayer. 

Ezek. xiv. 6 — 8. There is no serving two masters 
of quite different interests and pursuits : '*' Ye can- 
not serve God and Mammon.^' To foUow the one is 
to be estranged from, and renounce the other. He, 
therefore, that would repent, must necessarily diange 
his course, and quite turn back again from the broad 
way, before he can enter into the way of life : he 
must cast out the idols (of vismity , pleasure, &c.) out 
of his heart, before he can be reconciled to God. For 
this is a rule in religion which admits of no excep- 
tion \ — Repentance is no repentance without a total 
change, a thorough renovation and real turn of mind. 
— But, on these terms, a pardon is open to the 
greatest offender. God is too good and gracious 
to strike without warning, without a call, without 
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an invitation, to repentance ; and yet too just and 
holy to accept a partial conversion, a piece of the 
heart : he will have the whole, or none. Happy and 
wise is that man, who can say with the Psalmist, ' ' If 
I incline unto wickedness with mine heart, the Lord 
will not hear me. But God hath heard me, and con- 
sidered the voice of my prayer. Praised be God , who 
hath not cast out my prayer, nor turned his mercy 
from me.'^ Ps. Ixvi. 16, &c. Wogan. 

Ps. cxxxviii. p. 93. A thanksgiving to GckI for 
his mercies. 

V. 4. The call of the Gentiles to the 

Gospel is here foretold in words which cannot be 
mistaken, and the redemption of the church, in 
Christ her head, is spoken of, as the subject of 
thanksgiving among the kings of the earth. Home. 

Humility is the way to salvation and glory. It is 
said of our blessed Lord, ^' that because he humbled 
himself, therefore God highly exalted him :'' and the 
great potentates of the world must tread in his steps, 
if they would be exalted with him. As to the proud, 
God ^^ knoweth'^ and he detesteth them ; he beholdeth 
and keepeth them at a distance. 

Ps. ciii. p. 94. God's gentle chastisement, 

V. 14. GocTs tender mercy to his people. 

Ezek. xviii. v. 21 — 23. He therefore that would 
live, and not die, must ^rst eschew evil, and then 
do good. Such a man^s repentance shall not only 
put away the guilt, but the very remembrance of 
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his sins ; they shall not, at the day of judgment, be so 
much as mentioned. His pardon shall be both free 
and full, a complete act of grace and indemnity. 
^' I will blot out thy sins as a thick cloud.^' Is, xliv. 
22. Wbgan. 

V. 8. When Moses desired Jehovah to 

shew him his '' way," and his '*glory,^^ JExod. xxxii. 
13, 18, Jehovah passed by, and proclaimed him- 
self, as here, ^^ Jehovah merciful and gracious, '^ &c. 
JExod. xxxiii. 6. How full of consolation to the 
penitent soul are all the words of this verse ! '' The 
Lord is merciful," the bowels of his tender compas- 
sion yearn over us, as those of a mother yearn over 
the child of her womb ; *^ yea, a woman may forget 
her sucking child, yet can he not forget us.^^ Is. xlix. 
15. He is '' gracious," ready to give us freely all 
things that are needful for our salvation. He is 
'' slow to anger," bearing with the frowardness of 
his children, with their provocations and relapses, 
for forty, fifty, sixty, seventy years together, before 
he strikes the blow ; giving them, by this his long 
suffering, time for repentance. And he is " plenteous 
in mercy," "great, mighty in mercy ,^' placing his 
chief glory in this attribute, hereby teaching us how 
to estimate true greatness. Home. 

V. 14. The consideration of man^s frail 

and perishable estate weighs with the Almighty, and 
prevails upon him to spare his creature. And doth 
not the tear of compassion start in the eye of him, 
who reads the description which David hath given of 



108 NOTBS. 

it in these verses? Man/' fallen, mortal man — 
'^ his days are as grass ;'' like that, he cometh out of 
the earth, and continueth but a short time upon it ; 
'^ as a flower of the field,'' fair, but transient, ^^ so 
he" unfoldeth his beauty in youth, and '^flourisbeth" 
a while in the vigour of manhood; but lo, in a 
moment, the breath of heaven's displeasure, as a 
blighting '' wind, passelh over him, and he is gone ;" 
he boweth his drooping head, and mingleth again 
with his native dust ; his friends and his companions 
look for him at the accustomed spot, which he once 
adorned — but in vain — the earth has opened her 
mouth to receive him, and *^his place shall know 
him no more." 

V. 17, 18. See 1 Pet. i. 23, &c. 

Ps. Ixxvii. p. 95. The consideration of ancient 
mercies. 

V. 16. Redemption from Egypt^ 

V. 14, 15. Israel, in times of trouble 

and distress, was wont to look back to the ^' wondecs" 
wrought in Egypt, and the redemption of all her 
tribes from that house of bondage. We Christians 
are taught, while we use the same words, to regard 
parallel, but more important transactions ; we reflect 
on the '^wonders" v^ought for the bodies and souls 
of men, by the '' strength and the arm of Jehovah," 
revealed and manifested to the world in Christ ; and 
we celebrate the redemption, not of *' the sons of 
Jacob and Joseph" only, but of all nations, from the 
bondage of corruption; a redemption, compared 
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^ith which, the deliverance from Egypt, though 
glorious in itself, hath yet no glory at all, by 
reason of the glory that so far excelleth. Our con- 
fidence in God, during the seasons of affliction, 
should therefore rise in proportion. 

V. 16. The waters of the Red Sea are 

here beautifully represented as endued with sensi- 
bility, as seeing, feeling, and being confounded, even 
to the lowest depths, at the presence and power of 
their great Creator, when he commanded them to 
open a way, and to form a wall on each side of it, 
until his people were passed over, whom he had re- 
deemed. In this amazing transaction let us behold, 
as in a glass, the salvation of believers by baptism, 
through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, 
who made the depths of the grave, as he had done 
those of the sea, a way for his ransomed to pass 
over; and the church, like another Israel, saw her 
enemies, in effect, dead at her feet. 

Ps. cxxxvii. p. 96. A description of the sadness 
of the Babylonish captivity. 

V. 5. The captives declare their invio" 

table affection for Jerusalem. 

The Psalm admits of a beautiful and useful appli- 
cation to the state of Christians in this world, and 
their expected deliverance out of it. 

Ps. XXX. p. 97. David praiseth God for hisde^ 
liver ^ nee. 

V. 10. Sickness and recovery. 

V. 1 . These words, if originally composed 

I.. 
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and uttered py king David, on occasion of some tem- 
poral mercy, apply, in a far more emphatical and 
beautiful manner, to the case of Messiah, suffering 
and rising again ; as well as to that of his church and 
people, following him, both in his sufferings and re- 
surrection; when we shall all lift up our voices, and 
sing together — ^' I will magnify thee, O Liord, for 
thou hast lifted me up ; and hast not made my foes 
to triumph over me \" 

V. 5. This is a most beautiful and affect- 
ing image of the sufferings and exaltation of dirist ; 
of the sorrows and joys of a penitent ; of the miseries 
of time, and the glories of eternity ; of the night of 
death, and the morning of the resurrection. 

Dan. iii. 27. These three blessed martyrs, who 
bore so noble a testimony to the true religion before 
so many thousand witnesses, afford not only an ex- 
ample of suffering imdauntedly for the cause of truth, 
but have set before us a sure and certain pledge, as 
well as type, of that glorious redemption of the body, 
which awaits all the children of God at the resur- 
rection. Wogan. 

V. 12. The end of Christ^s resurrectioD, 

of the salvation of the souls of the faithful, and the 
resurrection of their bodies, is one and the same, 
namely, the glory of God, who is the author of every 
kind of deliverance ; whose praise should, therefore, 
be resounded by the grateful tongues of the redeemed, 
from generation to generation ; as the tongue then 
becometh the ^^ glory^^ of man, when it is employed 
in setting forth the glory of God. Home. 
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Pa. Iv. p. 98. Support far the afflicted and 
tempted souL 

V. 16. Prayer is the belierer's universsd 

medicine for all the disorders of the soul ipnthin, and 
his invincible shield against every enemy that can 
attack him from without. '^ Morningf, evening', and 
noon/^ were three of the hours of prayer in the Jew- 
ish church. We find holy Daniel observing them in 
Babylon, notwithstanding the royal decree, which 
made it death for him so to do. The event fully jus- 
tified him, and shewed the power of true devotion, 
whose high prerogative it still is. to save the righteous 
from the mouth of the lion. See Dan. vi. 10, 22. 
2 Tim. iv. 17. 1 /%/. v. 8. 

Ps. Ivi. p. 98. Faith and confidence in God. 

V. 10. At the conclusion of this Psalm, 

and of many others, the prophet speaketh of his de- 
liverance, as actually accomplished ; he acknow- 
ledgeth himi^elf under the obligation of the vows, 
made to God in the^tiight of affliction, which he is re-* 
solved to pay, on the morning of triumph and jubilee. 
O comfe that glorious morning, when the redeemed 
shall sing eternal praises to the Lord God of their 
salvation, for having delivered their souls from death, 
and their feet from falling, that they may walk be- 
fore him, in the light of the living.^' 

Ps. xviii. p. 99. Divine Interposition. 

Joel ii. 2. ^^ A day of darkness and of gloominess, 
a day of clouds and of thick darkness, as the morn- 
ing spread upon the mountains" — as dark and as ter- 
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rible as that day appeared to the camp of israel^ 
when God descended upon M oun Sinai^ (Exod. xix. 
16, ^c.) which made all the people, and even the 
mount, yea Moses himself, to tremble and quake ex- 
ceedingly. Wogan. 

V. 7. The Psalmist seems here to allude 

to a dreadful tempest, which fell upon his enemies, 
and made the very earth tremble under them. 
Patrick. 

V. 15. As the former part of the Psalm- 

ist^s description was taken from the appearance on 
Mount Sinai, so this latter part seems evidently to 
allude to what passed at the Red Sea, when by the 
breath of God the waters were divided, the depths 
were discovered, and Israel was conducted in safety 
through them. Home. 

Ps. civ. p. 99. The w(mderful providence o/*Crod. 

Joel ii. 28, 29. This prophecy is one of the clearest 
and most undoubted of any that foretold the establish- 
ment of the new law, being cit^d expressly by the 
Holy Ghost by the mouth of St. Peter^ on his first 
address to the Jews^ in order to prove to them that his 
miraculous descent upon the apostles in cloven 
tongues, on the day of Pentecost^ and inspiring them 
with the gift of divers languages, was the actual com- 
pletion of this prophecy, which Joel had written near 
eight hundred years before it came to pass. JVogan. 

V. 18. In the ocean we behold an emblem 

of the world ; under a smooth deceitful surface it con- 
ceals dangerous rocks, and devouring monsters ; its 
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vmwea are ever restless, and oflenlimes it is all over 
storm and tempest, threatening to overwhelm the 
helpless despairing mariner, in a moment ; such is 
the voyage we all have to make, ere we can reach 
the desired haven, and attain that happy clime, where, 
as we are told, there is '^ no more sba«" JRev. 
xxi. 1. Horne. 

V. 20, 21. When God, in the season of 

winter, seemeth to hide his &ce, and to have with- 
drawn his beneficent influences, we hear the cries of 
the creation in distress ; if he recall the breath of life 
from any creature, to which he had communicated it, 
that ck'eature presently ceaseth to be ^at it was ; 
sense and motion are at an end ; the form and 
figure of it perish ; and it is resolved into its original 
dust. But again he exerteth his quickening power, 
and lo. fresh generations of animals are produced ; 
fresh crops of vegetables shoot foKh to nourish them ; 
and there is a renovation of universal nature. The 
presence of God, in like manner, is the life, his ab- 
sence is the death of the soul. If he withdraw his 
grace, we perish everlastingly ; but when he ^^send- 
eth forth his spirit,^' as he did on the day of Pente- 
cost, old things pass away, and all things become new ; 
the winter is over, and spring succeeds in its place. 
Nay, the hour is coming, when, througli the same 
Spirit, he shall also quicken our mortal bodies, and 
thus, in a more evident and wonderful manner, " re- 
new the face of the earth." 
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Ps. xiv. p. 100. The apostacy and corruption 
of mankind. 

Micah vi. 2. ^' With his people;'' not only vath 
the heathen, but with his own people ; for the very 
Church and people of God have forsaken him ; all are J 
gone out of the way; there is none good, even of 
them ; no, not one. — I call therefore upon all to re- 
pent. Wogan. 

— y. 2. Like a watchman on the top of some 

lofty tower, God is represented as surveying, from 
his heavenly throne, the sons of Adam, and their pro- 
ceedings upon the earth : he scrutinizes them, and as 
it were searches diligently, to find among them a man 
of true wisdom, one whose heart was turned toward 
the Lord his God, one who was inquiring the way to 
salvation and glory, that he might walk therein. But, 
as the result of this extensive and accurate survey. 
God informs his prophet, and commissions him to in- 
form the world, that all had declined from the paths 
of wisdom and righteousness ; that the mass of 
human nature has become putrid, requiring to be 
cleansed, and the vessels made of it to be formed 
anew. Such is the Scripture account of man, not 
having received grace, or having fallen from it ; of 
man without Christ, or in arms against him. See 
Rom. iii. 11, 12. Home. 

Ps. xxxiii. p. 100. The wisdom of God's pro- 
vidence. 

The prophet exhorteth the faithful to a spiritual 
and holy joy in their God, for the wisdom of his 
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piovideiioe. — By this wiadom, the ^ooanfiek" of 
states and empires are either directed to the ac- 
complishment of the great counsel of heaven ; or, if 
they attempt to thwart it, are blasted, and ^' brought 
to nothing.^ History will force all, who read it with 
this view, to acknowledge thus much. And with 
this view, indeed, it should always be read. 

Ps. X. p. 101. GadPs goodness to his Church and 
Servants. 

Hob, ii. 1. ^' I will watch to see what he will say 
m me'' (for so both the Hebrew and the Greek ex- 
press it). This is not according to the language of 
the world, but most proper in the spiritual and 
heavenly style ; most audible and expressive to a 
prophet's, to a Christian's ear; because God, with 
whom he converses, speaks not by an external, but 
by an internal, voice, and to the inner man. So 
Davidy '* I will hearken what the Lord God will say 
concerning me; for he shall speak peace to his 
people and to his saints, that they turn not again." 
Ps. Ixxxv. 8. And this he surely doth by his Spirit : 
and, as his speech is wholly internal and intellectual, 
so must likewise the answer be that we make ; not of 
the tongue, but chiej9y of the heart. For so the 
Psalmist again, ^^ He hath prepared their heart, and 
his ear hearkeneth thereto." Ps. x. 17. Wogan. 

V. 17. How many important and com- 
forting truths have we here, in a few words ? As, 
that the ^'humble" and lowly, whatever they may 
suffer in the world^ are the favourites of Jehovah : 
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that he attends to the very ^^ desires'' of their hearts: 
that such hearts ^^ prepared'' to prayer, are so 
many instruments strung and tuned by the band of 
heaven : and that their prayer is as music, to which 
the Almighty himself listens with pleasure. Home. 

Ps. Ixxiii. p. 101. God our portion here and 
hereafter. 

V. 26. None of those things, in the 

abundance of which the wicked place their happiness, 
can deliver us in the day of death. ^' Flesh'' must 
revert to dust, and the ^^ heart " must cease its beat- 
ing. He alone, therefore, is the proper object of our 
faith and love, who can support and carry us through 
the dreadful hour, and then raise us again, to be our 
" portion for ever." 

Though never so great afflictions befall me, what 
perplexities and destitutions soever, Hab. iii. 17, yet 
tliou, O God, art my sure defence, thou shalt never 
fail me. Hammond. 

Hob. iii. 17, 18. Notwithstanding Uie natural 
feeling of all these great evils : 1 and all other true 
believers will be comforted by the most certain pro- 
mises of thy deliverance, Hab. ii. 4. Diodaii. 

Hob. ii. 4. '* But the just shall live by his faith ;" 
i.e, those who are entered into covenant with God, 
and justified, or made justl in the sight of God, by 
repentance and faith, shall live j—ihey shall live 
unto God by the spiritual life here, and with him in 
life everlasting hereafter. Or if we take the charac- 
ter of just in a more restrained sense, for one that 
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perlbrms the strictest obedience, and keeps the whole 
la^ir, even he shall live (that is, shall be finally saved), 
not by his justice, or good works, but by his faith. 
This is the known doctrine of St. Paul : — yet not by 
faith, without good works : This is the distinguish- 
ing^ doctrine of St. James : the harmony and con- 
junction of both these truths, is the doctrine of 
the Grospel ; and, consequently, of both apostles. 
Wogan. 

Ps. cxix. p. 102. The blessedness of saints. 

V. 5. The faithful soul, enraptured with 

the contemplation of that blessedness, which is the 
consequence of serving God, but conscious, at the 
same time, of an inability to attain it, sighs after the 
refreshing and strengthening influences of divine 
grace. She beholdeth her Saviour afar off; she 
beholdeth the beauty and glorious majesty of his 
heavenly kingdom; she beholdeth the way which 
leads to it ; but she hath not power to walk therein. 
This consideration causeth her to groan earnestly 
within herself, and at length to breathe forth a wish, 
that the Spirit of truth and love would fix and esta- 
blish her in a holy course of thinking, speaking, and 
acting, upon all occasions, and would prevent her 
from turning aside out of it, to the right hand, or to 
the left. Home. 

Ps. cxix. p. 102. Desire of knowledge. 

v. 33. Instruction from above is neces- 
sary for the children of God, while they continue in 
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this world. The more we know, the more we shall 
desire to know ; we shall beg a daily supply of grace, 
as well as of bread ; and a taste of ^' the cluster of 
EschoF^ will make us long after the vintage of 
Oanaan* Numb. xiii« 23. Religion is the art of holy 
living, and then only known when it is practised ; 
as he is not a master of music, who can read the 
notes which compose it, but he who has learned how 
to take a lesson readily from the book, and play 
it on his instrument, after which, the pleasure it 
aflfords will be a sufficient motive for continuing so 
to do. '' Teach me, O Lord, the way of thy 
statutes ; and I shall keep it unto the end.'' 

Ps. cxix. p. 103. Desire of holiness. 

V. 37. " Turn away mine eyes from 

beholding vanity ;'' and what is there else on earth 
to behold 1 What is there which, when possessed, 
doth not disappoint the expectation conceived of it, 
the pc^sessors themselves being judges? Solomon 
took an inventory of the world, and all the best 
things in it ; he cast up the account, and the sum 
total was VANITY. The " eye'' is the grand inlet 
to temptation, and by '' beholding," we come to desire 
and long after the objects of sense ; from which time 
our affection toward the objects of foith waxeth cold. 
" Turn away our eyes," therefore, O Lord, •^ from 
beholding vanity, and quidcen us in thy way f 
mortify the flesh, and the spirit shall live. 
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Pfl. XXV, p. 108. A prayer for remission of 
sins, 

V. 11. The pardon of sin is to be 

asked, and obtained, through that gracious '^ name,'' 
in which " mercy and truth are met together f and 
so '^ great'' is our sin, that pardon can be had only 
through that name. 

V. 14. It is part of the gracious decree 

and covenant of God stricken in Christ with all those 
that truly fear and serve him, and endeavour sincerely 
to do what he commands, never to conceal from 
them the knowledge of his will, so far as their 
practice is concerned in it. Hammond. 

Ps. Ixxxiv. p. 104. The pleasure of public 
^corship. 

V. 11. Grace and glory. 

V. 1 , 2. Under the figure of an Is- 

.j raelite, deprived of all access to Jerusalem and the 
- sanctuary, we are presented with the earnest longing 
|, of a devout soul after the house and presence of God. 
I,.. Horne. 

jj • See Prov, iii. 13 — 18. The life she gives, is often 
i^^long in this world, but everlasting in the next. She 
^.18 now the only tree of life, and still grows in 
[I,, ^^ Paradise of God ; — but this Paradise is the 
i; CHURCH. Here is now no flaming sword to for- 
^ ^id our access ; every one that will, may lay hold 

^pon her ; and he is the only happy man that 

<ioth 80. Woffan. 
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The festal Moni» my God, is come. 
That calls me to thy hallow'd Dome, 

Thy presence to adore j 
My feet the summons shall attend. 
With willing^ step thy Courts ascead. 

And tread th' ethereal floor. 

Merrick. 



Y, 11. Jesus Christ is our " Lord/ 

and our "God;" he is a "sun," to enlighten and 
direct us in the way, and a '' shield/' to protect us 
against the enemies of our salvation ; he will ^ve 
" grace " to carry us on " from strength to strength/ 
and '* glory " to crown us when we *' appear before 
him in Zion;" he will '' withhold" nothing that is 
'^good" and profitable for us in the course of our 
journey, and will himself be our reward, when we 
come to the end of it. 

Ps. xvii. p. 105. The heaVen of separate sauls^ 
and the resurrection. 

V. 8. Let thy watchful and tender provi- 
dence fence and secure me from all dangers, after the 
same manner as nature hath provided eye-brows, 
and lids, and five tunicles, for guards to fence and j 
preserve the black (that most tender part) in the 
middle of the eye, that wherein tlie visive faculty is 
placed (and best represents the seat of Majesty, or 
regal power, which hath the oversight and govern- 
ment of the whole body) ; or as any bird preserves 
her young ones from the vulture, by covering them 
under her wings. Hammond. 
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V. 14. From these meo and their ways 

we lioive good reason to say ^tii David, " Good 
ILiord* deliver xi»V' Horne. 

V. 15. Phil. iii. 20, 21. Good Christians 

consider iAssX they are denizens of heaven, that their 
mftin ifilerest lies there : and liierefore they live as 
men whose minds are already there: and reason good, 
since their Saviour and head, who is already there, is 
assuredly expected by them, to come, and to trans- 
form these frail and mortal boifies to the likeness of 
his own glorified body. An astonishing change in- 
deed, but siMjh as ought not to exceed our belief, 
when we consider that the person undertaking for it 
is enmipotent, and consequ^itly able to effect tins or 
any otter thing, that he sees fit. Stanhope. 

Pb. Ixi. p. 10^. Safety in God. 

V. 4. They who sojourn in the '* taber- 
nacle^ of the church militant on earth, and continue 
faitfa&d members of the same, shall take up their eter- 
nal iBsidenee in that permanent '' temple,'' the church 
triumfhant in heaven. Below, they are protected by 
the all*-shadowing " vring^' of God's fatherly provi- 
dence; above, they will be rewarded with the all- 
ilhiminating vision of his glorious presence. Home. 

Ps. cxxxix. p. 106. God's all^seeinff providence. 

V. 14. The wonderful formation of 

mam. 

Matthew xxii. 18. *'But Jesus perceived their 

wickedness,^' &c. 

V. 1. When we reflect that "all things 

M 
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are tlius naked and open to him with whom we have 
to do;" that although he dweUeth in the hi^iest hea- 
vens, he surveyeth not only the outward acts, bat the 
very hearts and imaginations of men upon earth — 
must we not eadi of us cry out, ^' Sudi knowledge is 
too wonderful and excellent for me ; it is hi^i, I can- 
not attain unto it ;'' I cannot admire it enough, for I 
cannot conceive of it aright! 

v. 12. Darkness may, indeed, conceal us 

and our deeds from the sight of men ; but the divine 
presence, like that of the sun, turns night into daj. 
and makes all things manifest before God. The 
same consideration which should restrain us from sin. 
should also encourage us to work righteousness, and 
comfort us under all our sorrows ; namely, the 
thought, that we are never out of the sight and pro- 
tection of our Maker. The piety and the charity 
which are practised in cottages; the labour and the 
pain which are patiently endured in the field, and on 
the bed of sickness ; the misery and torment inflicted 
by persecution in the mines, the galleys, and the dun- 
geons; all are under the inspection of Jehovah, and 
are noted down by him against the day of recompense. 
He sees, and he will reward all we do, and all we 
suffer, as becometh Christians. 

V. 14. " Thou hast clothed me with skin 

and flesh, and hast fenced me with bones and sinews.'' 
Job X. 11. 



«« 



Obstupeoy et memet \sBik formidine lustro, 

Dhrini monumentum operis!" Lowth. 
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With awful joy I view this frame of mine. 
Stupendous monument of pow'r divine. 



y. 17. From the wonders of God^s form- 



ing hand, the Psalmigt proceeds to those of his all- 
directing Providence, which afford additional proofs 
of the divine omniscience and omnipresence. 

V. 23. . In the first verse of the Psalm, 

David dedared that Jehovah had '^ searched him out, 
and known him;^^ he concludes with a petition, that 
his proceedings, and even his thoughts, might be 
still scrutinized by his Maker, in order to their per- 
fect purification, from any evil which might be in 
them, or adhere to them. Should the hottest furnace 
of adversity be found necessary to . purge the dross 
from the silver, he refuseth not to be dissolved in it, 
so that he might only become a vessel of honour, 
fitted for the master's use here below, and vouchsafed 
a place afterwards in his temple above. '* See if there 
be any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way 
everlasting r^ 

Ps. cxxxviii. p. 107. DavicPs confidence in God* 

MoUt. ix. 24. '^ The maid is not dead, but sleep- 
eth.^' In respect of me and of my divine power this 
death is but as sleep, I will revive this maiden with 
my mere word as if she were but asleep. Acts xx. 
10« Diodati. 

V. 7. Who doth not " walk in the midst 

of trouble,'^ while his pilgrimage is prolonged upon 
earth ? Who hath not ^' enemies'' encompassing him 
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on every side ? O how eoinfortable, then, the re- 
flection that he is with us, who can ^^ revive'^ the 
dead; that we are under the protection of an ^^arm," 
which is aXuifighty ! 

V. 8. In troublous tiiaefi, and the ^Axys of 

affliction, we must look bad: on that whidi G«d hath 
already dooe for us, and fjnom thenee dr»w an argu- 
ment, that he will '^perfect that which'^ rjemaias, smd 
not leave his work unfinished: we must remenfaer 
that his mercies fail not, after a time, hut ^^ endure 
for ever'^ the same ; and when we call to mind, that 
we are ^' the work of his own hands,^' how ean we 
think he will ^^ forsake us/' unless we utterly and 
finally forsake him 1 

Ps. civ. p. 107. God^s glory is etemcU. 

-*• v. 22, 23. And who, O divine Psalmist, 

will not sing with thee, that hath an understanding to 
apprehend, and a tongue to celebrate, the works of his 
Maker and Redeemer ! To whom will not 4hy hea- 
venly meditation be swe^ as honey, fragrant as the 
breath of spring, pleasant and cheering as the fruit of 
the vine? Who doth not long to partake of thy spi- 
ritual joy and holy gladness ? — ^^ Bless thou the Lord, 
O my soul. Praise ye the Lord." 

V. 24. The "sinners,^' and the '^ wick- 
ed ,^^ are they of whom it is elsewhere said, that they 
**' consider not the works of Jehovah, nor regard the 
operations of his hand,'^ to give him praise and glory 
for them. These shall one day experience the power 
of that Grod, whose wisdom and goodness they woi^ld 
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never acknowledge. They shall be ^^coufiumed/^ and 
^* perish from the presence of the Lord, and from the 
glory of his power, when he ariseth to shake terribly 
the earth.'' 

Pa. xxxix. p. 108. The conside^^ation of the 
brevity und vanity of life. 

V. 12. Tfie Christian pilgrim's prayer. 

This Psalm is with the utmost propriety appointed 
by the church to be used at the burial of the dead, as 
a ftuieral is indeed the best comment upon it. 

V. 6. The age of man, or that of the 

world, is but a span in dimension, a moment in du- 
ration ; nay, it is less than both ; it is ^' nothing,'^ if 
compared with the unmeasurable extent, and the un- 
numbered days, of eternity: every hour, from that of 
our birth, brings us so much nearer to our death ; nor 
can we continue, for a second of time, in one stay. 
" Behold,^' then, O Lord, the ^'vanity'' of man; and 
be so merciful unto him, as to open his eyes, that he 
may behold it, himself! 

— V. 6. This world is, to the other, as a 

^' shadow" to the substance ; nay, temporal life, 
health, riches, honours, and pleasures, can hardly be 
called shadows of those which are eternal, in point of 
resemblance ; though, for their illusive and fleeting 
nature, they are shadows indeed. The fate of riches 
heaped up by misers, with unutterable care and 
anxiety, may convince us, how ^Wainly'' men are 
disquieted. 

V. 7. The soul, that hath a true sense of 

M 2 
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the vanity of the creatare, wiD at onee fix W flidtlghtB 
and affections on the Creator. A celebrated vmter, 
describing a man of the world, on his death-bed, bath 
expressed this s^itiment, with wonderful suUimity 
and el^ance — ^^ Whoev^ would knowhowmuch piety 
and virtue surpass all eternal goods, might here have 
seen them weighed against each other, where all that 
gives motion to the active, and elevation to the emi- 
nent ; all that sparkles in the eye of hope, and pants 
in the bosom of suspicion, at once became dust in the 
balance, without v^eight, and without regard. Ridies, 
authority, and praise, lose all their influence, wheo 
they are considered as riches, which to-morrow shall 
be bestowed upcm another: authority, which shall 
this night expire for ever ; and praise, which, how- 
ever merited, or however sincere, shall, after a few 
moments, be heard no more.^^* 

— '• V. 12. Meditation shouki terminate in de- 
votion ; and meditation on human vanity and misery, 
if indulged as it deserves to be, certainly will do so ; 
it will bring us to our "prayers,'^ our '* cries,'' and 
our '' tears ;'' and teach us to address the throne of 
grace, as poor pilgrims in a strange land, who have 
here no abiding city, but are soon to strike our tents 
and be gone for ever. Such was David, though king 
of Israel ; and such was the son of David, in the body 
of his flesh, though Lord of all things : both were 
^^ strangers and sojourners, as all their fathers,'' Abra« 

• Rambler, Vol. II. No. liv. 



NOTES. 127 

ham, isaae, and Jacob, were before them, and as all 
their children have been, and shall be, after them, 
upon the earth. 

V. 13. Most fervently and afifectionately, 

therefore, ought the Christian pilgrim to pray, that 
God would spare his life, and respite the fatal sen- 
tence, until all that hath been decayed through the 
frailty of nature, be renewed by the power of grace; 
that his perfect reconciliation with the Almighty may 
be accomplished, and his plenary pardon sealed in 
heaven, before he taketh his last farewell of the 
world, and ceaseth to have an existence in these re- 
gions of vanity and sorrow. 

Ps. cxlv. p. 109. David praiaeth God for his^ 
glory ^ and his justice. 

V. 8. His mercy ^ and the majesty of 

his kingdom. 

^ p. 110. His providence^ and saving 

mercy. 

V. 20. He voweth perpetual praises. 

V. 8. Mercy hath misery for its object, 

and is that attribute, towards which the eyes of a 
fellen world must naturally be turned. The Psalmist 
hath, accordingly, introduced her last, with great 
pomp and splendour, seated in her triumphal 
chariot, and invested with a supremacy over all 
the works of God. She is above the heavens, and 
over all the earth, so that the whole creation find- 
eth that refuge under the shadow of her wings, 
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of which, by reason of man's transgression, it 
standeth in need. 

V. 10. As " all the works'' of God, ia 

their several ways, make a due return for the mercy 
vouchsafed unto them, and set forth his glory, so 
more especially ought this to be done by man, who 
is the principal party concerned in the fall and 
redemption. 

V. 14. To those who, like Peter on the 

water, are sinking under temptation, he stretcheth 
out his saving arm, supporting and ^^ upholding^' 
them by his grace ; and to those who, like the 
woman in the Grospel, have long been ^^ bowed 
down'' with sin or sorrow, he holdeth forth a par- 
don, '^ raising" and setting them upright again by 
his mercy. The case is the same with regard to 
outward distresses, from which God either preserves 
or delivers his people, as he sees best for them. 

— V. 15. What a just and beautiful pic- 
ture is here presented to view ! We see the whole 
animal world assembled before us, with their eyes 
fixed on the great King and Father of all things, 
like those of a flock on their shepherd, when he enters 
the field, in time of dearth, with provender for them. 
From the same divine person, as the Saviour of men, 
as the King, Father, and Pastor of the church, do 
believers, with earnest expectation, wait for the food 
of eternal life. And neither one nor the other look 
and wait in vain. To both he giveth their meat iu 
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due season ; ^^ he opmeth bis \mad^ and flatisfieth tiie 
desire of every liykig thijQg'/^ 

^^ My mouth shall speak the psaise of the Lord : 
and 1^ all flesh bless Us holy naxae for ever and 
ever/^ P*. cxlv.21. 



Ps. Ixxx. p. 111. TAe church complaineth of 
her grievous afflictions. 

V. 4. The sins of a people may for a 

time ^^ separate between them and their God, and hide 
his face from them that he will not hear ;^' Ism lix. 2 : 
he may ^^ cover himself with a cloud, that their 
prayers should not pass through ;'^ Lam. iii. 44 : and 
seem to reject even the devotions of his distressed 
servants, while he is proving tiie strength of their 
faith, and the sincerity of their nqpentance. But if 
the former be strong, and the latter sincere, they will 
contiiiue to ask, till they have obtained ; nor cease to 
knock till the door be opened. 

V. 5, There cannot be a more striking 

picture of Sion in captivity ! Her bread is dipped in 
tpars, and her cup is filled to the brim with them : 
no time is free from grief and lamentation* They 
who sin must submit to penance; which if a man 
doth not impose on himself, God will impose it on 
him : whereas, if we judged ourselves, we should not 
be judged of the Lord, 
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V. 7. See p. 4. v. 3. 



Ps. civ. p. 111. Tke mighty power of God. 

V. 4. See p. 87. 

The Gospel for this day mentions Christ's second 
coming to judgment, when he shall appear in his full 
glory, and all the holy angels with him: which 
glorious appearance, as it will be dreadful to those 
who have resembled the tares, for they shall be 
burned with unquenchable fire : so that will be a joy- 
ful appearance to such as the Epistle persuades us 
to be, mz. The meek, and gentle, and charitable. 
And the Collect is for such, praying God to keep his 
church and household continually in the true re- 
ligion, &c. Sparrow. 

Ps. Ixxiv. p. 112. jTAe desolation of the sanc- 
tuary. 

This Psalm, &c. See p. 86. 

V. 2. The Israelitish church pleads for 

mercy, upon these considerations, that God had 
formerly vouchsafed to redeem her from the Egyptian 
bondage, and to fix his residence upon mount Sion, 
all which would prove to have been done in vain, 
should he leave her, at last, in the hands of her ene- 
mies. The Redemption by Jesus Christ, and his 
habitation in the church Christian, by his Spirit, are 
the corresponding arguments to be urged, on similar 
occasions, by her, and by the believing soul. Home. 

Ps. xxxi. p. 112. DavicPs confidence in God. 

V. 16. In all our aflSictions, after the 

example of the true David, we are to have recourse 
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to the prayer of faith; we are to oonaider, that 
Jehovah is our God and Saviour ; that the times and 
the seaaoDs of prosperity and adversity, of life and 
death, are in his hand ; and therefore on him we are 
to wait, till the day of mercy shall dawn, and the 
i)hadows*fly away. 

• V. 19. Peace of conscience, the com- 
forts of the Spirit, and the hope of future glory, will 
teach the soul, even in the darkest night of affliction, 
to break forth into this exulting strain of gratitude 
^ praise, for the blessings experienced by those 
who confess their Saviour before men. 

Ps. civ. p. 113. See p. 124. 

Ps. cxlvii. p. 113. ExhorUUion to praise God. 

V. 1. Praise is ^' good" and acceptable 

^ God our Saviour, whose glory is the great end of 
maa^s creation and redemption : and it is '^ pleasant 
aiMl comely" for man, being the only return he can 
^^e for those, and all other mercies ; the offspring 
^f gn^titude, and the expression of love ; the eleva- 
tion of the soul, and the antepast of heaven ; its own 
Inward in this life, and an introduction to the felicities 
<>f the next. 

— — V. 2. If this Psalm were written on 

^^^^casion of the return from Babylon, and the re- 
'>uildiog of the earthly city, the ideas are to be trans- 
ferred, as in other Psalms of the same kind, to a 
i&ore important restoration from a much worse cap- 
Uvity, and to the building up the church under the 
Gospel, when Christ '^ gathered together in one the 
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children of God that were scattered abroad ;" John xi. 
52 : that is, in the words of our Psalm, he '^ galhered 
together the outcasts of Israel.'' So shall he agaio^ 
at the resurrection, gather together his elect froui 
'^ the four winds/ Mati. xxiv. ai, smd " buil* up a 
Jerusalem/' in which they shall swve and prsose him 
for ever. 

Ps. Ixxii. p. 113. See p. 14. v. 17. 

Ps. cxxxii. p. 113. David's prayer at the f^ 
m&ving^ of the exrk, 

— V. 8. Numb. X. 35, 36. The vers 

before us was used, with the two succeeding verses. 
by Solomon, as the conclusion of his prayer at the 
dedication of the temple, 2 Chron. vi. 41. Tbe 
purport of the petition, therefore, was, that the pr^ 
sence of Jehovah might rest upon Sion, and dy^^ 
in the house prepared for it, as the same preseBce 
hath since dwelt in Christ, and' is to be with the 
Christian church to the end of the world. 

V. 10. Solomon beseecheth God fo^ 

the sake of his favourite servant David, and the 
promises made to him and his seed, that he wool^i 
not deny the request of David's son, now ^^ anointed^ 
to be king over Israel, and, by so doing, confouo^)- 
put him to shame, or " turn away his face,'^ ^^' 
cording to the Hebrew in 1 Kings ii. 6. A Chris- 
tian asketh nothing, but in the name and for the sak« 
of the son of David^ Jesus Christ our Lord, in whom 
all the promises are yea and Amen, and in whom 
whosoever believeth shall never be coiifo\inded,or 
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denied that idMch it is really, good and profitable 
for him to receive. 

Ps.cxix. p. 114. The blessedness of saints. 

V. 165. Amidst the storms and tempests of 

the world, there is a perfect calm in the breasts of 
those, who not only do the will of God, but "love*' 
to do it. They are at peace with God, by the blood 
of reconciliation ; at peace with themselves by the an- 
swer of a good conscience, and the subjection of those 
desires whidi war agsUost the soul ; at peace with all 
TBiett, by the Spirit of charity ; and the whole crea- 
tion is so at peace ^th them, that all things work to- 
gether for their good. No external troubles can rob 
them of this '^ great peace,'^ no " offences,^' or stum- 
t^Uog biodks; vrhid& are thrown in their way by per- 
^ecutioQ, or iem^talioB, by the malice of enemies, or 
*^^H)«Aacy of fri^ids, by any thing which they see, 
near of, or fed^ can detain^ or divert them from their 
^^^^'tfse. Heavenly love surmounts every obstade, 
uid nuEis with delight the way of God's command- 
ments. 



Henceforth I learn, that to obey is best. 
And love with fear the only God, to walk 
As in Ihb presence, ever to observe 
His firovidfiDee, and on him sole depend. 
Merciful over all his works, with good 
Still overcoming evil, and by small 
Accomplishing great things, by things deem*d wcsdc ; 
Subrertf&g worldly strong, and worldly wise, 

N 
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By simply meek, that saffering for truth's sake 
Is fortitude to highest victory, 
And to the faithful, death the gate of life. 
Taught this by his example, whom I now 
Acknowledge my Redeemer ever blest. 

Milton. 

Ps. XX. p. 115. The church blesseth the king in 
his exploits. 

V. 5. The churches confidence in God. 

The twentieth Psalm is a form of Prayer to be 
used by the congregation for their Prince, in 
times of danger, that God will protect and assist bi 
It was indited by David himself, and committed to 
the Prefect of his Music, to be used as occasion. 
required. Hammond, 

Ps. xxi. p. 116. A thanksgiving Jbr victory^ 

The twenty-first Psalm was indited by David 
himself, and committed to the Prefect of his Music, 
to be sung by the quire, in the assembly of the 
people, as a form of thanksgiving to -God, upon 
occasion of any victory over his and God's enemieS' 

GLORIA PATRI. p. 117. 

^^ From the uttermost part of the earth have ve 
heard songs, even glory to the Righteous.'* Isaiah 
xxiv. 16. 

The Christian doxology of '' Glory be to the 
Father, and to the Son,'' &c. was a new song ^ 
the Jew, but much more to the Gentiles : Before 
the coming of Christ, the Jew gave glory to God, 
but not to God the Son : but the Gentiles to their 
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iols only, and not to the Father nor the Son. But 
fherever Christianity hath prevailed, since the 
»iniiig of Christ in the flesh, there glory to the 
Blessed Trinity hath ever been the hymn of the 
Christian church, throughout the world. Wogan. 
Note on Is. xxiv. 16. 

^' Blessing, and honour, and glory, and power, 
be unto him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto 
the Lamb, for ever and ever. Amen.^^ Rev. v. 13, 14. 
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V. 7. See p. 4. v. 3. 



Ps. civ. p. 111. The mighty power of God. 

V. 4. See p. 87. 

The Gospel for this day menlioiis Christ's seconl 
coming to judgment, when he shall appear in his ( 
glory, and all the holy angels with him: ^di 
glorious appearance, as it will be dreadful to those 
who have resembled the tares, for they shall be 
burned with unquenchable fire : so that will be a joy- 
ful appearance to such as the Epistle persuades v 
to be, viz. The meek, and gentle, and charitable. 
And the Collect is for such, praying God to keep his 
church and household continually in the true r^ 
ligion, &c. Sorrow. 

Ps. Ixxiv. p. 112. The desolation of the sanc- 
tuary. 

This Psalm, &c. See p. 86. 

V. 2. The Israelitish church pleads for 



mercy, upon these considerations, that God 
formerly vouchsafed to redeem her from the Egyptian 
bondage, and to fix his residence upon mount Sion? 
all which would prove to have been done in vaiO) 
should he leave her, at last, in the hands of her ene- 
mies. The Redemption by Jesus Christ, and bis 
habitation in the chmdi Christian, by his Spirit, are 
the corresponding arguments to be urged, on similsr 
occasions, by her, and by the believing soul. Horn^' 

Ps. xxxi. p. 112. DavicPs confidence in God. 

V. 16. In all our afflictions, after the 

example of the true David, we are to have recourse 
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> the prayer of faith; we are to consider, that 
ehovah is our God and Saviour ; that the times and 
le seasons of prosperity and adversity, of life and 
eath) are in his hand ; and therefore on him we are 
d wait, till the day of mercy shall dawn, and the 
'hadows*fly away. 

— ■ V. 19. Peace of conscience, the com- 

brts of the Spirit, and the hope of future glory, will 
«ach the soul, even in the darkest night of affliction, 
break forth into this exulting strain of gratitude 
^ praise, for the blessings experienced by those 
who confess their Saviour before men. 
Ps. civ. p. 113. See p. 124. 
Ps. cxlvii. p. 113. ExhortfUion to praise God. 

~ — v. 1. Praise is ^' good^' and acceptable 

to God our Saviour, whose glory is the great end of 
man^g creation and redemption : and it is '^pleasant 
and comely" for man, being the only return he can 
ii^e for those, and all other mercies ; the offspring 
of gratitude, and the expression of love ; the eleva- 
tion of the soul, and the antepast of heaven ; its own 
reward in this life, and an introduction to the felicities 
of the next. 

V. 2. If this Psalm were written on 

o^^casion of the return ifrom Babylon, and the re- 
building of the earthly city, the ideas are to be trans- 
ferred, as in other Psalms of the same kind, to a 
DAore important restoration from a much worse cap- 
tivity, and to the building up the church under the 
^^^1^1, when Christ '^ gathered together in one the 
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k xcii. p. 24. A Psahiiy or Smg^ for the Sab- 
*day, 

bere is nothing that better becomes a pious man 

t'to confess and laud and ma^ify the great and 

^us name of Almighty Grod, morning and even- 

: every day to proclaim his gracious goodness in 

^mising^. and his fidelity in performing what he hath 

imised, and to do this with all the advantage that 

^Hnd all sort of musical instruments and voices can 

i^ to it ; there being no so proper and seasonable 

^ployment for all these, as that of worshipping and 

iorifying the great and good Creator of all the world, 

Ad faithful protector of his servants. Hammond, 

For we to him indeed all praises owe^ 
And daily thanks. 

Milton. 

Ps. cxix. p. 27. Prayer for Divine Illumina' 



NOTES. 



- V. 18. See page 49. E. A.* 



Ps. cxiii. A. p. 6. An exhortation to praise Gcd* 
See page 2. £. A. 

Ps. Ixvii. p. 81. Supplication and thanksgiving. 
See page 9. E. A. 

Ps. xcv. p. 89. An exhortation to praise God. 

This Psalm hath been long used in the Christian 
church, as a proper introduction to her holy services. 
— The author of the Epistle to the Hebrews hath 
taught us to consider the Psalm as an address to be- 
lievers under the Gospel. Home. 

V. 2. The presence of Jehovah dwelt for- 
merly between the cherubim, in a tabernacle, or tem- 
ple, made with hands, whither the Israelites were to 
resort, until God became manifest in the flesh. After 
that time, the divine presence left the synagogue, and 
removed into the Christian church ; by her we are 
now invited to ^^come before that presence with 
thanksgiving/' and while we ^^ make] a joyful noise," 
by chanting those divine ^^ Psalms,^' to imitate, in 
some measure, the heavenly choirs, who '^ rest not," 
from their blessed employment of praising God, 
^' day or night.'' Rev. iv. 8. 

Ps. civ. p. 111. The mighty power of God. 

V. 4. See p. 87. notes. 

Isaiah xxxvii. The general instruction we may 
learn from the example of this good king, is plainly 
this ; that we ought to have recourse to God in all 
perils and dangers ; to pray to him for help ; to com- 

* Evening Appendix. 



NOTES. 3 

ait ourselves to his protection ; and to trost in his 
oercy. 

But, from the dioice which the dmrdi hadi made 
■f this chapter for part of her service on this day, we 
xe led to an higher and more special use of this Les* 
x>n ; namely, to meditate on that mi^ty deliverance 
^om our spiritual enemies, which the same God, who 
»ved Hezekiah and his people by his angel, hath 
wrought for us and all mankind,l)y his Son the ever- 
blessed Jesus. Wogan. 

Since it is no where expressed in Scripture in what 
iit^ftiuier this Assyrian army was destroyed, some have 
thought it was done by a plague, others by thunder 
^d lightning, others by fire from heaven, others by 
a scordiing wind, others by encountering each other 
w the obscurity of the night ; but, by whatsoever 
means the defeat was effected, we have the authority 
<>f Scripture for sayiog, that it was done by the 
^ency of a destroying angel. CalmeL 

How speedy an execution was this, and how mira- 
culous ! No human arm shall have the glory of this 
victory. It was God that was defied by this pre- 
sumptuous Assyrian, it is God that shall right his own 
wrongs. Hall. 

P&^ cxvii. p. 54. An exhortation to praise God 
f^ hid mercy and truth. 

This Psalm, like the 110th, seems to be altogether 
prophetical of the joy that all the world should con- 
nive, at the coming of the Messiah, to give salvation, 
^t to the Jews, and then to all other nations, ac- 
<^rdiog to his faithful promise. Patrick. 



NOTES. 

Nor vain their hope ; — bright beaming thro* the sky 
Burst in full blaze the Day-spring from on high *, 
Earth's utmost isles exulted at the sight. 
And crowding nations drank the orient light, 
Lo ! star-led chiefs Assyrian odours bring. 
And bending Magi seek their infant King ! 
Mark'd ye, where hovering o'er his radiant head, 
The dove's white wings celestial glories shed ? 
Daughter of Sion ! virgin Queen ! rej otoe ! 
Clap the glad band, and lift th' exulting voice 1 

He comes, ^but not in regal splendour drest. 

The haughty diadem, the Tyrian vest; 
Not arm'd in flame, all glorious from afar. 
Of hosts the chieftain, and the lord of war ; 
Messiah comes :— — let furious discord cease. 
Be peace on earth before the Prince of Peace! 
Disease and anguish feel his blest control. 
And howling fiends release the tortur'd soul ; 
The beams of gladness hieirs dark Ca.ve& ilhmie. 
And Mercy broods above the distant gloom. 

Heber. 



Ps. Ixxxiv. p. 104. The pleasure of public wop 
ship. 

V. 5. Not only are they pronounces 

blessed who " dwell*' in the temple, but all they m 
who are *^ travelling** thitherward, (as the whol< 
Jewish nation was wont to do three times in a year^i 
and who are therefore meditating on their ^^ journey ,' 
and on the ^* way** which leadeth to the holy city 
trusting in God to " strengthen,*' and prosper, aW 
conduct them to the house of his habitation, the placi 
where his glory dwelleth. Home. 
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Blest, who^ their streogth on thee reclin'd. 
Thy seat explore with ccmstant mind. 
And, Salem^s distant tow*rs in view. 
With active zeal their way pursue : 
Secure the thirsty vale they tread. 
While calTd from out their sandy bed, 
(As down in grateful showers distilPd 
The heav*ns their kindliest moisture yield) 
The copious streams their steps beguile. 
And bid the cheerless desert smile. 
From stage to stage advancing still. 
Behold them reach fair Sion*s hill. 
And, prostrate at her hallowed shrine. 
Adore the Majesty divine. 

Merrick, v. 6, 7. 

Ps. cxlviii. A. p. 7. All things are exhorted to 
?rai«e God. 

Nature, attend ! join every living soul 

Beneath the spacious temple of the sky, 

^ adoration join ; and ardent, raise 

One general song ! To HIM, ye vocal gales. 

Breathe soft, whose spirit in your freshness breathes : 

Oh, talk of HIM in solitary glooms ! 

Where o'er the rock, the scarcely. waving pine 

Fills the brown shade with a religious awe. 
6 ^ And ye, whose bolder note is heard afar, 

I \t Who shake th' astonished world» lift high to heav*n 

Th* impetuous song, and say from whom you rage. 

His praise, ye brooks, attune, ye trembHng rills ; 

And let, me catch it, as I muse along. 
ti Te headlong torrents, rapid and profound ; 



If-"' 





Is- 



ef 



Te softer floods, that lead the humid maze 
Along the vale ^ and thou, majestic main, 
A secret world of wonders in thy self, 

b2 



I* 



6 MOTM. 

Sound HIS stupeadooa pnufle; whose greater ?olce 
Or bids you foar or bids your roarings fall. 

Thomson. 

See Isaiah li. 10, 15. 

Ps. cxlvii. p. 113. JExAortatum to praise God, 

V. 2. See Is. Ivi. 8. 

V. 3. The " broken hearts and wound- 
ed spirits" of the Israelitea were ^^ healed and soade 
whole/' when they returned to their own land, iivheo 
they beheld Jerusalem rising again in beauteous otf- 
jesty, and sung the songs of Sion in the courts of h 
temple. Thus Christ came to '^ preach deliveraott 
to the captives, and to bind up the broken-hearted;" 
Is. Ixi. 1. Luke iv« 18; to speak pardon and fe»fx 
to the wounded and contrite spirit ; and to put a v0 
song of thanksgiving in the mouth of the penitent^ 
which he might sing, when restored to the holy city. 
and the house of his heavenly Father. The hour is 
coming, when God shall he^ the breaches wbic)> 
death has made in tiie bodies of this people, and 
translate them likewise from Babylon to Jerusalem. 

v. 4. And he who does thi^s cannot be 

ignorant of the situation and circumstances of his 
elect. He knoweth each individual, and numberetb 
all the atoms which go to the composition of his 
frame. He can call the saints from the depths of 
earth and sea, ^' by their names,'^* as when once 
^^ he cried with a loud voice, Lazarus, come forth.'^t 

• Psal. cxlvii. 4. f John xi. 43. 



NOTBS. 7 

Ps. cxiii. A. p. 6. jfn exhortation toprtxise God. 

See page 8. E. A. 

See Maktchi iv. 2. 

Jeflus was that Sun of Righteousness who arose 

with healing under his wings ^ the true light tfthe 

werldy who brought inexjuressifale dieerfiilneBS and 

refreshment, and most happy iniuenees where'er be 

pleased to e^ine with his divine &vour and presence* 

And still he is the same ; and though he sometimes 

leaves us for a season, and withdraws his comforts 

(rom us ; yet if with faitti, and patience, and sub- 

nission, we wait Ins leisure, he will rehim to us 

again and renew his wonted consolations, and give 

us fresh experience of his wcmdroua goodness, and 

at last receive us for ever to himself, ^ that where 

he is there we may be also/^ John xiv. 3L Bragge. 

Ps. cxxxiii. p. 85. The benqfU of the commmnion 

of saints. 

See page 98. notes. 
See Colossians iii. 12, &c. 
^^ Apply ^^ (says Bishop Home)' '^ to quarrels 
among Christians the following lines, addressed by 
Adam to Eve, after their mutuid accusations and 
upbraidings :^^ 

** But rise \ let us no more contend, nor blame 
Each other, blamed enough elsewhere^ but strive 
In offices of love, bow we may lighten 
Each othefs burden in our share of woe.'* 

Milton. 
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Ps. cxvii. p. 64. An exhortcUion to praise God 
/or his mercy and truth. 
See page 59. notes. 

Ps. xix. p. 11. The creatures shew GocPs glory. 

How becomingly do the 19tb, the 33d, the I04th 
and the 148th Psalms, besides sundry other incidental 
passages, declare the efficacy of that almighty Word, 
which did but speak^ and all things were madi^ 
commanded only bhA forthwith they stood fa^^ 
Stanhope. 

' — y. 2. The labours of these our instructon 

know no intermission, but they continue incessaof; 
to lecture us in the science of divine wisdom. There 
is one glory of the sun, which shines forth by day: 
and there are other glories of the moon and of the 
stars, which become visible by night. And because 
day and night interchangeably divide the world be- 
tween them, they are therefore represented as trans- 
mitting in succession, each to other, the task enjoined 
them, like the two parts of a choir, chanting forth 
alternately the praises of God. Home. 

Ps. ciii. p. 94. God^s gentle chastisement. 

V. 8. See p. 33. E. A. 

Ps. cxxxiii. p. 85. The benefit of the communion 
of saints. 

Each other gift which God on man bestows. 
His proper bound, and due restriction knows ^ 
To one fix^d purpose dedicates its power, 
And finishing its act, exists no more. 
Thus, in obedience to what Heaven decrees. 
Knowledge shall fail, and prophecy shall cease ^ 



But lasting Charity*8 more ample sway» 
Nor bound by time, nor subject to decay. 
An happy triumph shall for ever live^ 
And endless good dtfiwe, and endless praise reeeiye* 

Fbior. 

See page 93. notes. 
Ps. cxliii. p. 34. A prayer for fofoour injudff* 
^neni, and for sanctificatUm. 

— V. 2. In the first verse, the suppliant 

appealed to the promises of God, and his fidelity in 
performing them. Here he urgeth the fallen, sinfiil, 
^^etched state of human nature, which hath rendered 
it absolutely impossible that any son of Adam can be 
saved, should God ^ enter into judgment with him/' 
and exact the punishment due to his offences accord- 
uig to the LAW, instead of pardoning them by an act 
of GRACE. Home. 
Ps« cxix. p. 86. A prayer for holiness. 
See Matthew xv. 24. 

y. 173, 174. See p. 49. E. A. 
V. 176. See p. 73. notes. 
Ps. cxxxix. p. 106. GocPs all^seemg pronidence. 

With THS9 in ahady solitude I walk, 
With thee in busy crowded cities talk. 
In ev'ry creature own thy forming pow'r. 
In each event thy providence adore. 

Barbauld. 

V. 1. Seep. 121. notes— p. 11. E. A. 

V. 12. See p. 122. notes— p. 11. E. A. 
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Ps. xxiii. p. 66. IktividP9 confidence in Cocfi 
grace. 

¥• 2. The loydiest image afforded by 

the natural world is here r^resented to the imagina* 
tioo; that of a flodc, feeding in verdant meadom 
and rqiosiog, in quietness, by the rivers of ¥mter, 
running gently through them* It is selected, to 
convey an idea of the provision made, for the 
as well as bodies of men, by His goodness, 
^ openeth his hand, and filleth all things living 
plenteousness." ^^ By me/' saith the Redeemer, ^i 
any man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go is 
and out ; and find pasture.'^ John x* 9. And 
saith the Spirit of peace and comfort? '^ Let 
that is athirst come; and i^osoever will, let 
take the water of life freely.^' Rev. xxii. 17. £v^ 
flock, that we see, should remind us of our necessi- 
ties; and every pasture should excite us to praise 
that love, by which they are so bountifully supplied. 

V. 3, 4. See p, 74, 76. notes. 

Ps. xl. p. 92. The priestly office of our Lord. 

— V. 6. These words, as the apostle infonneti 

us, Heb. X. 5, are spoken by Messiah, coming to abo- 
lish the legal sacrifices, and to do away sin, by the 
oblation of himself, once for all. 

Ps. xxvi. p. 7. Prayer and resolution of amend- 
ment* 

v. 6. See p. 8. notes. 

Matt. xxvi. 26, && Christ instituteth his holy 
supper. 
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^^ Let a man examine himself, and so let him eat 
of that bread, and drink of that cup.^^ 1 Cor. xi. 28. 

Before every approach to this sacrament, it is fit, 
that a man see into, and be satisfied with, the dispo- 
sition of his own mind ; that he come with due reve"* 
fence for so holy an ordinance, and with charity to 
all those, for whom the death, commemorated in it, 
w& undergone. And then he will partake of this sa* 
crament worthily. Stanhope, 

Judge therefore yourselves, brethren, that ye be 
not judged of the Lord ; repent you truly for your 
sins past ; have a lively and steadfast faith in Christ 
our Saviour ; amend your lives, and be in perfect 
charity with all men ; so shall ye be meet partakers 
of those holy mysteries. The Exhortation at the 
Communion. 

Ps. xiii. p. 16. David craveth help of God. 
See page 18. £. A. 



Thou palsied earth, with noonday night overspread ; 
Thou sickening sun, so dark, so deep, so red ! 
Ye hov'riug ghosts, that throng the starless air, 
Why shakes the earth } why fades the light ? declare ! 
Are those his limbs, with ruthless scourges torn ? 
His brows, all bleeding with the twisted thorn ? 
His the pale form, the meek forgiving eye 
Rais'd from the cross in patient agony ? 
— Be dark, thou sun, . . . thou noonday night, arise. 
And hide, oh hide the dreadful sacrifice ! 

Heber. 
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O unexampled love, 
Love no whereto be found len than Divine ! 

Milton. 

Herein is love, not timt we I<ived God, but that he 
loved Ufl, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for 
our sins, 1 John iv. 10. That in the ages to ocMiie, 
he might shew the efxceedii^ riches of his grace in his 
towards us^ thrcra^ Chirist Jesus, Eph. ii. 7. 



a*a*dM^ak^^i«^a^>^ 



The service of the Church hath brought us down to 
the last act of our Saviour's sufferings, and the parti- 
cular manner of his expiring on the cross, as expressed 
in the 30th verse of the Gospel for the day, ^^ He 
bowed his head and gave up the ghost.^ Stanhope. 

The proper use of this week's devotions is, to in- 
flame our affections, to quicken our endeavours, to 
arm us with patience, to encourage our perseverance 
to the end : to put us in mind, that we, like hiniy cas 
only then lay down our heads with comfort, when we 
can say, ^^ It is finished :'' when we measure our life, 
not by the length and number of our days, but by the 
business and design of it. 

May we therefore so seriously consider the frailty 
and imcertainty of this mortal life, as diligently to 
apply our hearts to that holy and heavenly wisdom 
whilst we live here, which may in the end bring us to 
life everlasting ; through the merits of Jesus Christ 
our blessed Saviour and Redeemer ! Amen. Bragge, 

Ps. cxiii. A. p. 6. An exhortation to praise God. 
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This Psalm^ with the Five next which follow, the 
Hebrews call by the name of Hallel, or Hymn; 
which they recited at their Table (as in the New 
Moons, and other Feasts, so) in the Paschal Night, 
after they had eaten the Lamb ; concluding it with 
Hallelujah. PcUrick. 
Ps. Ixvi. p. 77. David exAarteih to praise God, 

V. 1. " The holy church throughout all 

the world," is here called upon, to lift up her voice, 
like the jubilee trumpet of old, in thanksgiving ; to 
celebrate that namb, which is above every name ; 
and to make the praise of Jesus glorious, both by 
^ord and deed; that so, others hearing our voices, 
and seeing our works, may be led to glorify him, 
m liike manner. Home. 

P& Ixxxiv . p. 104. The pleasure ofpytblic tDor- 

ship, 

V. 1. Thus ardently doth a banished 

Israelite express his love for Sion, his admiration of 
^e beauty of holiness. Nay, Balaam himself, when 
from the top of Peor he saw the children of Israel 
^liiding in their tents, with the Glory in the midst of 
(bem, could not help exclaiming, ^^ How goodly are 
% tents, O Jacob, and thy tabernacles, O Israel !'' 
JVu«i6. xxiv. 5. 
Ps. cxvii. p. 54. An exhortation to praise God 
. fi^ his mercy and truth. 
I See page 59. notes. 

Let the hallelujahs'of the redeemed be suitable to 
^W ^ mercy,'' and co-eternal with that " truth.'' 
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Ps. cv. p. 45. A Psalm qf thanksgiving, 

V. 2. Music and conversation are two 

things, by which the mind of man receiveth mudi 
good, or a great deal of harm. They who make " 3^ 
hovah^' and his '' wondrous works'' the subjects oi 
both, enjoy a heaven upon earth. And they, who do 
in reality love their Saviour, will always find them- 
selves inclined to '' sing to him/' and to ^^ talk of 
him." 

Ps. cvi. p. 48. Praise to God. 

V. 1. See p. 40. E. A. 

V. 2. See p. 51. notes. 

Ps. xxvi. p. 7. Prayer and resolution of amend- 
ment. 

V. 6. See p. 8. notes. 

Ps. d. p. 60. An exhortation to praise G€Hi, 

V. 1. See p. 5. E. A. 

V. 2. *' Mighty were the acts" which God 

wrought for Israel, and " great" was the Holy One 
in the. midst of his ancient people ; but far mightier 
acts did he perform in Christ Jesus for the redemp- 
tion of the world ; and more '' excdlent greatness'' 
hath he manifested in the conversion of the nations, 
the overthrow of paganism, and the erection and pre- 
servation of the Christian Church. O that her gra- 
titude bore some proportion to his goodness ! Harm. 

V. 6. See p. 67. notes. 

Ps. xxxiii. p. 24. God is to be praised Jor his 
power. • 

V. 6. See p. 23. notes. 
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Ps. Ivii. p. 43. A Psalm qf praise^ 

Now when as sacred light began to dawn 

Iq Eden on the humid flow*rs, that breathed 

Their morning incense, when all things that breathe 

From th* earth*s great altar send up silent praise 

To the Creator, and his nostrils fill 

With grateful smell, forth came the human pair. 

And join'd their vocal worship to tlie quire 

Of creatures wanting voice ; that done, partake 

The season, prime for sweetest scents and airs : 

Then commune how that day they best may ply 

Their growing work : 

Milton. 

See page 33. E. A. " What man is he," &c. 

Ps, cxiii. A. p. 6. An exhortation to praise God. 

In the sacred history of the Old Testament we 
nieel with frequent instances of barren women who 
^re miraculously made to bear children. Isaac* 
Joseph, Samson, and Samuel were thus bom of Sarah, 
^hel, the wife of Manoah, and Hannah. To these 
^y be added, from the history of Ihe New Testa- 
'o^Qt, the instance of Elizabeth, the wife of Zacha- 
^, and mother of St. John the Baptist. These 
examples may be considered as preludes to that mar- 
vellous exertion of divine power, whereby the Gen- 
tue church, after so many years of barrenness, 
"^<^ia\e, in her old age, ^' a fruitful parent of chil- 
^fen, and the mother of us all.^' Wherefore it is 
written, " Sing, O barren, thou that didst not bear ; 
'^reak forth into singing, and cry aloud, thou that 
^lidst not travail with child : for more are the chil- 
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dren of the desolate, than the children of the married 
wife, saith the Lord.'^ Is. liv. 1. GaL iv. 27. 

Pa. cxxxviii. p. 93. A thanksgiving to God for 
his mercies. 

V. 4. See p. 106. notes. 

Ps. cxlviii. A. p. 7. All things exhorted to praise 
God. 

Day and night succeed each other in constant vi- 
cissitude; the seasons hold their unvaried c^ourse; 
the sun makes his annual journey through the sane 
regions of the sky ; the moon runs the circle of ha 
monthly changes, with a motion ever varying, yet 
subject to one constant law and limit of its variatiooB ; 
the tides of the ocean ebb and flow ; heavy vmters are 
suspended at a great height in the thinner fluid of the 
air, — they are collected in clouds, which overspread 
the summer^s sky, and descend in showers to refresh 
the verdure of the earth, — or they are driven by stronf 
gales to the bleak regions of the north, whence the 
wintry winds return them to these milder climates, 
to fall lightly upon the tender blade in flakes of snov. 
and form a mantle to shelter the hope of the husband- 
man from the nipping frost. — Horsley^ Sermon on 
Mark vii. 37. 

At his command, affrighting human kind, 
Comets drag on their blazing lengths behind ; 
Nor, as we think, do they at random rove. 
But in determined times, thro' long ellipse* move; 
And tho' sometimes they near approach the Sun, 
Sometimes beyond our system's orbit run. 
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Throughout their race they act their Maker's will, 
His power declare, his purposes fulfil. 

Baker. 

Ps. cxxi. p. 11. The great safety of the godly ^ 
who put their trust in God^s protection. 

In this Psalm, the prophet introduceth a person, 
most probably an Israelite on his way to Jerusalem, 
expressing his trust and confidence in Jehovah, the 
Maker of heaven and earth, of whose favour and pro- 
tection, at all times, and in all dangers, the prophet 
assureth him. 

Bishop Lowth supposeth the two first verses to be 
spoken by David, when going out to war, and the 
answer of encouragement to be made by the High 
Pnesl from the Holy Place. In this ca^e, the idea of 
^^^fare is added to that of Pilgrimage, and the Psalm 
rendered still more applicable to us, as well as to the 
true David, our King.^ 

- y. 1. See p. 41. £. A. 

- V. 5, 6. See p. 13. notes. 

Ps. ciii. p. 81. An exhorttxtion to bless God for 
^w mercy, 

Dr. Hales considers it as David's eucharistical ode, 
after God had pardoned his great sin. 

— V. 3. At the head of God's mercies must 

for ever stand " remission of sins," or that full and free 
Pardon purchased for us by Jesus Christ, whereby, if 
we truly repent and believe in him, our transgressions, 
"iough ever so many, and ever so great, are done 
*way, and become as if they had never been ; from a . 

c 2 
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state of guilt we pass into one of justification, from a 
state of enmity into one of reconciliation, from a state 
of servitude into one of liberty and sonship. Next to 
the pardon of sin, considered as a crime, we are to 
commemorate the cure of it, considered as a disease, 
or indeed as a complication of diseases.— ^^ Who heal- 
eth all thine infirmities/' Home. 

Ps. cxiii. A. p. 6. An exhortation to praise Ged* 
See page 14. E. A. 

Ps. cxix. p. 36. Meditation on the fidelity af 
God. 

V. 92. See p. 35. notes. 

Ps. xcv. p. 89. An exhortation to praise God. 

The 95th Psalm asserts Jehovah's Godhead and his 
power over all nature, and exhorts his people to serve 
him. Horsley. 

V. 3. It is not without reason that we are 

exhorted to give thanks and praise unto our God and 
King ; for he is '^ worthy to receive glory and bless- 
ing :'' R0O. V. 12 : he is a God above all that are 
called by that name ; above those deities, which were 
once worshipped by the ancient heathen ; above the 
world, which still continues to be an object of adora- 
tion among infatuated mortals. His throne is over 
all, and power and dominion are his. Home. 

Ps. li. p. 31. A prayer for pardon. 

The history of David has ^' taught" us many useful 
lessons ; such as, the frailty of man, the danger of 
temptation, the torment of sin, the nature and efiScacy 
of repentance, the mercy and the judgment of God, 
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&c. &c« by which many <^ sinners^ have in all ages 
since been ^^ converted/' and many more will be con* 
verted, so long as the Scriptures shall be read, and the 
51st Psalm recited in the diurch. 

Ps. xvi. p. 44. The death and remrredian of 
Christ. 

V. 10. It was a part of the covenant of 

grace, and promised by the mouth of God's prophets, 
that after the death of Messiah, his animal frame 
should not continue, like those of other men, in the 
grave, nor should corruption be permitted to seize on 
the body, by which all others were to be raised to in- 
corruption and immortality. As members of Christ, 
this same promise and assurance is so far ours, that 
althoiigh our mortal part must see corruption, yet it 
shall not be finally left under the power of the ene- 
^y* but shall be raised again, and reunited to its old 
^inpanion the soul, which exists, mean while, in se- 
^t and undiscemed regions, there waiting for the 
% when its Redeemer shall triumph over corrup- 
tion, in his mystical, as he hath already done in his 
natural, body. 

— V. 11. See p. 46. notes. 

Ps. XXV. p. 103. A prayer /or remission of sins. 

~~- V. 14. The greatest happiness of man in 

this world is, to know the fixed and determinate 
^unsels of God concerning the human race, and to 
^erstand the covenant of redemption. This like- 
^se is the reward of " the fear of the Lord,'' which 
humbles the soul, and prepares it for divine illumina* 
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tion, causing it to place all its comfort in medilatioi! 
on the wonders of heavenly love. "All things whid 
I have heard of my Father, I have made known untt 
you,'^ saith our Lord to his disciples, John xi. 15. 

Ps. xxxiv. p. 29. They are blessed that trust i; 
God. 

The divine protection and salvation, vouchsafed t< 
the faithful, is here signified, whether we suppose 
that by ^^ the angel of Jehovah/^ is meant the pre- 
sence of Christ in the church militant, as of old in \be 
camp of Israel ; or the ministration of created spirii 
to the heirs of salvation, as in the case of Elisha, 2 
Kings vi. 17. Let the consideration of these invisi- 
ble guardians, who are also spectators of our actions, 
at once restrain us from evil, and incite us to good. 

See 2 Kings xix. 35. When they arose^ &c. i. e. 
When they who survived this dreadful slaughter, arose 
in the morning^ &c. for all were not slain ; a small 
number were reserved to be the witnesses of a judg- 
ment so terrible, of a power so invincible ; a powei 
so superior to Sennacherib^ who had blasphemed the 
true God ; a power so mighty to save the good He- 
zekiahy who had trusted in him.— rThe prodigious 
number of the slain were so many monuments ot 
mercy to his people ; of justice to his enemies ; of his 
eternal power and godhead to both. — The few that 
remained were not only eye-witnesses of this great 
victoiy of the true God, and the triumph of his peo- 
ple, but were sent back into their own land, to pro- 
claim and preach it there. — So, '^ the fierceness of 
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man did turn to his praise, the remainder of wrath 
did he restrain.^' Ps. Ixxvi. 10. Wogan. 

See Ps. Ixxvi. 5, 6. A rebuking blast was sent 
from the Grod of Jacob, under which the flower of 
Assyria withered in the space of a night, and in the 
morning was no more ; '' the horse and his rider 
were cast into a dead sleep f they slept the sleep of 
death. How^ in a moment, were the mighty fidlen, ^ 
and the weapons of war perished ! How astonishing 
the downfall of the tyrant ! How complete the tri- 
umph of the daughter of Sion ! Such will be the de- 
'truction of the world ; such the salvation of the peo- 
ple of God. Home. 

Ps. xxix. p. 67. David exhorteth princes to give 
ytory to God. 

This 29th Psalm, taken literally, seems to describe 
the effect of a great storm, from which, however, the 
people of Israel were providentially protected. But 
I have no doubt that the storm is mystical, describing 
the violent conflict between the Gospel and its oppo- 
iients in the latter ages. This is evident, I think, 
from the 1st verse, and from the end of the psalm : — 
^Tfom the Ist verse, in which the sons of the mighty, 
the great potentates of the earth, are called upon to 
submit to Jehovah, and to worship him ; and — from 
the conclusion of the psalm, which describes the final 
submission of the whole world, God's control and di- 
rection of the whole tumult, his final victory, and his 
promise that he will give his people, that is, the spi- 
^^tual Israel, the blessings of peace. The voice of 
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Jehovah is the preaching of the gospel, more particu- 
larly the renewed preaching in the latter ages. Hors- 
ley. 

V. 3. See p. 47. E. A. 

Ps. xcii. p. 24. A Psalmy or Song^ for the Sab- 
bath day. 

"And on the seventh day God ended his work which 
he had made : and he rested on the seventh day from 
all his works which he had made. And God'' (Gm, 
ii. 2, 3.) 

bless'd and hallow*d the seventh day. 

As resting on that day from ail his work, 

But not in silence holy kept; the harp 

Had work, and rested not, the solemn pipe. 

And dulcimer, all organs of sweet stop. 

All sounds on fret by string or golden wire 

Tempered soft tunings intermixed with voice 

Choral or unison : of incense clouds 

Fuming from golden censors hid the mount. 

Creation and the six days* act they sung. 

Great are thy works, Jehovah, infinite 

Thy pow'r; what thought can measure thee, or tongue 

Relate thee ? ■ 

So sung they, and the empyrean rung 
With Hallelujahs : Thus was sabbath kept. 

Milton. 

The 92d Psalm was intended, not so much to com- 
memorate the creation, and sabbath following that; 
as to foretell that rest from persecutions, which God 
had promised to give his Church under the Messiah' 
Hammond. 

Ps. xxxix. p. 108. The consideration of the bre* 
vity and vanity of life. 
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Ah ! few and full of aorrow are the days 
Of maa from woman sprang : his life decays. 
Like that frail flower which with the sun's uprise 
Her bud unfolds ; and with the evening dies. 
He like an empty shadow glides away : 
And all his life is but a winter's day. 

SA.NOTS. 

Whom doth not the sight of a coffin, or of a grave 
gaping to receive a friend perhaps, or an andeot ac- 
quaintance ; however, a man in nature and state 
altogether like ourselves ; of the mournful looks and 
babit8, of all the sad pomps and solemnities attending 
inan unto his long home, by minding him of his own 
frail condition, affect with some serious, some honest, 
some wise thoughts ? And if we be reasonable men, 
^e may every day supply the need of such occasions, 
by representing to ourselves the necessity of soon 
returning to the dust ; dressing in thought our own 
'^Qrges, and celebrating our own funerals ; by living 
^er the continual apprehension and sense of our 
transitory and uncertain condition ; dying daily, or 
becoming already dead unto this world. The doing 
which effectually being the gift of God, and an espe- 
<^ia] work of his grace, let us of him humbly implore 
It, saying after the holy Prophety '^ Lord, so teach 
^ to number our days, that we may apply our hearts 
^to wisdom.^ Amen. Barrow. 
See page 125. notes. 

Ps. XXV. p. 34. A prayer for help in affliction. 

— ■ V- 18. Affliction and pain, whether of 

^^'^ or body, are the fruits of sin ; and the pardon 
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of Bin is the first step towards the removal of sorrov^. 
The latter is sent to beget in us a due sense of ike 
former, in order to a deliverance from both. In the 
new earth *^ dwelleth righteousness;'^ and, for that 
reason, '^ there is no more sorrow, pain, nor crying/ 
2 PeL iii. 13. Rev. xxi. 4. Home. 

Ps. cxxviii. A. p. 7. All things are exhorted tft 
praise God. 

Great and marvellous are thy works. Lord God 
Almighty. Rev. xv. 3. 

These are thy glorious works, P^ent of good. 

Almighty, thine this universal frame, 

Thus wondrous fair ; thyself how wondrous then ! 

Unspeakable, who sit'st above these Heavens 

To us invisible, or dimly seen 

In these thy lowest works ; yet these declare 

Thy goodness beyond thought, and power divine. 

Speak ye who best can tell, ye sons of light. 

Angels ; for ye behold him, and with songs 

And choral symphonies, day without night, 

Circle his throne rejoicing; ye in Heaven, 

On Earth join all ye Creatures to extol 

Him first, him last, him midst, and without end. 

Milton. 

Ps. cviii. p. 65. A Psalm of praise. 

Hail, universal Lord, be bounteous still 
To give us only good ; and if the Night 
Have gathered aught of evil or concealed. 
Disperse it, as now Light dispels the dark. 



Milton. 



See page 55. E. A. 
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Ps. Ixv. p. 87. Public prayer and praise. 

V. 2. The prophet here foretells, that, on 

ccount of God^s mercy, in hearing the prayers of 
is people, « aU flesh,^^ that is, aU mankind, out of 
very nation, should " come,^^ at his gracious call, 
nd make their supplications before him, in his church, 
bd to whom should all flesh come, "but to him 
ktheareth prayer?" 



Our Saviour Christ, in the Gospel, teaching his 
disciples how they should pray, sendeth them to the 
Father in his name, saying, ** Verily, verily, I say 
unto you, Whatsoever ye ask the Father in my name, 
lie will give it unto you/^* And in another place, 

When ye pray, pray after this sort: Our Father 
wiich art in heaven," &c.t And doth not God him- 
self, by the mouth of his prophet David, will and 
command us to call upon him?$ The Apostle 
wisheth grace and peace to all them that call on the 
fiame of the Lord, and of his Son Jesus Christ ; as 
<Joth also the prophet Joel, saying, ^^ And it shall 
come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name 
of the Lord shall be saved/^§ The second Part of 
*^ Homily of Prayer. 

Ps. Ixxxvi. p. 83. Prayer and praise. 
The prayer of the humble,^^ saith the wise son of 
Sirach, " pierceth the clouds ; and till it come nigh, 

• John xvi. t Matt. vi. } Ps. 1. § Joel ii. Acts i. 

D 
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he will not be comforted ; and will not depart till 
the Most High shall behold/' Ecclus. xxxv. 17. 

Prayer is the peace of our spirit, the stillness of 
our thoughts, the evenness of recollection, the seat of 
meditation, the rest of our cares, and the calm d 
our tempest ; prayer is the issue of a quiet mind, of 
untroubled thoughts ; it is the daughter of charity, 
and the sister of meekness. Jeremy Taylor. 



It has been truly said, that we are hardly evei 
certain of praying aright, except when we pray for 
the Spirit of God. When we pray for temporal 
blessings, we do not know, though God does, whe- 
ther we ask what is really for our good : when Tve 
ask for the assistance and sanctification of God'& 
Spirit in the work and warfare of religion, we ask 
for that which in its nature is very good, and whi(t 
without our great fault will be good. 

The Lord's prayer, for a succession of solenui 
thoughts, for fixing the attention upon a (ew great 
points, for suitableness to every condition, for suffi- 
ciency, for conciseness without obscurity, for the 
weight and real importance of its petitions, is without 
an equal or rival. Paley. 

Ps. XXV. p. 65. A prayer for remission of sins. 

V. 7. See p. 73. notes. 



i 
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Ab those which are received into the church by 
ihe sacrament of baptism, received the remission of 
their sins of which they were guilty before they 
97ere baptized ; so after they are thus made members 
)f the church, they receive remission of their future 
sins by their repentance. Christ, who hath left us a 
pattern of prayer, hath thereby taught us for ever to 
implore and beg the forgiveness of our sins ; that as 
we, through the frailty of our nature, are always 
subject unto sin, so we should always exercise the 
acts of repentance, and for ev^ seek the favour of 
God. This then is the comfort of the Gospel, that as 
it discovereth sin within us, so it propounded a re- 
medy unto us. Pearson. 

Ps. lix« p. 69. David trusteth in Qod. 

" O God^ our refugp and strength/* &c. The 
Collect. 

V. 9. and 16. See p. 78, 79. notes. 

Ps. xxiii. p. 66. Davicfs confidence in GocPs 
Face. 

V. 4. See p. 76, and p. 123, on Matt. 

ix.24. 

Ps. cxxxv. p. 51. An exhortation to praise God. 

V. 1, 2, 3. All the servants of God, 

they more especially, who minister in the temple, 
^fe repeatedly, as in the foregoing Psalm, excited to 
praise their blessed Master. Two reasons are as- 
signed, why they should do this. First, the good- 
ness of that Master, and secondly, the pleasantness of 
the employment The latter of these reasons hath 
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a natural and necessary dependance on fhe former. 
A sense of the divine mercy will tune our hearts and 
voices to praise. We, who are upon earth, often 
find ourselves indisposed for the duty of thanksgiving, 
because the concerns of the body, the cares and plea- 
sures of life, extinguish, for a time, this sense in us, 
until grace, prayer, and meditation, render it again 
lively and active. In the inhabitants of heaven, who 
behold God without the veil of matter interposed, it 
is always so ; and therefore, they rest not day or 
night from singing hallelujahs, nor cease one mo- 
ment to rejoice in God their Saviour. Home. 

Ten thousand harps attune the mystic song. 
Ten thousand thousand saints the strain prolong; 
" Worthy the Lamb! omnipotent to save. 
Who died, who lives, triumphant o'er the Grave." 

Heber. 

Ps. cxlv. p. 67. A Psalm of praise. 

V. I5 2, 3. See p. 62, 63. notes. 

'^ Blessed be the Lord God of Israel for ever and 
ever. And all the people said, Amen, and praised 
the Lord.^' 1 Chron. xvi. 36. 
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The first 1 

2 1 

4 2 

Christmas-Day . . . . . . . 2 
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LENT : "^ 

First Sunday: 9 
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NOTES. 



Ps. xcv. p. 89. An exhortation to praise God. 

The 9dth Psalm is an invitation to all to bless and 
praise the name of God, and to live obediently before 
him. Hammond. 

V. 1. In this first verse, Christians now 

exhort and stir up each other, as the Jews did of old, 
to employ their voices in honour of Jehovah, to cele- 
Vate " the rock of their salvation.^' Jesus, by re- 
deeming us from our enemies, hath opened our lips, 
and our mouths ought, therefore, to shew forth his 
praise. He is the Rock of ages, in which is opened 
a fountain for sin and uncleanness-; the Rock which 
attends the church in the wilderness, pouring forth 
the water of life, for her use and comfort ; the Rock 
which is our fortress against every enemy, shadowing 
and refreshing a weary land. " O come» then, let us 

• 

^iQg unto this our Lord, let us make a joyful noise 
unto this rock of our salvation.^' Home. 
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Ps. cxiii. A.* p. 6. An exhortation to praise 
God. 

The 113th is a thankful commemoration of the 
glory and condescensions of God, and the gr^at and 
signal works of his providence to the most afflicted 
abject creatures (never more discernible than in the 
work of redemption), and from the matter of it was 
by the Hebrews styled Hallelujah. Hammond. 

V. 6. " Who is like unto Jehovah our 

God, who exalteth himself to heaven to inhabit^' or 
" dwell there," and yet '' humbleth himself^' (at the 
same time) " to the earth to see, behold,^' or " orda^' 
all things by bis providence and his grace ? An ob- 
servation which hath always had truth in it from the 
beginning of the world, but then most signally, whea 
the MessiaSy the supreme God of heaven, eame to 
visit us here on earth in so great humility. 



God himself deseends from heaven ; he does not 
disdain tlie womb of a virgin, the miseries, infirmities, 
and suSerings of human flesh : he exhibits himaetf to 
us in the form of a gei^tle babe, in the cirQumstances 
of a birth void of worldly pomp ; not in swaddling 
clothes only, but in a manger too ; with all the marks 
Df poverty and neglect ; he vouchsafes not only to 
be man, but to appear the last and lowest of men : 
and he, whose shoes the purest spirit, and the person 
exalted above the highest prc^hets, was net worthy 

* Appendix. 
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to unloose, does, if I may so say, sloop down to un-- 
loose the meanest of his servants: ^^ Lord, what is 
man that thou shouldest thus consider him, or the 
son of man, that thou shouldest with such amazing 
humility visit him V^ Sianhope. 

Ps. cxvii. p« 54. An exhorUUion to praise Gad 
for his mercy and truth. 
See page 59. notes. 
Ps. civ. p. 111. The mighty power of God. 
An Hynm for the Sabbath Day. 
This Hymn celebrates the power of Jehovah dis- 
played in the creation of the universe, the destruction 
of the earth by the Deluge, and the restoration of 
beauty and order after that calamity ; and describes 
tbe dependence of all Nature, animated and vegete&te, 
upon his providence, for sustenance and preservation. 
Horsley. 
Ps. cxxitv* p. 51. An exhortation to praise God. 
In this Psalm the servants of Jehovah are exhorted 
^ praise him on account of his goodness ; and of 
^e pleasure to be found in the employment. Home. 

V. 3. As Ps. xcii. 1, and cxlvii. 1. 

Jiiodati. 
Ps. cxlvii. p. 113. Exhortation to praise God. 
The people of Grod are exhorted to praise him for 
the mercies vouchsafed to them; for his wisdom, 
power, and goodness. Home. 

^^ O praise the Lord, for it is a good thing to sing 
praises unto our God : yea a joyful and pleasant 
thing it is to be thankAiI,'' says the kingly prophet, 
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when he would odebrate the particular mercies aoi 
fiivours of Almighty God in the high^t and most 
exalted strain of devoti<m. Clarendon. 

To God belongs th' eternal sway» 
Let eaith with joy his will obey : 
And, while his acts our mirth inspire. 
Wake to his praise the vocal lyre. 

Merricic. 

Ps. xxii. p. 39. V. 23. David praisetA God. 

V. 26. See p. 41. notes. 

Ps. cxlviii. A. p. 7. All things exhorted to praise 
God. 

All the creatures in the invisible and visible world 
are called upon by the Psalmist to unite in a grand 
chorus of praise and thanksgiving. Home. 

The glittering stars, r 
By the deep ear of Meditation heard, 
Still in their midnight watches sing of Him. 
He nods a calm ; the tempests blow His wrath ; 
The thunder is His voice; and the red flash 
His speedy swqrd of justice. At his touch 
The mountains flame. He shakes the solid earth. 
And rocks the nations. Nor in these alone, 
In every common instance God is seen. 

Thomson. 

Ps. Ixxxix. p. 22. The faithfulneBB of God. 

V. 1. The " mercies of Jehovah '' 

have ever employed the voices of believers to ceie* 
brate them. These mercies were promised to the 
human race, in their great representative and surety, 
before the world began ; 2 Tim. i. 9, Til. i. 2 : 
they were prefigured by ancient dispensations ; and, 
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in port, f\ilfined, at the mcamation of Christ. The 
'* faithfulness'' of God, in so fulfilling them» is now 
^^ made known/' by the holy services of the Chris- 
tian church, ^^ to all generations." 

The 89th and I32d Psalms are thankful comme- 
morations of Grod's merciful promise of sending our 
Lord Christ into the world, that '' seed of David, 
which he had sworn to establish, and set up his throne 
for ever." For which, '^ O Lord, the very heavens 
shall praise thy wondrous works, and thy truth in the 
congfregation of the saints." v. 5. Sparrow. 

V. 5. See p. 21. notes. 

In appointing the special hymns and psalms, holy 
church calls upon us to do the Shepherds^ part^ to 
^rify and '' praise God for all the things, that this 
day we hear and see/' Luke ii.,20. And to sing 
with the angels, '' Glory to God in the highest, for 
this good- will to men." 

Olory they sung to the most High, good-will 
To future men, and in their dwellings peace. 

Milton. 

Ps. cl. p. 60. An exhortation to praise God* 

V. 1. If our translation be retained, the 

meaning is, that God should be praised in the '*• sanc- 
tuary," or temple, below, and likewise in '^ heaven'^ 
above ; the former being plaimed and constructed, 
as a resemblance of the latter. But the context 
ralher perhaps requires us to suppose the Psalmist 
giving the reasons why God should be praised; 
namely, on account of his ^ holiness," and of his 

b2 
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'' power ;^^ which power is more especially displayed 
in the formation of the ^' firmament/' or ^^ expan- 
sion^' of the material heavens, and their incessant 
operations, by means of the light, and the air, of 
which they are composed, upon the earth, and all 
things therein. These are the appointed instruments 
of life and motion in the natural world, and they 
afford us some idea of that power of God unto salva- 
tion, which is manifested in the church, by the effects 
produced on the souls of men, through the gracious 
influences of the light divine, and the spirit of 
holiness, constituting the '^firmament of God^s power' 
in the new creation. 

Ps. xcviii. p. 10. The Advent of Messiah* 

The 98th Psalm was made upon occasion of some 
remarkable deliverance, which God had newly granted 
to Israel: as an earnest of future blessings; espe- 
cially of the coming of that great blessing, the Lord 
Christ, to give complete salvation to his people. Pa- 
trick. 

— V. 3. See p. 12. notes. 

Ps. c. p. 10. A Psalm of Praise. 

The 100th Psalm peculiarly relates to the Gospel 
times : as appears from its inviting ^' all lands* to be 
joyful in the Lord ;^' declaring them equally " God's 
people, and the sheep of his pasture ;" and calling on 
them equally to go into his gates, and praise him for 
his mercy and truth.^' And may we all accordingly 
so praise and serve him '^ in his courts'' here below, 
that we may for ever '^ dwell in his tabernacle and 
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rest on his holy hilP' above, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Ps. xv. 1. Seeker. 

Ps. Ixxxv. p. 9. The Incarnation of Christ. 

This Psalm describeth the incarnation of Christ, 
i^ith the joyful meeting of Mercy and Truth, Righ- 
teousness and Peace, at his birth, and the blessed 
effects of his advent. Home. 

V. 10. See p. 11. NOTES. 

Ps. xxxiii. p. 8. God is to be praised for his 
goodness. 

V. 4. God is to be praised for his word, 

and his works ; for his rectitude in the one, and his 
truth in the other ; for his faithfulness in accomplish- 
ing by the latter, what his goodness had promised 
in the former. The sense will be the same, if we 
suppose that by the " word of the Lord'^ is meant the 
personal word, or Son of God, all whose " works" 
wrought for the salvation of men, ^' are done in 
truth," as witnessed by the law and the prophets. 

V. 5. " Justice" is an attribute insepa- 
rable from God ; and what deserves the praises of 
man, as it excites the admiration of angels, is, that, 
ipvithout sacrificing this formidable attribute, he hath 
contrived to fill and overflow the earth with his 
'^ mercy." 

Ps. xix. p. 11. The creatures shew God's glory. 

Heaven 
Is as the book of .God before thee set 
Wherein to read his wondrous works. 

Milton. 



8 NOTES. 

In this beautiful Psalm the heayens are repre- 
sented as the instructors of mankind, the sulgect, the 
universality, and the manner of their instructions are 
pointed out ; the glory, beauty, and powerfol effecis 
of the solar light are described* 

From a citation which St. Paul hath made of the 
4th verse, it appears, that, in the exposition, we are 
to raise our thoughts from things natural to thii^ 
spiritual ; we are to contemplate the puUication of 
the Gospel, the manifestation of the Light of Life, 
the Sun of Righteousness, and the efficacy of evan- 
gelical doctrine. 

'^ The heavens declare,^' &c. See p. 13. notbs. 

Ps. cxiii. A. p. 6. An exhortcUion to praise God* 

At the difiusion of the Grospel through the world, 
the name of Christ was praised ^ from the east to 
the west,'^ in churches every where planted by the 
Apostles and their successors ; and the grand sub- 
jects of joy and triumph among believers were^ the 
superiority of their Master over the ^^ heathen na- 
tions,^' and their idols ; the exaltation of ^^ his glory 
above the heavens'' and all the powers therein ; the 
might of his arm and the majesty of his kingdom. 

V. 3. See Malachi i. 11. 

« 

A prophecy of what should be done at and after 
Christ's coming, when by the preaching of the Gros- 
pel the knowledge of God should be communicated 
to all nations. The '^ incense" of the converted 
Gentiles, and their ^^ pure offering," are devout 
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prayers^ Rev. v. 8. holy praises, thanksgivings, and 
almsdeeds, and nvorks of charity, Heb, xiii. 15, 16. 
their whole selves, Rom, xii. 1. Pocock. 

Ps. Ixxii. p. 13. V. 1. David, praying /or Solo* 
mouy /bretelleth his peaceful and glorious reign, 
and under thatjlgure, in most lively and beautiful 
colours, portrayeth the kingdom of Messiah, 

p. 14. V. 17. its perpetuity and univer^ 

salityj a doxology is sung to God for it, 

V. 17. See p. 14. notes. 

Ps. cxxxviii. p. 93. A thanksgiving to God for 
his mercies. 

This Psalm containeth a prophecy that the kings 
of the earth should gloxify Jehovah fqr his mercy 
shewn in exalting the humble, and abasing the proud. 

V. 4. See p. 106. notes. 

Ps. Ixvii. p. 81. Supplication and thanksgiving. 
In this evangelical Psalm, the Jsraelitish church 
18 introduced, as praying for, and partly foretelling, 
tile advent of Christ, and the conversion of the na- 
tions, with the joy and gladness that should be con- 
s^uent thereupon. The Christian church now uses, 
and will continue to use, the Psalm, with propriety, 
lentil the fulness of the Gentiles shall be come in, the 
conversion of the Jews effected, and Christ shall 
appear the second time, finally to accomplish the 
^Wation of his chosen. 

V. 1. The Jsraelitish church, by the 

^outh of the prophet, expresseth her ardent desire 
after Messiah's advent, and appearance in the flesh ; 
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she prayeth, that God would be '* mereifol unto her/' 
as he had promised; that, by so doing, he would 
'^ bless" her with the blessings of pardon and peace 
of grace and glory ; and in one word, that he would 
'^ cause his face to shine upon her,^' by the rising of 
the Sun of Righteousness, making her to bebcrfd the 
glory of God in the &ce of Jesus Christ ; reviving 
her with the glad tidings of the Gospel ; and enligh- 
tening her with the light of salvation. 

Ps. xxix* p. 67. David exhorteih princes to gw 
glory to God. 

All nature is subject to him : at' his command tk 
clouds discharge their treasures, and the thunder is 
his glorious voice. Travell. 

How oft amidst 
Thick clouds aud dark dofh Heiiv'Di's all-ruling Sire 
Choose to reside, his glory unobftcur'd. 
And with the majesty of darkness round 
Covers his throne; from whence deep thunders roar. 

MitTON. 

See Job xxxvii. 1 — 5. 

Ps. xciii. p. 56. CArisfs Kingdom. 

V. 3, 4. In the first of these verses, tte 

church appears, like a ship in a stormy sea, to which 
she is often compared. Persecutions and afflictioo 
are those *' floods,'^ those " waves'' of this trouble- 
some world, which threaten every moment to over- 
whelm and sink her. With a fearful and despondi/^ 
tone of voice, therefore, she crieth out, ** The floodi 
have lifted up, O Lord, the floods have lifted up thei> 
voice, the floods lift up their waves V But imme- 
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dial)ely fihe atrengtheneth and oontforieth herself in 
the Lord her God ; ^' The Lord on high is mightiw 
than the noise of many waters, yea, than the mighty 
waves of the sea :^^ He can say to sorrows and 
temptations, as he doth to the waters of the ocean, 
^' Peace, be still; hitherto shall ye came, but no 
&rther ;^' and his word is with equal power, in both 
cases. Horne. 

Ps. cxxxix. p. 106. GocPs all^seeing pravidence. 

V. 14. The wonderful formation of 

man. 

V. 1. " The actual, constant conside- 

raticNd of €kMl*s presence would be the readiest way in 
the world to make sin to cease from among the chil- 
dren of men, and for men to aj^roach to the blessed 
estate of the saints in heaven, who cannot sin, fw 
they always walk in the presence, and behold the face 
of God.'' See Bp. Taylor's ' ' Holy Living," c. 1 . s. 3. 
In the first 12 verses of this Psalm, the author cele- 
brates God's perfect knowledge of man's thoughts 
and actions ; and the reason of this wonderful know- 
ledge, viz. that God is the Maker of man. 

In 17th, 18th, he acknowledges God's providential 
care of him in every moment of his life, Horsley. 

It has been said, that a man cannot lift his hand to 
his head, without finding enough to convince him of 
the existence of a God. And it is well said ; for he 
has only to reflect, familiar as this action is, and sim- 
ple as it seems to be, how many things are requisite 
for the performing of it : how many things which we 
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understand, to say nothing of many more, probably, 
which we do not. Paley. 

Pa. civ. p. 111. The mighty power of God. 

V. 4. See p. 87. notes. 

Pa. cxiii. A. p. 6. An exhortation to praise God, 

V. 3. See Mai. i. 11. Is. Ixvi. 23. 

Ps. cii. p. 69. An address to the eternal Son of 
God. 

V. 25. See p. 66. notes. 

Ps. cxlviii. A. p. 7. All things exhorted topraiu 
God. 

Besides the figures supplied by the history of Israel, 
and by the law, there is another set of images often 
employed in the Psalms, to describe the blessings of 
Redemption. These are borrowed from the natural 
world, the manner of its original production, and the 
operations continually carried on in it. The visible 
works of God are formed to lead us, under the direc- 
tion of his word, to a knowledge of those which are 
invisible ; they give us ideas, by analogy, o( a new 
creation rising gradually, like the old one, out of 
darkness and deformity, until at length it arrives at 
the perfection of glory and beauty ; so that while we 
praise the Lord for all the wonders of his power, wis- 
dom, and love, displayed in a system which is to wax 
old and perish, we may therein contemplate, as in a 
glass, those new heavens, and that new earth, of 
whose duration there shall be no end. The sun, that 
fountain of life, and heart of the world, that brtght 
leader of the armies of heaven, enthroned in glorious 
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majesty ; the moon shining with a lustre borrowed 
from his beams ; the air giving breath to all things to 
Jive and move; the interchanges of light and dark- 
ness ; the course of the yean and the sweet vicissitude 
of seasons ; the rain and the dew descending from 
above, and the fruitfulness of the earth caused by 
them ; the bow bent by the hands of the Most High, 
which compasseth the heaven about with a glorious 
circle ; the awful voice of thunder, and the piercing 
power of lightning ; the instinct of animals, and the 
qualities of vegetables and minerals ; all these are 
ready to instruct us in the mysteries of faith, and the 
duties of morality. 



M 



They speak their Maker as they can, 
But want and ask the tongue of man/' 

Parnell. 



Ps. cii. p. 35. A prayer of the afflicted. 

V. 1. Sin and sorrow force ** prayers ^^ and 

^* cries*' from the sons of Adam. The first petition 
here preferred is, that those prayers and cries may be 
'* heard" in heaven. The day of human life is ^* a 
day of trouble,*' a day of darkness and gloominess, 
which nothing can brighten, bdt the light of God*s 
^^ countenance ;*' nothing can render comfortable, but 
a " speedy answer'* of mercy and peace from above; 

V. 11. See p. 35. notes. 

Ps. xxxix. p. 108. The consideration of the bre- 
vity and vanity of life. 

This Psalm is a penitential meditation on the 

c 
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vanity of the present life. It does not seem to be 
appropriated to any particular person. Horsley. 

— V. 6. Literally, " Man walketh in an 

image." " Life is a mere show, the baseless fabric of a 
vision." 

In the course of a few years, the child, at whose 
birth we made merry, is become a man ; he sickens, 
and dies, and we mourn at his funeral. Some gleams of 
success and prosperity, perhaps, brighten and adorn 
certain parts of his life, as the sua gilds the edges of 
a dark cloud, or imprints upon it the still more beau- 
tiful colours of the rainbow. But while we gaze 
the sun sets, the colours fade, the bow vanishes, and 
" the place thereof knoweth it no more." Home. 

Ah ! whither now are fled 
Those dreams of greatness ? those unsolid hopes 
Of happiness ? those longings after fame ? 
Those restless cares ? those busy bustling days ? 
Those gay-spent, festive nights ? those veering thoughts. 
Lost between good and ill, that shar'd thy life ? 
All now are vanish'd ! yirtue sole survives, 
Immortal never-failing friend of Man, 
His guide to happiness on high. 

Thomson. 

See page 125. notes. 

Ps. cxlvi. p. 5. Praise to God for his goodness. 

The 8th verse was most exactly and literally fulfilled 
in our Lord Christ ; when he came to give salvation 
to us. Patrick. 

V. 8. See p. b. notes. 

Ps. cxiii. A. p. 6. An exhortation to praise God. 

V. 1. Christians are the '' servants'' 
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of Jesus Christ ; and a most delightful part of their 
service it is to '^ praise ^^ his holy and saving '' name'' 
in the church, ^hich now uselh this Psalm among 
others, and with it ^' blesseth the name '^ of her Lord 
and Saviour from age to age. The Psalmist wished 
and prayed that this might be done, and he foresaw 
that it would be done, while the world should last 
upon earth, and afterwards *^ for evermore'^ in heaven. 
Home. 

Pfi. XXV. p. 65. A prayer Jbr remission of sins. 

V. 7. See p. 73. notes. 

Ps, xcvii. p. 86. V. 10. An exhortation to godli^ 
ness and gladnessn 

V. 10, 11. See p. 94. notes. 

It is a great comfort in all our afflictions and ca- 
lamities, that he who is best able to succour and 
deliver us, is always within the reach of our cry ; 
and though he sits above the cherubim, hears perfectly 
every groan and prayer we pour out to him from the 
lowest dungeon of our prison. Let our enemies cast 
us as deep as they please into bondage, he will both 
see and hear us, if we pray to him with that fervour 
and devotion with which we ought ; and he will in- 
terpose some shelter and protection between us and 
the malice and power of our enemies, till he thinks fit 
to make our deliverance perfect and complete. Cla^ 
rendon. 

Ps. xxxii. p. 71. Confession and forgiveness. 
As the sick man is eloquent in the praise of health, 
so the sinner beginneth this his confession of sin with 
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an encomium on righteousness, longing earnestly to 
be made a partaker of the evangelical ^' blessedness f 
to be delivered from the guilt and the power of sin ; 
to be pardoned and sanctified) through faith which is 
in Cliriit Jesus. >See Rom. iv. 6. 

P&. xxvii. p. 91, .Prayer and hope. 

.— 5-n V. 8. The voice of God throughout the 

Scji^ipi^^reS) exhorteth the believer to turn away froiD 
the delusive appearances of the creature, and to seek 
after Him, who is '' altogether lovdy^^^ until he behold 
" the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.'^ To 
this voice the believer answers like a well-tuned in- 
strument to the master^s touch, declaring his resdu- 
tion so to do. 

~ — V. 14. These seem to be the words of an 

oracular voice. Expeet^ i. e. wait in hopeful expec- 
ta,tion,for. Horsleyi.' 

Ye good distressed f 
Ye noble few ? who here unbending stand 
Beneath life's pressure, yet bear up awhile, 
And what your bounded view,. which only saw 
A little part, deem'd evil is no more : 
The storms of wintry Time will quickly pass, 
And one unbounded Spring encircle all. 

Thomson. 

See piage 102. notes. 
Ps. Ixxxiv. p. 104. The pleasure of public wor- 
ship. 

V. 2. Seep. 119, 120. notes. 

Ps. cxix. p. 114. The blessedness of saints* 
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V. 165. See p. 133. ^iotbs. 

V. 167- Tbe " love of God's testiiiioiiies,'' 

and the oonsidenitioii, that ^ all our ways are before 
him,'' and subject to fab inunediale inflpectioD, are 
two powerfnl motiTes to obedieiioe. The plea of 
having ^ kept tbe divine precepts," &c. in the mouth 
of David, or any otfa^ bdiever, intendeth sincerity, 
not perfection, and is allied as an evidence of graoe, 
not as a claim of merit Christ alone kept the old 
law, and he enaUeth us to observe the new. Home. 

Ps. xxxiii. p. 8. V. 18. God is to be praised for 

his goodness. 
V. 18. See p. 9. motes. 

Ps. cxxxiii. p. 85. Cf brotherly love and unity. 

Many things are. good, which are not pleasant; 
and many pleasuit which are not. good. But unity 
among brethren, vdiether dvil or religious, is pro- 
ductive both of profit and pleasure. Of profit, because 
therein oonsisteth the welfare and security of every 
society ; of pleasure, because mutual love is the 
source of delight, and the happiness of one becomes, 
in that case, the happiness of all. It is unity alone, 
which gives beauty, as well as strength, to the state ; 
which renders the church, at the same time, ^^ fair as 
the moon, and terrible as an army with banners.^' 
Cant. vi. 10. 

Ps. Ixxxvi. p. 79. A prayer for mercy. 

This Psalm is entitled, A Piayer of David, and 
supposed to have been written in some of his great 
distresses. Like others of the same kind, it is calcu- 

c2 
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lated fdr the use of the church, during her sufferings 
here below^ by which she is conformed to the image 
of the true David, that man of sorrows. 

V. 3. 5. See p. 86. notes. 

Ps. xiii. p. 16» David crafoeth help of God, 

V. 1. See p» 16, notes. ' 

He who bore our sins, and carried our sorrows, 
may likewise be presumed to have made it a^ part of 
his devotions, in the day of trouble. 

— ^ — v. 6. It is observable, that this, and many 
othei: Psalms, with a mournful beginning, have a 
triumphant ending ; to shew us the prevailing power 
of devotion, and to convince us of the certain return 
of prayer, sooner or later, bringing with it the com- 
forts of heaven, to revive and enrich our weary and 
barren spirits, in the gloomy seasons of sorrow and 
t^nptation, like the dew descending by nj^t upon 
the withered summit of an eastern mountain. 

Ps. xxii. p. 41. The staffer ings of Christ. 

Our Lord, in his dying agonies, made use of the 
very words of David in Ps. xxii. " My God^ my 
God^ why hast thou forsaken wsV In which Psalm 
that tragical scene is painted to the life, and the very 
taunts of his reviling enemies* are repeated ; as if it 
were a melancholy poem, describing a death already- 
past, rather than a prediction of one to come, above a 
thousand years after. Stanhope. 

Ps. xxxi. p. 41. Deliverance from deaih. 

Luke xxiii. 46. ^^ Father, into thy haiAJ^ I com- 
mend my ^irit.*^ 



NOTES. 19 

Hence it follows, that the humao soul is a substance 
distinct from the body ; that it lives after it in a state 
separate from it, and such a state, as is susceptible of 
happiness or misery. 

The souls of the righieous are in the hand of God^ 
and there shall no torment touch them. In the 
sight of the unwise they seemed to die: and their 
departure is taken for misery. And their going 
from us to be utter destruction : InU they are 
in peace. Wisdom iii. 1, 2, 3. 
Ps. cxxx. p. 38. Pardoning grace. 

-— V. 1. From the depths of sin, and the 

misery occasioned by sin, the penitent, like another 
Jonas, intombed in the whale's belly, and surrounded 
^y all the waves of the ocean, crieth unto God for 
help and salvation. Fervent prayer will find its way, 
through every obstruction, to the ears of him who 
sitteth upon his holy hill. And may not the bodies 
ot the faithfiil, buried in the dust, be said to cry, out 
of the depths of the grave, for a joyful resurrection, 
according to the promise and the pattern of Christ. 
who, after three days, came forth from the heart of 
the earth, as Jonas did from the belly of the whale I 
Home. 
V. 4. See p. 39. notes. v . i 



Nail'd to th« croas 
By his own nation, slain for bringing life^ 
But to the cross he nails thy enemies, 
The law that is against thee, and the sins 
Of sdl mankind, with him there crucify *dv 
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Never to hurt them more who rightly trust 

In this his satis&ction ; so he dies. 

But soon revives ; death over him no power 

Shall long usurp ; ere the third dawning light 

Return, the stars of mom shall see him rise 

Out of his grave, fresh as the dawning light. 

Thy ransom paid, which man from death redeems. 

His death for man, as many as offered life 

Neglect not, and the benefit embrace 

By faith not void of works: this God-like act 

Annuls thy doom, the death thou should^st have dy'd 

In sin for ever lost from life 3 this act 

Shall bruise the head of Satan, crush his strength. 

Defeating sin and death, his two main arms. 

And fix far deeper in his head their stings, 

Than temporal death shall bruise the victor's heel 3 

Or theirs whom he redeems, a death like sleep ; 

A gentle wafting to immortal life. 

Milton. 

Ps. cxvi. p. 40. V. 5. Gratitude for salvation, 

V. 13. See p. 42. notes. 

Ps. xcviii. p. 10. Exhortation to praise God. 

The 98ih Psalm, composed probably as a breviaie 
of Moseses song at the delivery of the Israelites, and 
destroying Pharaoh and the Egyptians, Exod. xv. 1. 
&c. is a prediction of Christ's kingdom, and the 
bringing the Gentile world in subjection to it. Ham- 
mond. 

V. 1. It is now a most opportune season 

to praise and magnify the Lord of heaven, for all the 
miraculous deliverances which be hath wrought ; but 
especially for that glorious resurrection of the Messias 
out of the grave (the pawn €md pledge of ours), a 
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work of his omnipotent power, and an evidence of his 
fidelity in making good his promise to him. 

V, 2. This mighty work of his in raising 

the Messias from the dead, and the exact completion 
of his predictions and promises therein, is by God ap- 
pointed to be annunciated and proclaimed to all men in 
the world ; to the Jews first, beginning at Jerusalem, 
Luke xxiv. 47. (see v. 3.) and then through all the 
Gentile regions, to every crejiture. 

Ps. Ixxxi. p. 50, An exhortation to a solemn 
praising of God. 

This Psalm, whensoever, or by whomsoever com- 
posed, was probably intended to be sung at the feast 
of trumpets, as also at any other feast time. Home. 

V. 1. 3. See p. 53. notes. 

Ps. xvi. p. 44. The death and resurrection of 
Christ. 

v. 10. This having a first literal, but 

lower completion in David's person, was more fully 
and ultimately to be fulfilled in the son of David, the 
eternal Word of God, the Messias of the world, who, 
in the days of his flesh, though he were crucified by 
the Jews, should yet, by the power of his etern^ 
Godhead, be raised again from the dead, and that 
within the compass of three days, before his body 
should naturally tend to corruption. See Acts ii. 27, 
and xiii. 35. Hammond. 

v. 11. This was most eminently completed 

also in Christ, *when. by the power of his Father, he 
was more than preserved from death, rescued from it. 
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when he was under it, raised from death to life, mnA 
exalted in great triumph to his everlasting kingdom 
in heaven ; and so applied, Acts lu 28. 

V. 11. See p. 46. notes. 

Ps. e. p. 44. A Psalm of Praise. 

V. 3. The Christian Church is a temple whose 

'^ gates'' stand continually open, for the admission of 
the nations from all the four quarters of the world. 
Rev. xxi. 13. 25. Into the '' courts" of this temple, 
which are now truly '* courts of the Gentiles," all 
men are invited to come, and offer their evangelical 
sacrifices of ^^ confession and praise ;'' to express their 
gratitude to their Saviour, and '* bless" his gracious 
and hallowed '' name.'' How glorious will be that 
day, which shall behold the everlasting gates of 
heaven lifting up their heads, and disclosing to view 
those courts above, into which the children of the re- 
surrection are to enter, there, with angels and arch- 
angels, to dwell and sing for evermore ! Home. 

Ps. xxiii. p. 66. DavicPs confidence in GocPs 
grace. 

The 23d Psalm was composed by David, and is a 
most passionate expression of God's abundant care 
and providence toward all those that faithfuUy depend 
on him. And hath its most eminent completion in 
Qirist, the great Shepherd and Bishop of our 
souls, of whom this Psalm is a prophecy. Ham- 
mond. 

Ps. cxiii. A. p. 6. An exhortation to praise God, 
See page 14. 
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Ps. ciii. p. 81- Supplication and thanksgiving. 

V. 6, 7. From a consideration of his own 

particular case, the Psalmist maketh a general reflec- 
tion on that attribute of God, which inclineth him to 
deliver his people, and to punish their oppressors, of 
what kind soever they be. And here, that grand 
display of the " ways'' and " works" of Jehovah, the 
redemption of "Israel'' by the hand of "Moses," 
immediately occurs, and is celebrated. Thus each 
private mercy, whether of a temporal or spiritual 
nature, should remind us of that public and universal 
blessing of Redemption by Jesus Christ, from which 
every other blessing floweth, as a stream from its 
fountain, and for which God ought, therefore, upon 
all occasions, to be praised and glorified. Home. 

Ps. xcii. p. 24. A Psalm^ or Song, for the Sab- 
bath^ay. 

It teacheth the duty, time, and manner of giving 
thanks for the works and dispensations of God. 
See page 23. notes. 

Deut. V. 12, 13, 14. On the first delivery of this 
law, it is expressly said, " that God blessed this day, 
and hallowed it, because he rested on that day from 

his works of creation." In this second delivery of 

the same law, we are commanded more expressly to 
keep the Sahbath-day to sanctify it ; not to keep 
it only as a festival, as a day of rest from labour, and 
our own works ; but so to keep it, as to sanctify it, 
and make it to ourselves an holy day, by the works 
of piety and holiness : to make our rest an holy 
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rest ; not doing our own ways, not finding our own 
pleasures, not speaking our own words, ^ but in doing 
the works, performing the pleasure, and hearing the 
words, of God ; in a word, making ourselves holy, by 
diligently using all the blessed means and opportu- 
nities it affords, of sanctification and grace. Wogan. 

Ps. cxviii. p. 46. Danger and deliverance Jr am it. 

■ V. 19. Public praise for deliverance 

from death. 

A triumphant hymn sung by king Messiah, at tk 
head of the Israel of God, on occasion of his resur- 
rection and exaltation. Horne. 

V. 18, 19. See p. 49. notes. 

V. 20. The Jewish temple was a type 

of heaven ; the gate of the temple therefore is the 
gate of heaven ; the Priests within represent the 
angelic host, attending round the throne of God in 
heaven ; the conqueror is Messiah ; and his Train, 
the redeemed. Horsley. 

Ps. Ixvi. p. 77. David exhorieth to praise God, 

V. 4. What David spake in the future, 

the church now speaketh in the present tense 



" All the earth doth worship thee, the Father ever- 
lasting Day by day we magnify thee ; and we 

worship thy name ever, world without end." A day 
is coming, when this shall be the case, in an unli- 
mited sense of the words ; when Jews and Gentiles, 
quick and dead, heaven and' earth, shall compose one 
perfect and truly harmonious choir. 

* Isaiah Iviii. 13. 
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p '•• o S ^^^^9''^^^ love to man. 

J An Mventng Meditation. 

Now came still evening on, and twilight grey 
Had in her sober livery all things clad ; 
SUence accompanied \ for beast and bird> 
They to their grassy couch, these to their nests 
Were slunk, all but the wakeful nightingale 5 
She all night long her amorous descant sung; 
Silence was pleased : now glow*d the firmament 
With living sapphires : Hesperus, that led 
The starry host, rode brightest, till the moon 
Rising in clouded majesty, at length 
Apparent queen unveiled her peerless light. 
And o^er the dark her silver mantle threw. 

Milton. 

— ■ V. 3, 4, See p. 2. notes. 

V. 5, 6. On these two verses, with that 

preceding, St. Paul has left us the following comment. 
'' One in a certain place testifibd, saying, What is 
inan, that thou art mindful of him? or the son of 
iiuui, that thou visitest him? Thou madest him a 
little lower than {marg. a little while inferior to) the 
^gels ; thou crownedst him with glory and honour. 
3Qd didst set him over the works of thy hands ; 
Ihou hast put all things in subjection under his feet. 
For in that he put all in subjection under him, he left 
nothing that is not put under him. But now we see 
not YET all things put under him. But we see Jesus, 
^o was made a little lower than the angels, for the 
suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour.^' 
Heb. ii. 6, &c. See also 1 Cor. xv. 27. Home. 

Pf}. xxiv. p. 55. ChrisVs Ascension. 

D 
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V. 7. See p. 69. notes. 



Ps. xlvii. p. 56. Messiah's JBxalUUion, 

V. 5, 6, 7. See p. 60, 61. notbs, 

V. 9. ** The kingdoms of this world are 

become the kingdoms of our Lord and of his Christ, 
and he shall reim for ever and ever." Rev. xi. 15. 
So let every nation be converted unto thee, O Lord: 
and every king become thy son and servant ; until aO 
the world shall worship thee, sing of thee, and fwtt 
thy name ! 

Ps. Ixviii. p. 57. Christ's Ascension y and tM 
gift of the Spirit. 

— V. 4. See p. 63. notes. 

From the Saxons it is that we derive the holy name 
of God ; its literal meaning was the Good ; and we 
must acknowledge the propriety of that reverential 
feeling which induced them thus to express goodne9^ 
and divinity by the same word. Souihey. 

V. [18. Such was the glorious entry 

made by our Lord ^into heaven : a solemnizing his 
conquest over death, and hell, and every enemy ; a 
taking full and quiet possession of his throne aod 
kingdom. Of that enthroning, the Holy Ghost, shed 
abroad, according to his promise, was a convinciog 
demonstration. An instance of the truth and bound- 
less power of him, by whom he was given : and an 
evidence, how dear those persons and that cause were 
to God ; in vindication whereof this gift was, in so 
plentiful and astonishing a manner received; and, 
consequently, how safely all their doctrines and re- 
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orU might be depended upoD, who brought 8uch 
redentials of their veracity. Stanhope^ 
Ps* cxlviii. A. p. 7. A Hymn for the Sabbath. 

V. 1. When St. John saw in vision 

he King of glory seated on his throne, he tells us that 

le heard all the angels which stood around the throne, 

mth the elders, and every creature in heaven, earth, 

^ sea, lifting up their voices, and singing together 

i hymn of thanksgiving in honour of him. Such 

a choir we find here summoned by the inspired 

Psahnist, and exhorted to join and assist him in 

praising the same divine person, whom the elders, in 

the Revelation, declare '^worthy to receive glory, and 

houour, and power,*' because he " created all things, 

and for his pleasure they are, and were created." 

A^. v. 13. iv. 2. From the heavens, and those 

unutterable heights, where hosts of immortal spirits, 

Emitted to a sight of their King, enjoy unfading 

pleasures, the song is to begin. And when the strain 

IS thus set by the celestial part of the choir, it is to 

be taken up, and echoed back, by the creatures of 

this lower world, animate and inanimate, which have 

^l their several parts assigned them, in the great < 

Works of glorifying their Creator; Home. . 

V. 3. The material heavens, through 

aU their various regions, with the luminaries placed in 
&6m, and the waters sustained by them, though they 
iiave neither speech nor language, and want the tongue 
<^f men, yet, by their splendour and magnificence, 
Mxeir motions and their influences, all regulated and 
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exerted according to the ordinance of their Maker^ 
do, in a very intelligible and striking maimer, 
declare the glory of God : they call upon ns to 
translate their actions into our language, and copj 
their obedience in our lives ; that so we may, both 
by word and deed, glorify, with them, the Creator 
and Redeemer of the universe. 

Ps. ciii. p. 80. GocPs universal dominion. 

The glorious person who worketh all these wob- 
ders of mercy for his people, the Word of God, ai 
Saviour of the world, is triumphantly seated upon lus 
^^ throne in heaven,^^ and is possessed of all power to 
accomplish his will, even until all things shall be 
subdued unto him. The glories of his throne, the 
brightness of his excellent majesty, and the might of 
his irresistible power, are described at large by St. 
John, Rev. iv. v. xix. 

Ps. c. p. 58. A Psalm of praise. 

v. 3. The motives here urged for serving 

and praising Jehovah, are the same with those above, 
in Ps. xcv. 6, 7. namely, that he is our '^ God,^* en- 
gaged by covenant on our behalf ; that we stand in 
the pecJiar relation of his *^ people,^^ whom he hath 
chosen to himself, and over whom he presideth as 
King ; that we are '^ the sheep of his pasture,*' for 
whom the good Shepherd laid down his life, and 
whom he nourisheth, by the word and sacraments, 
nnto eternal life. These are points which every 
Christian ought to "know" and believe, unto his 
soul's health. 
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The solemn festivals which have propounded to 
dur consideration the mysterious work of man's re- 
demption, and the several steps taken to accomplish 
it, do naturally lead us up to, and at last conclude 
with, that of the present day. The incarnation and 
nativity, the passion and resurrection of the blessed 
Jesus, demonstrate how great things the Son of God 
hath condescended to do for us. The miraculous 
powers, with which the first disciples were endued, 
and the sanctifying graces, with which all the faithful 
are assailed, do prove, how great and how necessary 
a part the Holy Spirit bore in this work, both for 
publishing the salvation of the world, and for render- 
ing it eflfectual. And all agree in representing to us 
the inestimable love of the Father^ by whom that 
^ was sent, and that Spirit so wonderfully and so 
plentifiilly shed abroad. Most justly, therefore, after 
such informations, how fit a subject this is for our 
wonder and adoration does the church call upon us to 
celebrate the mystery of those three persons in the 
^nity of the Godhead ; each of whom hath so kindly, 
and so largely, cohtributed to this united and stupen- 
dous act of mercy, upon which the whole of all our 
l^opes and happiness depends. 

These persons are no where aflSrmed to be three 
^d one in the same respect, but one in substance, 
^d three in the different manner of having and com- 
Dttunicating that substance. One in all perfections 
essential to the Godhead ; three in their mutual rela- 
tions and capacities. Thus much is revealed ; and 

d2 
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more than is revealed of this matter we camiot 
know. 

Since then Scripture is clear in the truth of Hui 
mystery, and reason cannot gainsay it : since thb 
belief is the distinguishing character of Christians, 
and the profession of it a necessary antecedent con- 
dition of our being such : since we have devoted oor-t 
selves in baptism, and there promised constant 1»- 
mage, and obedience, and adoration, to the TrinitjB 
imity : let us, in all humility and reverence, agitt 
with angels^ and all the heavenly powers^ with cht- 
rubim and seraphim^ with apostles and prophets^ 
and martyrs^ and with the holy church throughout 
all the toorld, in praising and acknowledging this 
holy^ holyy holy^ Lord God qfSaba^th, Even the 
Father of an infinite majesty ^ his honourable true 
and only Son^ also the Holy Ghost the Comforier; 
living and reigning one Grod world without end. 
Amen. Stanhope. 

Ps. xli. p. 76. GocPs care of the poor. 

-^ v. 1. As Christ considered us, in our 

state of poverty, so ought we most attentively to 
consider nim, in his ; to consider what he suflered in 
his own person ; to discern him suffering in his poor 
afflicted members ; and to extend to them the mercy 
which he extended to us. He who was *' blessed of 
Jehovah,^^ and " delivered in the evil day,'' by a 
glorious resurrection, will " bless" and " deliver,'' in 
like manner, such as, for his sake, love and relieve 
their brethren. Horne. 
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Because /delivered the poor that cried ^ and the 
other less^ and hifn that had none to help hitn j the 
kssing of Aim that was ready to perish came upon 
nej and I caused the widovfs heart to singforjoy^ 
ays Joh^ when he would sum up the greatest bappi-* 
less he had enjoyed in the time of his prosperity. 

To clothe the naked, and to feed the hungry, is an 
office of humanity, and a debt due to the image of our 
Maker, ^No pillow so soft to rest on, as the con- 
science of having been kind and merciful to the &t^r- 
lessandthe needy. 

Ps. xvii. p. 105. The heaven of separate souls^ 
«fwi the resurrection. 

— V. 14. The " mortals of the transitory 

^orld,'' from whom David prays to be delivered, are 

said to be such as have " their portion in this life,'' 

such as, in our Saviour's language, ^^have their 

^GMrd'* here, and are not to expect it hereafter ; 

^ose bellies thou fillest with thy hid treasure ;" 

^hom thou permittest to enjoy thy temporal blessings 

la abundance, to *' receive their good things upon 

®^rtt\," and to " fare sumptuously every dc^;" as if it 

were to convince us, in what estimation we ought to 

hold the world when we see the largest shares of it 

dealt out to the most worthless of the sons of Adam. 

Borne, 

--v. 16* Instead of setting our affections 

on things below, the prophet instructs us after his 

• Job xxix. 12, 13. 
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example, to place all our happineds in the vision of 
God, and in that righteousness Tvhich leads to it ; since 
the hour is coming, when we shall awake, and aritt, 
after the divine similitude ; when we shall be like 
God, for we shall see him as he is, and by seeing him 
shall be changed into the same image ; and then shall 
every desire be satisfied with the fulness of joy, with 
th6 exceeding abundance of unutterable glory. 



As God is a spirit, so the most desirable part of 
our likeness to him will be that of our souls* And 
these will be like him, in clear and unerring, in fiill 
and comprehensive knowledge, ^' in seeing face to 
face, in knowing even as we are known." (1 Oor. 
xii. 12.) In perfect holiness; for there shall we 
** behold God's face in righteousness,''* there we 
shall ^' not have spot or wrinkle, or any such thing," 
but be untainted and ^^ without blemish." Stanhope, 

Ps. cxxxix. p. 106. GodPs all'Seeing providence* 

V. 14. The wonderful fortnation of 

mem, 

V. 1. 12. See p. 121, 122. notes. 

See also p. 71. Let us not, therefore, &c. 

V. 14. 17. See p. 122, 123. notes. 

' V. 18. That the man, in both these 



states (sleeping and waking )y and, by consequence, 
in every moment of his life, should be with God, 
under his immediate protection, is one striking proof 

• Ps. xvii. 15. Eph. v. 27. 
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>f God^s providential care of him, and his precious 
thoughts about him, which are celebrated in this and 
Lhe preceding verse. Horsley. 

V. 23. See p. 123. notes. 

Ps. ciii. p. 94. GocPs gentle chastisement. 

V. 8. See p. 107. notes. 

V. 9. God's chastisements are some of the 

most eminent proofs of his mercy. They are sent 
to reclaim us, and to save us from eternal punishment. 
They continue not always, but are removed when they 
have done their work ; and while they last, are as 
nothing, in comparison of those heavy stripes which 
our sins have deserved. Hprne* 

Ps. XXV. p. 103. A prayer for remission of sins* 

The Psalmist prayeth for mercy, and describeth'the 
blessedness of the man who feareth the Lord. 

V. 13. It is a privilege of '' the man who 

feareth the Lord,'' that, not only in this present life, 
all things work together for his '^ good/' but his soul, 
after having persevered in righteousness, shall take 
up its abode in the mansions of felicity. 

Ps. cxlv. p. 57. A Psalm of praise. 

v. 1, 2, 3. See p. 62, 63. notes. 

Ps. cviii. p. 65. A Psalm of praise. 

What man is he that can help offering up his morn- 
ing sacrifice of devotion, when, awaking from sweet 
sleep, refreshed and renewed, he beholds all things as 
it were new created ? The sun arises, and finds the 
cattle upon a thousand hills waiting for his appearance, 
and all the birds of the air ready to pay their tribute 
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of thanksgiving, for the return of his glorious and en- 
livening beams. And shallman — man, for whose 
use and benefit all these things "were made — shall 
man alone lie buried in sleep, or, when arisen, forget 
to worship his God ? Shall he not rather rotise all 
his affections at once, with these and the like strains 
of the sweet singer of Israel : '^ Awake up, my glory, 
awake lute and harp,'^ every organ of my body, and 
faculty of my sou] ; *^ I myself will awake rigW 
early /^ Ps. Ivii. 8. — Ixiii. 1. — cxlv. 1,2. 

Now is the time for us to take a view before of 
every thing that is to be done in the day, to offer it 
to God with purity of intention, and pray for his 
grace to direct us in all things ; but more especially 
in those instances in which we are most likely to 
need it ; as the constitution, temper, situation, and 
circumstances of every person in the world make 
some particular temptations more dangerous to Aim 
than others. Again ; who that was in his senses, 
when the evening closes upon him, and consigns him 
to the darkness of the night, would venture to go to 
sleep (when for aught he knows he may awake in 
another world) without having first examined him" 
self concerning the thoughts, words, and actions of 
the day, and so confessed and repented him of the 
sins therein committed, as to have rendered himself 
a proper object of the divine mercy through Christ ; 
into whose hands he should now conmiend his spirit, 
us he would do with his dying breath ? Blessed is 
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he, "who thus begins and ends the day mth God, and 
so passes a life of piety and peace. His deep shall 
be sweet indeed. And sweetest of all shall be that 
last sleep, out of which he shall awake to glory in 
the momiog of the resurrection. 

Ps« xxxiv. p. 29. They are blessed that trust in 
God. 

¥• 8* David saw and tasted the good- 

ness of Jehovah, when delivered from his adversaries; 
the son of David, when raised from the dead. Both 
invite us, by ^^ trusting'^ in God, to behold and ex- 
perience, in our own persons, the mercies and con- 
solations of heaven. 

Ps. iii. p. 47. V. 5. The security of God's pro-- 
tection. 

See page 50. notes. 
Ps. li. p. 30. A penitent pleading for pardon. 
In this Psalm, composed upon a sad occasion^ but 
too well known, we have a perfect model of peniten- 
tial devotion. The royal suppliant, robed in sack- 
cloth, and crowned with ashes, intreats for mercy. 

— — V. 1. The penitent's first ground for hope 
of pardon is his own misery, and the divine mercy, 
which rejoicieth to relieve that misery. 

■ V. 3. The penitent's second plea for mercy 
is, that he doth not deny, excuse, or palliate his fault, 
Ibut confesses it openly and honestly, with all its 
aggravationsa- 

y. 10* See p. 31. notes. 
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P». xxxiv. p. 36. A sang qf praise for eminent 
deliverance. 

V. 1. See p. 38. notes. 

■ V. 3. The Christian not only himsdf 

magnifies God, but exhorts others to do likewise ; 
and longs for that day to come when all nations and 
languages, laying aside their contentions and ani- 
mosities, their prejudices and their errors^ their un- 
belief, their heresies, and their schisms, shall Tuk 
their sound to be heard as one, in magnifying aid 
exalting their great Redeemer's name. 

Ps. Ixv. p. 87. Public prayer and praise. 

It seems this Psalm was made after the three 
years of famine, then when God, by sending of rain, 
gave hopes of a plentiful harvest ; 2 Sam. xxi. 10, 
14. Diodati. 

Ps. civ. p. 111. The mighty power of God. 

V. 4. See p. 87. notes. 

2 Sam. xxiv. 14. Into the hand) viz. His 
hand immediately : for when men are employed in 
these punishments of God, they mix their own pas- 
sions, and oftentimes exceed the measure, not of the 
secret providence, but of God's manifested intention, 
which aims at correction, and not at destruction. See 
Is. xlvii. 6. Zech. i. 15. 

V. 17. When he saw) Because he 

appeared unto him in a visible fdfm. 1 Chron. xxi. 
16. 

Ps. cxxvii. p. 91. Prayer and hope. 



i 
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The 127th is a Psalm which can never be out of 
season, the design of its author being to teach us the 
aecessity of a dependance upon God and his blessing, 
in every work to which we set our hands. Home. 

V. 3. He can in a moment blast the 

most fruitful stock, or he can ^^ make the barren 
^^oman to keep house, and to become a joyful mother 
of children.^^ 

Ps. iv. p. 6. V. 6. MarCs happiness is in Go(Ps 
favour. 

V. 6. This seems to relate to the 

righteous, who, in times of calamity and persecution, 
like the friends of distressed David, are tempted to 
despond, on seeing no end of their troubles. The 
Psalmist therefore prescribes prayer to all such, as 
an antidote against the temptation ; he directs them, 
in the darkest night, to look towards heaven, nor 
doubt the return of day when the rising sun shall 
diffuse light and salvation, and sorrow and sighing 
shall fly away. How many are continually asking 
the question in this verse? How few applying to 
Him, who alone can give an answer of peace and 
comfort ! 

V. 8. p. 7. NOTES. 



The times and seasons of our devotions, and 
prayers, and applications, are without the least 
scruple of doubt clearly known to us ; let us not fail 
in that which we are sure is our duty. The time and 

£ 
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season in ^hich his power must operate for our de- 
liverance is not prescribed, he will do it sooner or 
later, as we make ourselves more or less fit for his 
mercy. Let us not labour impatiently to gather that 
fruit, before it be ripe for us ; it is comfort enough 
to know that the time will come, and that it can be 
only hastened by the innocency of our life, and tbe 
fervency of our devotion. Clarendon. 

Ps. cv. p. 45. A Psalm of thanksgiving, 

V. 3. In whom should the redeeooiei 

^^ glory,'' exult, and triumph, but in their Redeemer, 
who hath made himself one with them, that they 
may be one with him ? Home. 

See 1 Cor. x. 4. That followed them) This in 
respect of the sign cannot be referred to the stone; 
but the waters which came out of it, whereof were 
framed many running streams in the wilderness, that 
way as the people were to pass ; see Deut. ix/21 
Ps. Ixxviii. 20. and cv. 41 : though there were some 
interruptions, either for trial or punishment of the 
people, Numb. xx. 2. and xxi. 5. 16: but in re- 
spect of Christ it is very properly spoken, for not 
only his benefits are perpetual, but he himself who 
is the spring of them, is never separated from his. 
but resideth always in and with them by his Spirit. 
XHodati. 

Ps. Ixxxvi. p. 88. Prayer and praise. 

M V. 10. '^ Great" is Jehovah in his 

power, in his wisdom, in his mercy; ^^ wonderful 
in the creation of the world, wonderful in the pre- 
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er vaticHi and the governmeut of it ; wonderful in its 
edeaiption; wonderful in the incarnation, life, 
ieath, resurrection, and ascension of Jesus, in the 
lescQDt of the Spirit, the propagation of the Gospel, 
he sufferings of saints, and the conversion of sinners ; 
□nost -wonderful will he be, when he shall raise the 
dead, judge the world, condemn the wicked, and 
glorify the righteous. And then shall every tongue 
confess, ^' Thou art God alone !" Home. 
Ps. Ivii. p. 43. A Psalm of praise. 

See p. 33. '' What man is he,'' &c. 
Ps. cxlviii. A. p. 7. All things exhorted to praise 
God. 

We may be sure that all those creatures can praise 
the Lord, by whom the Lord expects to be praised ; 
for he expects nothing from any body, but what 
is in their power to give him: according to the 
several abilities and qualifications with which they 
are endowed, they are to praise and magnify his 
name ; and whatsoever performs the end of its crea- 
tion, doth praise and glorify him as he expects, and 
as the other ought to do. The angels who are about 
his person, and receive and perfbrm his commands 
at once, and whose whole busiaess it is to praise him, 
cannot but do their duty to the full ; they can no 
more desist from praising him than they can cease to 
be ; and we may piously believe that we do it the 
better by their influence and administration. The 
sun, the moon, the stars, praise him as they ought to 
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do, wben they perform the seyeral fimclioiis for 
wliidi they "were created, and ndien they raise out 
hearts and devoti<Mis to praise and magnify him. 
Whatsoever b^ets or prodnces praise, may be said 
to give it ; and if no other ai^ument stirred us up, 
the vronderfiil fabric of heaven, the greater and 
lesser li^ts thereof, would abundantly dispose us to 
admire and adore the glory of the Creator, ivfao faatb 
proportioned his whole work so much to our use ad 
convenience ; that as we can complain of no defed 
so the abundance doth not dog or perplex us. Qa- 
rendon. 

Ye that keep watch in heavoiy as earth asleep 
UacoDscious lies, efiiiae your mildest beams. 
Ye consteUationSy while your angels strike. 
Amid the spangled sky, the silver lyre. 
Great source of day ! best image here bekiw 
Of thy Creator, ever pouring wide. 
From world to world, the vital ocean round. 
On Nature write with every beam His praise. 

Thomson. 

Ps. cvi. p. 48. Praise to God. 

V. 1. In the person of a penitent nation, 

the prophet invites mankind to ^^give thanks unto 
Jehovah/^ for that ^' goodness^^ which preventeth us 
with blessings, and for that '^ mercy'' which for- 
giveth our transgressions ; that mercy which was 
shewn to our forefathers, upon their repentance, and 
will ^^ ever'' be shewn, upon the same condition, to us 



KOTISS. 41 

ind our posterity ; that mercy, Yrhich will bring sin 
md misery to an end, itself continuing eternal and 
mchangeable. Home. 

V. 2. See p. 61. notes. 

Ps. cxiii. A. p. 6. An exhortation to praise God. 

See page 8. 
Ps. cxxi, p. 11. The great safety of the godly, 
who put their trust in God^s protection. 

V. 1. The true Israelite amidst the dan- 

g'crs of his earthly pilgrimage and warfare, looketh 
continually towards the heavenly city, whither he is 
travelling. Faith sheweth him afar oiT the everlast- 
ing " hills, from whence cometh the help/^ which 
must bring him in safety to them. He '^ lifteth up 
his eyes/^ in prayer to the Almighty, whose temple 
and habitation are thereon. He putteth not his trust 
in any creature, but imploreth aid immediately of 
'^ him who made heaven and earth/' and who, conse- 
quently, hath power over all things in both. 

Ps. Ixvi. p. 93. Praise to God for hearing prayer . 

V. 17. The mean, by which we obtain 

salvation, is faith ; which, as it sheweth us both our 
disease and our physician, inclineth us to pray to the 
latter, for a cure of the former. Prayer is one gift 
of God ; and every other gift is obtained by it. 

Easily may faith admit, that all 
The good which we enjoy, from Heav'n descends j 
But that from us aught should ascend to Heav'n 
So prevalent as to concern the mind 
Of God high*blest, or to incline his will, 

e2 
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Hard to belief may aeem ; yet this will prayer. 

Or one short sigh of human breath, upborne 

£v*n to the seat of God. 

Milton. 

Ps. cxv. p. 51. A Song of thanksgiving for somt 
great ncUional deliverance. 

Interpreters have imagined various occasions of 
this Psalm. To me, none seems more probable, than 
the flight of Sennacherib from Palestine^ after ik 
mortality in his army. Horsley. 

Ps. civ. p. 111. The mighty power of God. 

V. 4. See p. 87. notes. 

Ps. cxlv. p. 109. V. 8. David praiseth Godfw 
his mercy ^ and the majesty of his kingdom. 

V. 8, 9, 10. See p. 127, 128. notes. 



Many among the heathen were wholly ignorant 
and none of them had a right understanding, of tbe 
nature and providence of God. In them^ therefore, 
that solicitude was excusable ; because it suited the 
condition of men, who were of opinion, that, knowixi^ 
no superior Power, whereon they might safely de- 
pend, or that did at all interest itself in their afliiiiis, 
it stood them in hand to look to themselves. But 
Christians are instructed, that the ^' mercy of God i^ 
over all his works f* that it is over good men after a 
still more peculiar sort ; that " they who fear him 
lack nothing,^^t and that " from them that live a gocff) 

♦ Ps. cxlv. 9. t xxxiv. 9. 
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Life he will withhold no manner of thing that is good/'* 
Sianhope. 

Ps. cxiii. A. p. 6. An exhortation to praise God. 
V. 3. See Malachi i. 11. 

The conversion of the Gentiles is here prophesied, 
as usual, imder Jewish images. See Zech. xiv. 16. 
Newcome. 

Ps. cxlv. p. 110. David praiseth God for his 
providence^ and saving mercy. 

Here on Earth 
God hath dispensed his bounties as in Heaven. 

Milton. 



Our Saviour, being Lord of all, is able to dispose 
of all things for the benefit of those which serve him. 
He who commanded, the unconstant winds, and stilled 
the raging seas, he who multiplied the loaves and 
fishes, and created wine with the word of his mouth, 
hath all creatures now under exact obedience, and 
therefore none can want whom he undertaketh to 
provide for. ^^ For the same Lord over all is rich 
imto all that call upon him.'' Rom. x. 12. Pearson. 
See page 128. notes. 

GLEANING. 

The gleaners spread around, and here and there^ 
Spike after spike, their scanty harvest pick. 

•Ps.bcxxiv. 11. 



44 NOTES. 

Be not too narrow, husbandmen ! but fling 
From the full sheaf, with charitable stealth. 
The liberal handful. Think, oh grateful think! 
How good the God of Harvest is to you ; 
Who pours abundance o*er your flowing fields -, 
While these unhappy partners of your kind 
Wide hover roimd you, like the fowls of heaven, 
And ask their humble dole. 

Thomson. 



When ye reap the harvest of your land, thou 
not wholly reap the corners of thy field, neither shall 
thou gather the gleanings of thy harvest. And thou 
shalt not glean thy vineyard, neither shalt thou gather 
every grape of thy vineyard ; thou shalt leave them 
for the poor and stranger : I am the Lord your God. 
Lev. XIX. 9, 10. 

Ps. cxlviii. A. p. 7. Hallelujah. 

Ye chief, for whom the whole creation smiles^ 
At once the head, the heart, and tongue of all. 
Crown the great hymn ^ in swarming cities vast. 
Assembled men, to the deep organ join 
The long-resounding voice, oft breaking clear. 
At solemn pauses, through the swelling bass ; 
And, as each mingling flame increases each. 
In one united ardour rise to heaven. 

Thomson. 

Ps. xxx. p. 97. David praiseth God for his de- 
liverance. 

The Psalmist describes himself as one of those 
that were sinking into the grave, and raised from 
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liat desperate state by the special mercy of God. 
^orsley. 

Ps. Ivi. p. 98. Faith avid confidence in God* 

V. 10. See p. 111. NOTES. 

Ps. cxxxi. p. 65. Humility and submission. 

See page 72. notes. 
Ps. cxxxviii. p. 107. David^s confidence in God. 

V. 1, 2. The Christian church cannot 

find stronger and more emphatical terms, in which 
to express her sense of the greatest of all mercies, 
the redemption of the world by the resurrection of 
Jesus from the dead, and his exaltation '^ above 
every name that is named in heaven and earth.^^ 

V. 7, 8. See p. 123, 124. notes. 

Ps. xlii. p. 33. Desertion and hope. 

See page 33. notes. 
Ps. xliii. p. 33. Melancholy thoughts reproved. 
The 43d Psalm is exactly of the same mournful 
subject, and probably on the same occasion, with the 
former ; but perhaps lightly varied from thence on 
some other occasion, such as the Babylonish cap- 
tivity, (as the mention of the ungodly nation inclines 
it,v. 1.) and adjoined to Psalm xlii. because of its 
affinity to it. ^Tis a complaint of ill usage from 
enemies, yet endeth with full reliance on God, and 
place of hope from thence, as the former did. 
Hammond. 

V. 4. See p. 33. notes. 

Ps. lix. p. 69. David trusteth in God. 
V. 9. See p. 78. notes. Dan. vi. 22. 



L 
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Ps. cxiii. A. p. 6. An exhortation to pr(m 
God. 

See Daniel yi. 26, 27. 
Pb. xix. p. 12. The uxird shetveth GocPs grace. 
^* He hath shewed thee, Oman, what is good; 
and what doth the Lord require of thee, but to do 
justly, and to love mercy, and to waBc humbly ^th 
thy God.'' McoA vi. 8. And what dotb tbe Ion/ 
now, even the Lord Jesus Christ, require ofw 
Christians, but the very same thing ? — The law ai^ 
the gospel differ not in their ultimate end : the de^ 
sign of both is to shew man what is goody even the 
chief good, and to bring us to it : and when with 
the eye of faith we discern the greatness and good- 
ness of God, we cannot but endeavour to dojustly^ 
love mercy, and walk humbly with him. Wbgan. 

V. 7. The word of God, in this and the 

following verses, has several most valuable proper- 
ties ascribed to it. It is perfectly well adapted, in 
every particular, to '^ convert,'' to restore, to bring 
back ^^the soul" from error to truth, firom sin to 
righteousness, from sickness to health, from death 
to life ; as it convinces of sin, it holds forth a Saviour, 
it is a means of grace, and a rule of conduct, it 
giveth wisdom, and by wisdom stability, to those who 
might otherwise, through ignorance and weakness, 
be easily deceived and led astray ; " it is sure," cer- 
tain and infallible in its directions and informatipns. 
" making wise the simple." Home. 
Ps. xxiv. p. 54. Dwelling with God. 
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Habakkuk ii. 20. The Lord is in his holy tern- 

^le; that is, The Lord is he, of whom alone we are 

-to ask happiness : his holy temple the place where 

^e are to find it in. Happiness is a plant that grows 

MO where but in holy ground : the seeds of it are 

sown in the holy Catholic Church militant upon 

earth ; its harvest to be reaped in heaven. Let the 

earth then, this vain world, and all its vain pretences 

\o felicity, keep silence before God ; while all false 

objects of worship, and all worshippers of false Gods, 

stand mute before him, convicted and convinced, that 

the dispensing of happiness, as well as punishing the 

guilty, is the sole prerogative of God: that without 

holiness none can see him ; without seeing him, none 

can be happy. Wogan, 

V. 3. See p. 58. notes. 

Ps. xxix. p. 67. David exhorteth princes to give 
glory to God* 

V. 3. The reason why the mighty are 

exhorted to serve Jehovah, is because of his wondrous 
works, in the world, and in the church. By the 
" voice,^^ or " word^' of God, the " waters'^ were 
driven down into the deep, and forbidden to overflow 
the earth any more ; by the voice of God, the tu- 
multuous and raging nations subsided, and the church 
was- immoveably fixed upon the rock of her salvation ; 
and by the Gospel of the " God of glory ,^* all those 
effects were produced in the hearts of men, which 
are wrought upon terrestrial substances, by its well- 
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known and most significant emblem, in the material 
heavens. Horne, 



The thunder rolls : be hush'd the prostrate world. 
While cloud to cloud returns the solemn hymn. 
Bleat out afresh, ye hills : ye mossy rocks. 
Retain the sound : the broad responsive lowe. 
Ye valleys, raise ; for the great shepherd reigns -, 
And his unsufiering kingdom yet will come. 

Thomson. 

« 
Ps. cxix. p. 16. Instruction from Scripture. 

V. 11. The young man who would 

cleanse his way, and take heed according to God-s 
word, must " lay up that word in his heart ;'' for 
from the heart are " the issues of life,^^ the thoughts, 
the words, and the actions ; when God ruleth in the 
heart by his word and Spirit, these become his sub- 
jects ; then *^ the kingdom of heaven is within us. 
and all is obedience, peace, and love. Home. 

Father of light and life ! thou Good Supreme ! 
O teach me what is good ! teach me Thyself ! 
Save me from folly, vanity, and vice. 
From every low pursuit ! and feed my soul 
With knowledge, conscious peace, and virtue pure j 
Sacred, substantial, never-fading bliss ! 

Thomson. 



Ps. Ixii. p. 82. Confidence in God. 

V. 8. The comforts which David 

found, he exhorteth others to seek, in faith 
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prayer ; in sudi a faith, as fixeth itself on God, when 
the whole world is against it ; and such prayer, as 
poureth forth all the desires of the soul into the 
bosom of the Almighty. How often in repeating the 
Psalms do we declare, that '^ Crod is our refuge ;'^ 
yet how very seldom do we recur to him, as such, in 
the hour of temptation ! 

Ps. cxix. p. 27. Prayer for Divine Illumina- 
tion. 

V. 18. The law of God is full of divine 

and spiritual truths, concealed under literal histories, 

visible signs, sgid external ceremonies. To discern 

these ^^ wondrous/' because hidden, mysterious 

things, our ^^ eyes," the eyes of our understanding, 

must be ^^ unveiled ;'' that 'Weil'' must be taken 

\ off, which St. Paul affirmeth to be upon the heart of 

the Jews, '' in reading the Old Testament," and 

1 which will continue there, until they turn to the 

Lord Jesus Christ. Then the veil will be taken 

3way, and they will behold him, and the redemption 

yy him, as prefigured in their law, and foretold by 

lieir prophets. Pride, prejudice, and interest, will 

impose a veil, through which a Christian shall 

: tee as little of the New Testament, as a Jew doth of 

he Old. Lord, convince us of our blindness, and 

' estore us to our sight. 

Ps. cxix. p. 66. A prayer for holiness. 

. , V. 173, 174. « Salvation" by the « Hand, 

yt Arm of Jehovah," (which is often in Scripture a 
itle of Messiah) hath been the object of the hopes, 
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the desires, and *^ loDging'^ expectation of the faith- 
ful, from Adam to this hour ; and will continue so to 
be, until He, i;^o hath already visited us in great 
humility, shall come again in glorious majesty, to 
complete our redemption, and take us to himself. 

V. 176. See p. 73. notes. 

Ps. Ixxi. p. 36. Christ our strength and righte- 
ousnsss. 

Matt. ix. 24. See p. 123. notes. 

V. 20. In David delivered out of his 

troubles, and restored to his throne, we behold our 
Lord, after his ^ great and sore trouble, literally 
quickened, or revived, brought up again from the 
depths of the earth, increased in greatness, and com- 
forted on every side.*' In him we were virtually, by 
his grace we are actually, raised from sin and sorrow ^ 
to righteousness and comfort; and, throu^ his 
power, we shall be raised, from dust and corruption, 
to ^ory and imnaortality. 

v. 22. See p. 37. notes. 

Ps. cxiii. A. p. 6. An exhortation to praise 
God. 

See page 8. 

Ps. cxii. p. 28. The blessings of the liberal 
man* 

r V. 3, 4. 6. See p. 28. notes. 

The wintry blast of death 
Kills not the bods of virtue -, no, they spread 
Beneath the heavenly beams of brighter sons, 
Thro* endless ages into higher powers. 

Thomson. 
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Ps. cxxxiv. p. 50. An exhortcUion to bless God, 

See page 54. notes. 
Ps. xxxvi. p. 27. The excellency of GocPs mercy. 

V. 6- The good providence of God 

extendeth over all creatures, nourishing and pre- 
serving' them, as well as man, for whose use they 
were made. We can never enough value and extol 
the ^^ loving kindness'^ of him, whose overshadow- 
ing *' wings'' protect and cherish us on earth, in 
ord^r to bear us from thence to heaven. See MiatL 
xxiii. 37. DeuL xxxii. 11. 

. V. 9. The " water of life'' proceeds 

from ^^ the throne of Grod and the Lamb.^ Rev. xxii. 
1. ^ This is life eternal, to know thee the only true 
God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent." John 
xvii. 3. 
Ps. cxlviii. A. p. 7. Hallelujah. 
That we may be assured that he which made both 
heaven and earth will be glorified in both, the pro- 
phet calls upon all those celestial hosts to bear their 
part in this hymn. (P«. cxlviii. 2. 5.) Wherefore, if 
'^ the heavens declare the glory of God," and '' all 
his works praise him," then '^ shall his saints bless 
him, they shall speak of the glory of his kingdom, 
and talk of his power." Ps. xix. 1 : cxlv. 10, 11. 
Pearson. 

^^Amen: Blessing, and glory, and wisdom, and 
thanksgiving, and honour, and power, and might, 
be unto our God for ever and ever. Amen." 
Rev. vii. 12. 
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